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NATIONAL 

 

 Indian Council for Culture Relations launches global painting competition ‘United 

against CORONA-Express through Art’ opento both Indians and foreigners 

submission deadline 1st May 2020. 

 Savings rates for Q1 of 2020-2021:- Govt. lowers interest rates on various small 

savings schemes for the first quarter 2020-2021. 

 Rate of interest for Sukanya Samriddhi Account Scheme has been reduced 

from 8.4 to 7.6%. 

 Interest rate for Public Provident Fund reduced from 7.9 to 7.1%. 

 Interest rate for National Savings Certificate 7.9 to 6.8%. 

 Interest rate for Kisan Vikas Patra reduced from 7.6 to 6.9%. 

 The KVP will mature in 124 months instead of 113 months earlier. 

 Rate of interest for the Senior Citizen Savings Scheme reduced to 7.4 from 

8.6%. 

 Rate of interest for the monthly income scheme lowered to 6.6% from 7.6%. 

 For five years recurring deposit the interest has been reduced from 7.2 to 

5.8%. 

 For five year time deposit, it has been brought down from 7.7% to 6.7%. 

 For three years, two years and one year time deposit the interest rate has been 

cut from 6.9 to 5.5%. 

 Interest on savings deposit stays unchanged at 4%. 

 The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India recently on April 

1, 2020, announced the Arogya Sanjeevani insurance policy to cover the COVID-19. 

Under this insurance scheme, all the standard health insurance policies will cover the 

hospitalization expenses for novel coronavirus. All the 29 general and health 

insurance companies need to provide the service. 

 The Indian Electronics and Semiconductor Association (IESA) asked the Government 

of India to set up a National Electronics Mission in lines with India's space agency, 

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). With this, IESA aims to build a 
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homegrown electronics ecosystem that would help the country reduce imports of 

semiconductor chips and sensors 

 Post the mega-merger of 10 PSU bank into 4; the Chief Executive Officers of the 

Oriental Bank of Commerce and United Bank of India were designated as the 

‘Officers on Special Duty’ in the Anchor Bank Punjab National Bank. After the 

merger of these three banks, the PNB becomes the second largest public sector bank 

after the State Bank of India. 

 Kerala HC stays state govt. order allowing liquor supply to those suffering from 

Alcohol Withdrawal Syndrome. 

 Central Govt. launches mobile app ‘AarogyaSetu’. AarogyaSetuis a mobile 

application developed by the Government of India to connect essential health services 

with the people of India to help citizens assess their risk of contracting the 

coronavirus. 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced relief measures for state 

governments, exporters. The Central Bank also provides relief to banks' capital 

concerns. 

RBI Measures: 1) RBI extended the deadline for realization and repatriation period of 

export which is made up to or on 31 July. The period of export has been relaxed for 

up to 15 months from 9 months (at present). 

 Delhi Govt. to provide Rs.5,000 to drivers of public transport vehicles such as autos, 

taxis and e-rickshaws in the city. 

 Andhra Pradesh State government issued modified guidelines for the distribution of 

25 lakh house sites to the poor in urban and rural areas under Navaratnalu-

PedalandarikiIllu (Houses for all the poor) program. The modification is done as 

perthe directions of the High Court. The State is to give away the sites on 14 April. 

The state government aims to tie up with HUDCO and other organizations for 

securing loans apart from getting necessary approvals under Pradhan Mantri Awas 

Yojana (PMAY). 

 MoS HRD and IT Sanjay Dhotre launch ‘Hack the Crisis-India’ hackathon to find 

working solutions for overcoming COVID-19. 

 Indian NGO ARMMAN wins USD 1.5 million Skill Award for Social 

Entrepreneurship. 
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 The Telangana State government announced a huge pay cut for its employees ranging 

from 10% to 75% . The decision was made at a high-level review meeting conducted 

in the wake of the state's financial situation amid the coronavirus outbreak. 

 Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik conferred with the Hero to Animals Award by animal 

rights body People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals India. 

 IIT Hyderabad incubated startup Aerobiosys Innovations develops low-cost 

ventilators,Jeevan Lite. 

 PSB Indian Overseas Bank nominated by govt. for PM-CARES Fund ( Prime 

Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations Fund. 

 A biofortified carrot was recently developed by a farmer scientist Shri Vallabhbhai 

VasrambhaiMarvaniya who hails from Junagarh district of Gujarat. The 

Madhubangajar has high Beta-Carotene and iron. The carrot has been planted in over 

200 hectares of land in Junagarh and is currently benefiting around 150 local farmers. 

 The highest number of COVID-19 cases in India have been reported from 

Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Delhi. Maharashtra has reported the maximum number 

of coronavirus positive cases-1135. The second-highest number of cases have been 

reported from Tamil Nadu, followed by Delhi at third position. 

 Recently the authorities have started identifying Coronavirus Hotspot regions in 

India, beginning with the sealing of around 20 hotspots in Uttar Pradesh and Delhi on 

the midnight of April 8,2020. The government aims to narrow down the Covid-19 

hotspots in India before the lockdown ends on April 15,2020. The deadly virus has 

claimed over 165 lives so far in India. 

 Odisha government has extended the 21-day COVID-19 lockdown till April 30th. 

The lockdown was imposed by the Central Government and has been extended by the 

state government. Odisha is the first state to extend the lockdown. 

 The Centre approved the Rs. 15,000 Crore COVID-19 Emergency Response and 

Health System Preparedness package aimed at boosting national and state health 

systems to support the procurement of essential medical equipment and drugs, and 

strengthening of surveillance activities. The 100% centrally funded package will be 

implemented in three phases from January 2020 to March 2024. 

 The Council ofScientific and Industrial Research and National Chemical Laboratory 

Pune announced two innovations Digital IR Thermometer unit that can help in the 

mitigation of the coronavirus outbreak. 



[
]

ZIA JUDICIALS MONTHLY MAGAZINE CURRENT AFFAIRS : APRIL 2020 

www.ziajudicials.com 011-42148003, 8929194873, 8130374873 
 

5

 As per efforts to combat coronavirus the Central and Tamil Nadu governments 

launched the AarogyaSetu Interactive Voice Response System service which is 

aimed at guiding people to speed up preventing virus spread detection tracking and 

treatment measures. 

 The Union Minister of Human Resource Development Ramesh Pokhriyal launched a 

week-long ‘Bharat Padhe Online’ campaign for crowdsourcing of ideas for 

improving the online education ecosystem of India. 

 Scientists at Shree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology 

Trivandrum (SCTIMST), Kerala have designed two technologies to fight the 

COVID-19 pandemic. These are Chitra Disinfection Gateway and Chitra UV based 

Facemask Disposal Bin. SCTIMST is an autonomous institute under the Centre’s 

Department of Science and Technology. 

 The Indian Council of Medical Research has validated the TrueNat-a tuberculosis 

testing machine for COVID-19 screening tests. 

 The National Commission for Women launched a WhatsApp number- 7217735372 

to report cases of domestic violence, which have seen a rise during the lockdown 

period. 

 Bharat Electronics Ltd and AIIMS, Rishikesh have jointly developed a remote 

patient health monitoring system to the condition of COVID-19 patients without 

healthcare workers risking exposure to them. The device has non-invasive sensors to 

measure the main parameters of the patients such as patients temperature, pulse rate, 

saturated oxygen level and respiration rate. 

 Sanitation app ‘Swachhata-MoHUA’ whose primary is to report sanitation-related 

grievances has been updated to include features such as reporting of suspected cases 

of COVID-19 and lockdown violations, a statement from the Ministry of Housing and 

Urban Affairs. 

 President of Asian Development Bank Masatsugu Asakawa assured Finance 

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman of USD 2.2 billion support to India in its fight against 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 The Ministry of Tourism has launched its ‘DekhoApnaDesh’ webinar series to 

provide information on the many destinations and details and expanse of the culture 

and heritage of our incredible India. The move comes as tourism is hugely impacted 

with no movement happening either domestically or from across the border due to the 
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COVID-19 pandemic. The first webinar of DekhoApnaDesh shall unfold and touch 

the long history of Delhi. 

 Researchers of the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) found the different 

kind of coronavirus, bat coronavirus (BtCoV), in two bat species from Kerala, 

Himachal Pradesh, Puducherry, and Tamil Nadu.It claimed that there is no evidence 

or research to claim that these bat coronavirus can cause disease in humans. 

 Researchers from IIT-Guwahati have developed an affordable antimicrobial 

spraybased coating for personal protective equipment (PPE) and 3D printed Ear 

Guard for comfortable use of face mask by healthcare workers. 

 The Department of Science and Technology(DST),Government of India, developed 

mobile applications SAHYO, an Integrated Geospatial Platform out of available 

geospatial datasets standards- based services, and analytic tools. The mobile 

applications and the websites prepared and managed by the Survey of India. The 

SAHYO aims to help decision making during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 The Central Government’s mobile app Arogya Setu has become the World’s fastest 

app to reach 50 million downloads in just 13 days. The information passed by 

NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant. The AarogyaSetu app alerts people if any known 

person or person in their vicinity has tested positive. 

 The Government of India decided all districts across the country into hotspots non-

hotspots and greenzones. The announcement made by Lav Agarwal Joint Secretary of 

the Health Ministry. The aim is to help manage the COVID-19 pandemic. It will also 

help the partial opening up of economic activities during the extended period of the 

nationwide lockdown. 

 The Ministry of External Affairs has announced a training program on COVID-19 

from 17 April 2020 for healthcare professionals from the South Asian Association for 

Regional Cooperation countries. The training program is carried out by the Central 

government’s Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation Program. 

 The government of India has announced Spitting in public act a punishable offence 

under the strict Disaster Management Act in its revised guidelines for lockdown 

issued to contain COVID-19. The announcement made by the Union Ministry of 

Home Affairs in its revised guidelines. The guideline also mandated the wearing of 

face masks in public places. 
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 The Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology in 

Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala has developed a low-cost diagnostic test kit to detect 

COVID-19 virus called ‘Chitra Gene LAMP-N’. The innovative test kit is cheaper 

and faster and could be a major breakthrough. 

 India on April 17, 2020 lifted the restriction imposed on the export of formulations 

made from Paracetamol. The government had imposed a ban on March 3rd. The 

export of 26 pharma ingredients and medicines were restricted then. 

 The Government formed a high-level task force for COVID-19 related research in the 

fields of science and for vaccine development on April 19, 2020. The task-force will 

be co-chaired by NITI Aayog member and Principal Scientific Adviser to the 

government. 

 Uttar Pradesh became the first state to geo-tag community kitchens. The state geo-

tagged around 7,368 community kitchens and community shelters located across 75 

districts. 

 The scientists at Mohali’s Institute of Nano Science and Technology (INST) have 

recently come up with an efficient, low-cost electro-catalyst from fish gills, which can 

help develop environmental-friendly energy conversion devices such as fuel cell etc. 

 Five cabinet ministers were sworn into the Madhya Pradesh cabinet on April 21, 2020 

by Governor Lalji Tandon in a simple ceremony. The five new cabinet ministers 

include Meena Singh, Govind Singh Rajput, TulsiSilawat, Narottam Mishra and 

Kamal Patel. Madhya Pradesh CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan was working alone till 

now since his oath-taking ceremony on March 23. 

 The Union Cabinet has approved an ordinance proposing new amendments to the 

Epidemic Diseases Act, 1987 to end violence against health workers. The new 

amendments include imprisonment ranging from 6 months to 7 years for those found 

guilty. 

 The Central Government has frozen the hike in Dearness Allowance (DA) to 

Government Employees and Dearness Relief (DR) to Pensioners till July 2021 amid 

the COVID-19 crisis. The government employees and pensioners will continue to 

receive DA/ DR at the current rate of 17 percent of the basic pay/pension. 

 The Indian Army started online registration of women for recruitment as soldiers into 

the military police. The recruitment for ‘Soldier General Duty (Women Military 

Police)’ was mooted by the Army Chief General Bipin Rawat soon after he took over 
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the post. The approval for the creation of the post came recently by the Defence 

Ministry. 

 The Reserve Bank of India has sold its entire stake in the National Housing Bank 

(NHB) and the National Bank for Agriculture & Rural Development (Nabard) to the 

Union Government for Rs 1,450 crore and Rs 20 crore, respectively. The move would 

now make these organisations fully government-owned. 

 The Madras high court on April 24, 2019 lifted the ban on Chinese short-video app 

‘TikTok’, three weeks after it had asked the Government to prohibit further 

downloads of the popular application on Google and Apple app stores. 

 India’s Chemicals, Petrochemicals industry was the top exporting sector of the nation 

for the first time during April 2019 and January 2020 period. India’s chemical exports 

rose by 7% to Rs 2.68 lakh crore during the period. 

 The King George Medical University in Lucknow has become the first government 

hospital in the country to successfully launch Plasma Therapy Treatment for COVID-

19. 

 The students belonging to IIT Bombay, Islamic University of Science and 

Technology, NIT Srinagar together invented a low-cost ventilator called “Ruhdaar”. 

The design was initiated by the first-year student of IIT Bombay from Kashmir. The 

cost of the production of one ventilator is Rs 10,000. 

 Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate change Prakash Javadekar 

attended the 11th session of “Petersberg Climate Dialogue” on behalf of India on 

April 28, 2020. The dialogue was hosted by Germany and co-chaired by the United 

Kingdom. 

 The Kerala government decided to issue an ordinance allowing it to cut salaries of its 

employees to mobilize funds for the state to tackle the COVID-19 crisis. 

 Nagaland has imposed a COVID-19 cess on diesel and petrol, becoming the first state 

to introduce such a tax in India. Nagaland has imposed a Rs 5 per litre COVID-19 

cess on diesel and Rs 6 per litrecess on petrol and other such liquid fuel. 

 Varanasi Smart City used the spraying of sanitizer in the selected areas of Varanasi 

City under Smart Cities Mission to contain COVID-19 spread. 

 Scientists of the Indian Institute of Technology Jodhpur have explored the 

neuroinvasive nature of the COVID-19 virus SARS-CoV-2. The study found that the 

loss of smell and taste of infected patients makes their entire Central Nervous System 
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and the underlying structures in the brain more prone to viral infection with 

devastating effects. 

 The Fifteenth Finance Commission (XVFC) had online meetings with its Advisory 

Council. The meeting was chaired by N. K. Singh Chairman XVFC, and was attended 

by all members and senior officials of the Commission. The Members of the Advisory 

Council discussed the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and the national lockdown 

on the Indian economy. 

 Ministry of Agriculture &amp; Farmers Welfare reported that over 1.5 lakh farmers 

and traders registered on ‘KisanRath’ mobile app just within one week of its launch. 

KisanRath was launched by the Ministry of Agriculture &amp; Farmers Welfare on 

17 April 2020.The app facilitates Farmers and Traders in identifying the right mode of 

transportation for the movement of farm produce ranging from food grain including 

cereal, coarse cereal. 

 The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) has cancelled 

over $1 trillion debt owed by developing countries amid the COVID-19 pandemic. It 

aims to help them overcome the impact of the coronavirus pandemic. UNCTAD 

report stated that over 64 low-income countries currently spend more on debt service 

than their health systems. For developing countries debt has become inevitable, 

especially due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 Indian Institute of Food Processing Technology (IIFPT), under the Ministry of Food 

Processing Industries (MoFPI) has taken initiative to manufacture nutrient-rich foods 

for COVID-19 patients at a time when the need for healthy and immunity-boosting 

foods is indispensable. IIFPT has been manufacturing such nutrient-rich foods for 

COVID-19 patients under medicalexamination.The aim is to focus on nutrition to 

improve immunity in the wake of COVID-19. 

 The Supreme Court (SC) ruled that punishment for possessing banned drugs under 

Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985 will depend on the quantity of 

banned substances seized from the person. It will not depend on the purity of the illicit 

drug. SC considered the fact that illicit drugs are often sold in a pure form. These 

drugs are adulterated with other substances like chalk powder, zinc oxides, and other 

cheaper but more dangerous impurities. 

 Researchers from Faridabad-Based Regional Centre for Biotechnology (RCB) has 

initiated a study to engineer virucidal coatings to prevent the COVID-19 
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Transmission. The study is carried out in collaboration with the Translational Health 

Science and Technology Institute (THSTI) and the Department of Textile 

Technology, Indian Institute of Technology Delhi. The study includes antimicrobial 

molecules that can target the membranes of microorganisms selectively. 

 Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology Trivandrum has 

developed a diagnostic test kit that can confirm COVID-19 in 2 hours at a low cost. 

The Confirmatory diagnostic test detects the N Gene of SARS-COV2 virus using 

reverse transcriptase loop-mediated amplification of viral nucleic acid (RT-LAMP). 

 Defence Research and Development Organisation developed Automatic Mist Based 

Sanitizer Dispensing Unit and UV Sanitization Box and Hand-held UV device to fight 

against COVID-19. 

 MP Govt. has decided that the health workers who are directly engaged in the 

treatment of Corona patients will be given a service amount of Rs. 10 thousand every 

month as honorarium. 

 Home Ministry extended regular and e-visas of all foreigners who are stranded in 

India due to all coronavirus lockdown till May 3 on a gratis basis. 

 Indian Council of Medical Research recently issued an advisory mentioning the 

protocol for using Rapid Antibody Test Kits in COVID-19 hotspot areas across states 

to use these kits in the affected areas. 

 The union government of India made central Nodal Agencies like NAFED and FCI 

striving to assure better returns for the farmers. The Minimum Support Price (MSP) 

from the farmers in several States in the Rabi 2020-21 season has started. 

Procurement of Pulses &amp; oilseeds at MSP from farmers under the Price Support 

Scheme (PSS) Scheme in Rabi 2020-21 season currently in progress in Karnataka, 

Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Rajasthan. 

 The supply of quality power at affordable prices is essential for sustained growth of 

the economy of the Country. Ministry of power issued a draft proposal for amendment 

of Electricity Act, 2003 in the form of the draft Electricity Act (Amendment) Bill, 

2020 for comments/ suggestions from stakeholders on 17thApril 2020. 

  Central Government and the Government of Maharashtra have adequate food 

security for the poor people in the state.Around 52,000 fair price shops spread across 

the country. Around 43.51 lakh quintals of food grains distributed within the first 

fortnight of April amidst the lockdown period. Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Ann 
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yojana, 5Kg of food grain rice in the case Maharasthra- is being provided free of cost 

for three months form every beneficiary covered under the National Food Security 

Act ( NFSA). 

 Department of Posts planned to extend the payment of compensation of 10 lakh 

rupees to all postal employees including GraminDakSevaks employees to the corona 

disease. Department of Posts comes under essential services and the employees are 

performing various routine duties along with delivering COVID-19 test kit, food 

packets, rations, and essential medicines across the country. 

 Indian Institute of Astrophysics researchers has discovered hundreds of Lithium-rich 

giant stars. This discovery proves Li is being produced in the stars and accounts for its 

abundance in the interstellar medium. 

  Uttar Pradesh became the first state in India to geotag its 7,368 community kitchens 

and community shelters across 75 districts which produce 12 lakh food packets a day. 

The UP govt has partnered with Google to ‘Geo-map’ the locations of all these 

establishments on the Google Maps app for ease of beneficiaries. 

 Government of India formed a high level task force to research on coronavirus and 

develop a vaccine. The task force will work along with the international community 

on the vaccine development process for coronavirus. The high-level task force will be 

co-chaired by Member, NITI Aayog and principal Scientific Adviser to the 

Government of India Professor K Vijay Raghavan. 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh unveiled a Mobile Virology Research and 

Diagnostics Laboratory (MVRDL) via video conference. The laboratory was 

developed by DRDO in association with ESIC Hospital Hyderabad the Private 

industry. The launching of this testing facility will aid the country to fight COVID-19. 

 Ministry of Tourism presented its 7th webinar of Dekho Apna Desh Webinar Series 

on “Photowalking at Varanasi”. A Visual Treat webinar was presented by the team of 

City Explorers Private Limited. They introduced Varanasi diversity, mysticism, 

spirituality,cultural literacy, life experiences, and personal memories. 

 Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has constructed a new permanent bridge on the 

river Ravi connecting Kasowal enclave in Punjab to the rest of the country. The 

bridge was opened. The bridge was completed ahead of the schedule and opened to 

farmers. The 484-meter bridge was built by 141 Drain Maintenance Coy of 49 Border 

Roads Task Force (BRTF) of Project Chetak. 
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  Scientists from the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research-Institute of 

Genomics and Integrative Biology (CSIR-IGIB) have developed“Feluda”, a low-cost 

coronavirus test for detection of the pathogen. It will not require any expensive 

machines. The device “Feluda”; was named after the detective character in legendary 

filmmaker Satyajit Ray. The test was developed by Debojyoti Chakraborty and 

SouvikMaiti. 

 Scientists from Agharkar Research Institute (ARI) have developed a microreactor that 

can produce large quantities of uniform size of nanoparticles. Producing a uniform 

size ofnanoparticles has been a problem faced by the biomedical field. This discovery 

will serve as a major requirement in biomedical technology. 

 The Karnataka State government launched the “Apthamitra” app and exclusive toll-

free helpline number 14410. It was aimed to empower people in the state in the fight 

against coronavirus. It was launched by Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa. 

 National Highways Authority of India&#39;s centralized call number 1033 enabled to 

answer calls and help drivers/cleaners. The road transport ministry launched a 

dashboard containing a list of dhabas and truck repair shops. India centralized call 

number 1033 enabled to answer calls and help drivers/cleaners to find information 

about the dhabas and repair shops along National Highway. 

 Indian herpetologists have discovered a new species of viper family in Pakke Tiger 

Reserve in Arunachal Pradesh, and the green pit viper species was discovered by 

a team led by Zeeshan Mirza. The viper called Trimeresurus Salazar. It has a 

unique orange to reddish stripe present on the head and body in males. The pit vipers 

belong to the genus Trimeresurus and are distributed widely across East and South-

East Asia. 

 Ministry of Information and Broadcasting issued an advisory to print and electronic 

media by calling on journalists covering Corona virus-related incidents to take 

precautions. Around a large number of media, persons have recently contracted 

COVID-19 while covering the happenings in certain parts of the country.  The 

advisory asked the management of media houses to take necessary care of their field 

as well as office staff. 

 Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) planned to implement the drug, 

Sepsivac. Cytokines are produced in response to an infection. Cytokines are essential 

for host defense against pathogens. There are six types of cytokines called cytokine 
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profiles, acts on various pathogens. One of the significant contributors to death by 

COVID-19 is heightened immune response, called a cytokine storm. The immune 

system starts attacking both infected and uninfected cells. 

 Domestic Udan flights operate in a hub and the main focus has been on the North East 

Region, island territories and the hill states. Lifeline Udan cargo includes enzymes, 

medical equipment, testing kits, Personal prPE), masks, gloves by State/UT 

Governments and postal packets. Air India and IAF collaborated primarily for J&K, 

Ladakh, North-East and other island regions. 

 Technology Information, Forecasting, and Assessment Council (TIFAC), an 

autonomous Government of India prepared a white paper to strategize revival of post-

COVID 19 Indian economies. The main aim of the document would mainly focus on 

strengthening Make in India initiatives, commercialization of Indigenous technology, 

developing a technology-driven transparent Public Distribution System (PDS), 

efficient rural health care delivery. 

 Indian Railways among the organizations started providing 10,000 water bottles per 

day to Delhi Police personnel out on the streets in the fight against COVID-19. Indian 

Railways along with IRCTC, RPF and Zonal Railways distributed 50,000 water 

bottles in New Delhi. These policemen are performing their duties round the clock to 

not only to ensure that lockdown is implemented but also accompany doctors and 

paramedics in various locations under challenging circumstances. 

 Union Agriculture Minister Shri Narendra Singh Tomar took part in an extraordinary 

virtual meeting of G-20 Agriculture Ministers. The main aim is to address the issue of 

COVID-19 impacts on food security, safety, and nutrition. The Government of India 

Exempt all agriculture operations during the lockdown period and ensuring the 

continued availability of essential agriculture produce and supply. 

 Uttar Pradesh government ordered complete sealing of the Delhi-Noida border till 

further orders as a precautionary measure to contain the spread of COVID-19 

infection in Gautam Budhha Nagar district. The final order issued by the District 

Magistrate Gautam Buddha Nagar. The COVID-19 related services with a valid pass 

issued by an authorized official. The movement of transport vehicles, Ambulance 

Services, specialist doctors serving in Noida based hospitals shall be allowed. 

 

 



[
]

ZIA JUDICIALS MONTHLY MAGAZINE CURRENT AFFAIRS : APRIL 2020 

www.ziajudicials.com 011-42148003, 8929194873, 8130374873 
 

14

INTERNATIONAL 

 

 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman participates in 2nd Extraordinary G-20 

Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors meeting under the Saudi Arabian 

Presidency through videoconferencing. 

 UN Security Council unanimously adopts aresolution on the safety and security of 

peacekeepers. 

 East Asia and the Pacific could see up to 11 million people driven into poverty. 

World Bank warns in its report titled “East Asia and Pacific in the Time of Covid-19”. 

 NASA has launched theSunRISE mission to study the giant solar particle storms 

that impact the solar system. The mission will include six CubeSata, which will 

operate as a large radio telescope. 

 The World Bank offered funds worth $1 billion to the Indian Government for India’s 

COVID-19 emergency response and health systems preparedness project. 

 UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres has termed the coronavirus pandemic as 

the most challenging crisis since World War-II. 

 WHO declares Virus causing COVID-19 is primarily transmitted through 

‘respiratory droplets and close contacts’ not through theair. 

 Famed Italian shoe designer Sergio Rossi dies at 84 from novel coronavirus. 

 India has decided to allow export of anti-malarial drug hydroxychoroquine and 

paracetamol on a case-by-case basis to the countries which have already placed orders 

for them after meeting domestic requirements. 

 World Health Day was observed on 7th April 2020 with afocus on the critical role 

played by nurses and midwives in keeping the world healthy. 

 China was the world leader in international patent filings in 2019, unseating the 

United States which had held the top spot for more than four decades the World 

Intellectual Property Organisation said on April 7, 2020. A record 265,800 

international patent applications were filed in 2019, a hike of 5.2% from 2018. 

 Tropical Cyclone Harold hit the town of Luganville in South Pacific island nation 

Vanuatu on April 6,2020. Residents took shelter in caves to stay safe. 

 Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe declared a month-long state of emergency in 

Tokyo and six other parts of the country over a spike in coronavirus cases. The 
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measure falls short of the strictlockdowns but empowers local governors to urge 

people to stay inside and to call for businesses to close. 

 Britain’s Prince Harry and Meghan Markle who gave up their royal titles and shifted 

to US recently unveiled the name of their new ono-profit charitable organisation as 

Archewell based on the name of their 11-month old son Archie. 

 A three man crew comprising Anatoly Ivanishin and Ivan Vagner of Roscosmos and 

NASA’s Chris Cassidy docked successfully at the International Space Station. The 

Soyuz MS-16 capsule carrying them had blasted off from the Baikonur Cosmodrome 

six hours ago. 

 India’s GDP growth in 2020-2021 is expected to slow down to 4.8% because of 

COVID-19 pandemic the UN said in its ‘Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the 

Pacific 2020 report. India’s GDP growth for 2019-2020 was estimated at 5% and the 

forecast for 2020-2021 is 5.1%. 

 IMF MD Kristalina Georgieva named former RBI Governor RaghuramRajan and 11 

others to her external advisory group to provide perspectives from around the globe 

on key developments and policy issues, including responses to the exceptional 

challenges the World now faces due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

 Dharmendra Pradhan Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas and Steel participated in 

the G-20 Extraordinary Energy Minister’s virtual Meeting. The meeting was called by 

Saudi Arabia in its capacity as the G-20 Presidency and chaired by Saudi Arabia 

Energy Minister Prince Abdulaziz. Ways and means to ensure stable energy markets 

amidst demand reduction and production surplus were discussed. 

 Boxing Federation of India (BFI) has announced that India will be hosting the 2020 

Asian Boxing Championship. The championship is expected to the held during 

November- December. The host city is yet to be announced later. The announcement 

was made by the National Federation president Ajay Singh. 

 The US reaffirmed its determination to sell Harpoon air-launched anti-ship missiles 

and mark 54 lightweight torpedoes worth $155 million to India. The aim is to enhance 

India’s deterrent capabilities against “regional threats” and to strengthen its homeland. 

 The International Monetary Fund (IMF) proposed to release its full $1 trillion lending 

capacity to support countries that battle the COVID-19 outbreak. The IMF described 

the Covid-19 pandemic as a crisis like no other crisis ever. The announcement was 

made by the IMF Head Kristalina Georgieva. In the first-ever virtual annual spring 
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meeting of the IMF and the World Bank in Washington, the IMF announced its plans 

to double emergency financial assistance. 

 North Korea launched multiple short-range anti-ship cruise missiles into the sea. 

Also, Sukhoi jets fired air-to-surface missiles as part of its ongoing military exercises. 

The information passed by South Korea’s Military. The anti-ship missiles plunged 

into the sea more than 150 km off the east coast town of Munchon and the Sukhois 

carried out firing tests. 

 Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman 

participated in the virtual session of the 2nd G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank 

Governors meeting. The meeting was held under the Saudi Arabian Presidency. 

 The Government of India assured the Supreme Court that World Health 

Organization guidelines for the safety of health workers is being followed in all cases 

including Doctors, Nurses, Other Health Staff and Sanitation Workers. The 

government is to set up a separate helpline for Nurses to address their 

complaints in two hours. In India, the petition on behalf of the Nurses was filed by 

the United Nurses Association. It seeks a national corona management protocol. 

 North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has supervised the test-firing of a new type of 

"tactical guided weapon", as per a report by the country's state media on April 17, 

2019. The report stated that the advantages of the weapon include the peculiar mode 

of guiding flight and a load of a powerful warhead. 

 The Leatherback Turtles are the world’s largest living sea turtles. They are considered 

vulnerable under the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) red list 

of threatened species. They are considered endangered in Thailand. 

 US President Donald Trump has said that he wants to send a team of experts to China 

to investigate the COVID-19 outbreak. Trump said this a day after he warned China 

of consequences if it was knowingly responsible for the spread of COVID-19 that has 

killed more than 1,65,000 people globally, including over 41,000 in America. 

 The University of Oxford in the United Kingdom has developed a potential 

coronavirus vaccine. The first human trials of the potential vaccine will begin from 

April 23, 2020. 

 NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope celebrated 30 years of its launch on April 24, 2020. 

Hubble is one of the longest living Space Telescopes in the world. The Hubble 
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Telescope had first detected the evidence of theexistence of black holes in the center 

of the galaxy. 

 The World Health Organization recently showed Ladakh’s Aksai chin as a part of 

Chinese territory in its map. The region has been shown as a dotted line and colour 

code. The regions of Jammu and Kashmir and Pakistan occupied Kashmir were also 

shown as dotted lines. The dotted line signifies that the region is a disputed territory. 

 Stockholm International Peace Research Institute report titled “Trends in World 

Military Expenditure 2019” stated that India has become the third-largest military 

spender in the World after the US and China. 

 India sent 50,000 surgical gloves and one lakh tablets of hydroxychloroquine to 

Bangladesh to help its fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. The information was 

passed by India’s high commissioner to Bangladesh Riva Ganguly Das. 

 The Pakistan Navy successfully test-fired a series of anti-ship missiles in the 

NorthArabian Sea. The missile test was witnessed by the chief of naval staff admiral 

Zafar Mahmood Abbasi. The anti-ship missiles were fired from surface ships fixed 

and rotary-wing aircraft at the sea level by warships and aircraft. 

 Scientists from Copernicus European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts 

reported that the largest hole in the Ozone Layer spreading over 1million square 

kilometers above the arctic has closed due to unusual atmospheric conditions. 

 China named its first Mars exploration mission as Tianwen-1 as it celebrated “Space 

Day” on 24 April. The observation marks the 50th anniversary of the launch of the 

country’s first satellite Dong Fang Hong-1 in 1970. China’s first Mars mission has 

been scheduled to launch in 2020. 

 The largest number of nests of rare leatherback sea turtles in Thailand beaches. Then 

environmentalists said that this has accrued due to the bereft of tourists because of the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

 Global Network against Food Crises report officially released by the UN World Food 

program. The report indicates around 135 million people across 55 countries and 

territories experienced acute food insecurity. Around 55 food-crisis countries covered 

by the report and 75 million children were stunted. 183 million people were classified 

in Stressed conditions. 

 Iran launched a military satellite and the first satellite of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

successfully launched into orbit by the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps about the 
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Satellite. The Satellite reached an orbit of 425 kilometers (264 miles) above the earth 

surface. The two-stage launch took place in Iran's Central Desert. The satellite was 

sent into orbit using a Ghased or Messenger satellite. 
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SPORTS 

 The Tokyo Olympic Games have been rescheduled to be held from 23 July to 8 

August 2021. The announcement was made by the organizers of the Tokyo 2020 

Olympic and Paralympic Games.  

 Wimbledon organizers cancelled the Wimbledon Championship 2020 due to the 

coronavirus pandemic. The first match was scheduled to begin on 29 June 2020. This 

cancellation has happened for the first time since 1945 since World War II. 

 Tony Lewis, one of the men behind the Duckworth Lewis Stern method used in 

weather-affected limited-overs cricket matches dies inthe UK aged 78. 

 IOC sets 29 June 2021 as anew deadline for thequalification period ofthe Tokyo 

Olympic. 

 Mascots of the 19th Asian Games at Hangzhou, China in September 2022 unveiled 

are 3 robots named Congcong, Lianlian and Chenchen. 

 International Day of Sport for Development and Peace was observed on 6 April 

2020 by the UN. This year’s day will focus on the health benefits of participating in 

sporting and physical activity in view ofthe COVID-19 pandemic. 

 The World Anti-Doping Agency celebrated the Play True Day on 9th April 2020. 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic this year WADA celebrated the day around the 

theme ‘Play Safe on Play True Day 2020’. 

 Top Indian grappler Bajrang Punia regained the world number one spot in the men's 

65kg freestyle category in the rankings issued by United World Wrestling on April 

17, 2019.  The 25-year-old Indian, who won gold in the Asian Games and 

Commonwealth Games as well as a silver in the World Championships last year, 

secured 58 ranking points ahead of AkhmedChakaev of Russia, who has 21 points. 

 The 23rd edition of the Asian Athletics Championship concluded in Doha, Qatar on 

April 24, 2019. India with 17 medals (3 Gold, 7 silver and 7 bronze) finished fourth in 

the tournament. The four-day event saw participation from 63 nations across the 

world. Bahrain topped the tally with 11 gold, 7 silver and 4 bronze, followed by China 

with 10 gold, 13 silver, 7 bronze and then Japan with 5 gold, 4 silver, 9 bronze. 

 India has lost the hosting rights of the 2021 Men’s World Boxing Championship after 

the Boxing Federation of India (BFI) failed to pay the hosting fee to International 

Boxing Association (AIBA). 
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IMPORTANT DAYS 

 

April 1: April Fool Day 

April Fool's Day is also known as All Fool's Day and is celebratedfor centuries but its origins 

are uncertain. According to some historians, it was first celebrated in 1852, when France 

switched from the Julian calendar to the Gregorian calendar and some say that it is related to 

the turn of the seasons. 

1st April - Odisha Foundation Day 

Odisha Foundation Day is celebrated on 1st April every year in memory to become a separate 

province on 1 April 1936.  

4 April- International Day of Mine awareness 

Every Year on 4 April International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action 

is observed to spread awareness about the threat caused by landmines to the safety, health and 

lives of civilian populations and encourages state Governments to develop mine-clearing 

programs. 

5th April- National Maritime Day 

On 5th April every year in India National Maritime day is observed because on this date in 

1919 navigation history was created SS Loyalty, the first ship of The Scindia Steam 

Navigation Company Ltd journeyed to the United Kingdom. It was a red-letter day in the 

account of Indian navigation. 

7 April- World Health Day 

World Health Day is celebrated worldwide every year on 7th April. Various programs and 

arrangements are managed by the World Health Organisation. It was first time celebrated in 

1950. 
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8 April - Hanuman Jayanti 

TheBirthday of Lord Hanuman is celebrated as Hanuman Jayanti. It is celebrated twice a 

year. Hanuman Jayanti is celebrated all over the country on the full moon day of Chaitra 

month and one day before theDiwali festival in the second Kartik month on Narak 

Chaturdashi.  

10 April - World Homoeopathy Day (WHD) 

WHD is observed every year on 10 April to pay tribute to the founder and father of 

theHomeopathy system of medicine Dr. Christian Friedrich Samuel Hahnemann. The main 

aim of this day is to spread knowledge about Homeopathic medicine in public health. In fact 

from 10 April to 16 April World Homeopathy Week is celebrated annually which is 

organised by the World Homeopathy Awareness Organisation. This day is celebrated both 

forhomeopaths and also for those who have been healed with homoeopathy. 

10 April - Good Friday 

This year Good Friday is celebrated on 10th April, This day considered as an auspicious day 

in Christianity. Good Friday is observed by Christians to commemorate the crucifixion of 

Jesus Christ and is observed on the Friday before Easter Sunday. On this occasion, people 

observe fast visit the church and remember the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. It is also known as 

Black Friday, Holy Friday, Great Friday, or Easter Friday. 

10 April - Siblings Day 

Siblings are an important part of our lives. One cannot imagine his or her life without 

siblings. To honour our siblings, to show affection, to appreciate one another -- National 

Siblings Day is celebrated every year on April 10. In India, the occasion of Raksha Bandhan 

celebrates the special bond between the siblings. Siblings Day is celebrated in many parts of 

the world likethe United Kingdom, Australia, India etc. but is not federally recognized.  

11 April - National Safe Motherhood Day (NSMD) 

NSMD is observed on 11 April every year to create awareness about maternity facilities, 

lactating women and also for proper health care given to women. 
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12 April - Easter Festival 

Easter festival commemorates the resurrection of Jesus from the dead and is celebrated across 

the world. It begins from the Lent and ends with Holy Week, which includes Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday and finally Easter Sunday. In Latin Easter is known as Pascha. It is 

celebrated annually but the date of the festival is not fixed, it varies every year.  

13 April - Jallianwala Bagh Massacre 

It took place on 13 April 1919 at Amritsar and is also known asthe Amritsar massacre. On 

this day, British troops under the Command of Gen Dyer fired on a large crowd of unarmed 

Indians in Amritsar in Punjab of India. Several hundred peoples were killed and many 

hundreds were wounded. 

14 April- B.R. Ambedkar Remembrance Day 

B.R. Ambedkar Remembrance Day is also known as Ambedkar Jayanti or Bhim Jayanti 

which is observed on 14 April to commemorate the memory of B.R Ambedkar. This day 

celebrates the birthday of Baba Saheb Bhimrao Ambedkar, an Indian politician and social 

rights activist. 

17 April - World Haemophilia Day 

World Haemophilia Day is observed on 17 April every year to increase awareness about 

haemophilia disease and other inherited bleeding disorders. In 1989, World Haemophilia Day 

was started by the World Federation of Haemophilia (WFH) in honour of WFH founder 

Frank Schnavel's birthday. 

18 April- World Heritage Day 

This day is observed every year on 18 April to preserve the human heritage and recognise the 

efforts of all the relevant organisations in the field. This day was announced by the 

International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) in 1982 and was approved by the 

General Assembly of UNESCO in 1983. 

21 April - National Civil Service Day 

Every year on 21 April Civil Service Day is celebrated to rededicate and to recommit 

themselves to the cause of the people. On this day Civil servants from various parts of the 
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country come together, share their experiences and also learn other's experiences of working 

in the public sector. 

22 April- World Earth Day 

This day is observed every year on 22 April to mark the anniversary of the birth of the 

modern environmental movement in 1970. In the Universe Earth is the only planet where life 

is possible and so it is necessary to maintain this natural asset. World Earth Day is celebrated 

to increase awareness about the importance of the planet. 

23 April - World Book and Copyright Day 

Every year on 23rd April this day is celebrated to promote the enjoyment of books and 

reading. It is necessary to recognise the magical powers of books because they generate a link 

between the past and the future, a bridge between generations and across cultures. 

23 April - English Language Day 

English Language Day is celebrated on 23 April annually and is a United Nations (UN) 

observance day. The day coincides with both birthday and death day of William Shakespeare 

and World Book Day 

24 April - National Panchayati Raj Day 

National Panchayati Raj Day is celebrated every year on 24 April in India. On this day 

Constitution came into force with effect from 24 April, 1993. In 2010 the first National 

Panchayati Raj Day was celebrated. A new part in the Constitution Part IX was added by 

passing 73rd Amendment Act from Article 243 to 243 (O) titled "The Panchayats" and a new 

Eleventh Schedule consisting of 29 subjects within the functions of Panchayats were also 

added. 

25 April - World Veterinary Day 

World Veterinary Day is observed on every last Saturday of April month globally to raise 

awareness in the public about the important roles veterinarians plays. The World 

Organisation creates this day for Animal Health and the World Veterinary Association. 
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25 April - World Malaria Day 

World Malaria Day is celebrated every year on 25 April to raise awareness about the disease 

malaria, how to control it and how to eradicate it completely. In 2008, first Malaria Day was 

celebrated, which was developed from Africa Malaria Day, which was an event observed 

since 2001 by the African governments. In the 60th session of the World Health Assembly in 

2007, it was proposed that Africa Malaria Day can be changed to World Malaria Day. 

26 April - World Intellectual Property Day 

This day is celebrated every year on 26 April and was established by the World Intellectual 

Property Organisation (WIPO) in 2000 to raise awareness of how patents, copyright, 

trademarks and designs impact on daily life. And also it plays an important role that 

intellectual property rights play in encouraging innovation and creativity. 

28 April - World Day for Safety and Health at Work 

This day is observed on 28 April every year by the International Labour Organisation (ILO) 

since 2003. This day marks how to improve occupational safety, health and looks for 

continuing these efforts through several changes like technology, demographics, climate 

change etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



[
]

ZIA JUDICIALS MONTHLY MAGAZINE CURRENT AFFAIRS : APRIL 2020 

www.ziajudicials.com 011-42148003, 8929194873, 8130374873 
 

25

APPOINTMENTS 

 

Name of the Person Designation 

 

BP Kanungo Deputy Governor of RBI 

 

L Duraiswamy  New Managing Director of Sundaram 

Finance 

 

Justice Rajnesh Oswal The first judge of Common Jammu and 

Kashmir Ladakh High Court 

 

 

Dilip Kumar Patel Director Human Resource by National 

Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) 

 

Late Kobe Bryant Member of Naismith Memorial Basketball 

Hall of Fame 

 

Anurag Srivastav Spokesperson of the Ministry of External 

Affairs 

 

UB Pravin Rao  New Chairman of NASSCOM 

 

Justice Shiva Kirti Singh Chairperson of TDSAT 

 

Justice Dipankar Datta Chief Justice of Bombay High Court 

 

Kapil Dev Tripathi Secretary to the President of India, Ram Nath 

Kovind 

 

Sanjay Kothari New Chief Vigilance Commissioner(CVC) 
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of India 

 

Deepak Mittal Next Ambassador of India to the State of 

Qatar 

 

Piyush Srivastava Next Ambassador of India to the State of 

Bahrain 

Rajiv Kumar Chairperson of the Public Enterprises 

Selection Board (PESB) 

 

Suresh N Patel Vigilance Commissioner 

 

lRaghuramRajan Member of External Advisory Group of IMF 

(12 members) 

 

 

R V Verma  Part-time Chairman, AU Small Finance Bank 

 

 

Sanjay Agarwal 

MD & CEO, AU Small Finance Bank 

Ursula Papandrea Acting President, International Weightlifting 

Federation (IWF) 
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OBITUARY 

 

1. Tamil Folk Singer and Actress ParavaiMuniyamma Passes Away at 83. 

2. Professor Arjun Dev, the legendary educationist and historian, has passed away. He was 

81. 

3.  Princess Of Spain Maria Teresa Passes Away Due to COVID-19 at 86. 

4. Nobel laureate in physics, Philip Anderson, Passes Away at 96. 

5. Tony Lewis, one of the inventors of Duckworth-Lewis-Stern method, passes away at 78. 

6. Emmy Winning Singer Adam Schlesinger Passes Away at 52 Suffering COVID-19. 

7.  Padma Shri Winner And Sikh Spiritual Singer, Nirmal Singh, Passes Away Of COVID-

19. 

8.  Former Arunachal minister Passang Wangchuk Sona passes away. 

9. Veteran Indian-origin virologist in South Africa Gita Ramjee Passes Away from 

coronavirus. 

10. Former Honduras President Rafael Callejas, Disgraced by FIFAgate Scandal, Passes 

Away at 76. 

11. Veteran Music Composer MK Arjunan Passes Away at 84. 

12. Pro Football Hall of Famer Bobby Mitchell Passes Away at 84. 

13. Former New Zealand Wicket-keeper Batsman Jock Edwards Passes Away at 64. 

14. Former England cricketer Peter Walker passes away at 84. 

15. Former Libya Prime Minister Mahmoud Jibril Passes Away Due to coronavirus at 68. 

16. Kannada actor Bullet Prakash passes away at 44. 

17. Film-theatre actor Sasi Kalinga passes away. 

18. Former Australian Test Cricketer Stephen O’Keefe Retires From First Class Cricket. 

19. Veteran Indian-American Journalist BrahmKanchibotla Passes Away of coronavirus at 66. 

20. Swiss Ice Hockey Player Chappot Passes Away due to COVID-19 Aged 79. 

21. Senior Politician HazarilalRaghuwanshi passes away. 

22.  ‘James Bond’ and ‘Avengers’ actress Honor Blackman passes away at 94. 

23. Former Real Madrid, Barcelona and Atletico coach Radomir Antic passes away at 71. 

24. Padma Shri classical singer Shanti Hiranand passes away at 87. 

25. She had also penned a book titled “Begum Akhtar: The Story of My Ammi.” 

26. The former Zimbabwean cricketer Jackie du Preez passed away. 

27. Formula 1 legend Stirling Moss passes away at 90. He was from Britain. 
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28. Former Chelsea and England goalkeeper Peter Bonetti Passes Away at 78. 

29. Former Attorney General of India Ashok Desai passes away at 77. 

30. Veteran Congress Leader and Former Union Minister Rajasekharan Passes Away at 91. 

31. Former American professional Golfer Doug Sanders (George Douglas Sanders) has passed 

awayfrom natural cause. He was 86. Sanders was nicknamed as the “Peacock of the 

Fairways”. 

32. Former US Baseball Player Glenn Beckert Dies at 79. 

33. National Football League’s Hall of Famer Willie Davis Passes Away at 85. 

34. Film, TV and theatre actor Ranjit Chowdhry passes away at 65. 

35. Pakistan first-class cricketer Zafar Sarfraz passes away at 50 due to COVID-19. 

36. Veteran Tribal leader and former Odisha minister SaharaiOram Passes away at 78. 

37. Quit India Movement Freedom Fighter RV Bhuskute passes away at 94. 

38.  Oscar-winning Animator and Film director Gene Deitch passes away at 95. 

39. BMW India CEO Rudratej Singh Passes Away at 46. 

40. Former Prime Minister of Fiji Laisenia Qarase Passes Away at 79. 

41. Eminent theatre director, actor and activist, Usha Ganguly passed away. 

42. Former Rajya Sabha MP Basanta Das Passes Away at 80. 

43. Former Australian All-Rounder Graeme Watson Passes Away at 75. 

44. Veteran sports photojournalist Ronojoy ‘Ronny’ Roy passed away at the age of 57 years. 

45. Former Bihar & Tripura Governor DevanandKonwar Passes Away at 86. 

46. Ex-NASA Administrator James M. Beggs Passes Away at 94. 

47. Eminent Odia dramatist, lyricist and screenwriter Bijay Mishra has passed away following 

a prolonged illness. 

48. Veteran Bollywood actor Irfan Khan passes away at 54. 

49. Former Liverpool footballer Michael Robinson Passes Away at 61. 
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

 

1. Naveen Pathak awarded with ‘Hero to Animals Award’ by PETA’ India. 

2. England’s all rounded Ben Stokes has been named as the leading cricketer in the 

world by Wisden for the year 2019. He is the first player from England since 2005 

to be named for this award.Australia’s Ellyse Perry has been named the Wisden’s 

LeadingFemale Cricketer in Women’s Category in World.The other five 

Cricketers of the year by Wisden’s are: Jofra Archer(England), Pat Cummins 

(Australia),Simon Harmer(South Africa), Marnus Labuschagne(Australia) and 

Ellyse Perry (Autralia female). 

3. Adam Higgin has been awarded the 2020 William E.Colby Military Writers’ 

Award for his book “Midnight in Chernobyl: The Untold Story of the Wolrd’s 

Greatest Nuclear Disaster”. 

4. Actor, producer and screenwriter Salim Khan, who is also the father of superstar 

Salman Khan, was honoured with the Master Deenanath Mangeshkar Lifetime 

Award. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



[
]

ZIA JUDICIALS MONTHLY MAGAZINE CURRENT AFFAIRS : APRIL 2020 

www.ziajudicials.com 011-42148003, 8929194873, 8130374873 
 

30

SCHEMES AND INITIATIVES BY INDIAN GOVERNMENT 

 

1. Indian Railway’s Rail Coach Factory (RCF) in Kapurthala, Punjab has developed 

a low-cost ventilator prototype named ‘JEEWAN’ that is much cheaper than 

regular ventilators. 

2. Civil Services Associations launches initiatives ‘CARUNA’ to help Government 

Fight coronavirus. The acronym ‘CARUNA’ stands for Civil Services 

Associations Reach to support in Natural Disasters. 

3. India launches Operation “Sanjeevani” to send 6.7 tomes of medicalassistance to 

theMaldives amidst COVID19 Crisis. 

4. Ministry of Human Resources Development in collaboration with All India 

Council for Technical Education (AICTE) has launched a mega online challenge – 

SAMADHAN – to test the ability of students to innovate in relation to COVID-

19. 

5. HRD Ministry Launches Week-long ‘Bharat Padhe Online’ Campaign to invite 

ideas for improving online education ecosystem. 

6. Delhi Government Launches “Operation SHIELD” for Containment of COVID-

19. Here SHIELD stands for: 

 Sealing of the immediate area/surroundings after geographical marking, 

 Home quarantine of all the people living in the area, 

 Isolation and tracing of people who have been first and second contacts, 

 Essential supply of commodities is ensured, 

 Local sanitization of the area by authorities, 

 Door-to-door health checks of everyone living in the area. 

7. Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani has given the green signal for the third 

edition of his government’s ‘SujalamSufalam Jal Sanchay Abhiyan’ amid 

Coronavirus lockdown. It is a conservation plan to deepen water bodies in the 

state before the monsoon. 

8. Indian badminton champion, P.V. Sindhu has been selected as one of the 

ambassadors for Badminton World Federation (BWF)’s “I am badminton” 

awareness campaign. 

9. HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Launches Nationwide VidyaDaan 2.0 Program 

for inviting e-Learning Content Contributions. 
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10. Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy relaunched the ‘YSR 

Zero Interest Loan’ Scheme for women self-help groups (SHGs) in the state. He 

released a sum of Rs 1,400 crore to 8.78 lakh SHGs. 

11. Madhya Pradesh government has launched the “Jivan Shakti Yojana” for women 

and aims at providing home-based employment for women. Under this scheme, 

women entrepreneurs of urban areas in MP can start the construction of masks by 

registering themselves on a portal. 

12. Union Minister of Rural Development & Panchayati Raj Shri Narendra Singh 

Tomar issues guidelines regarding the SVAMITVA scheme. 

About theSVAMITVA scheme: It has been launched by the Ministry of 

Panchayati Raj. Aim/Purpose: TheSVAMITVA scheme aims to provide an 

integrated property validation solution for rural India, engaging the latest Drone 

Surveying technology, for demarcating the inhabitant (Aabadi) land in rural areas. 

The scheme will provide rural people with the right to document their residential 

properties so that they can use their property for economic purposes. 

The program is currently being implemented in six states – Haryana, Karnataka, 

Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand. 

13. The Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister, Y. S.Jaganmohan Reddy has unveiled the 

‘Jagananna Vidya Deevena’ Scheme on 28 April 2020. 

The scheme has been launched to give 100% free reimbursement to those students 

pursuing courses post-matric like ITI to Ph.D and who hails from below poverty 

line family. 
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RANKINGS 

 

1. The Tamil Nadu state has finishes on top at all India level for micro-irrigation 

coverage in the financial year 2019-20, as part ofthe implementation of the Pradhan 

Mantri Krishi SinchayeeYojna (PMKSY). 

2. As per the World Intellectual Property Organisations (WIPO) annual report, released 

on 7th April 2020, China was the World leader in patent filings in the year 2019, 

surpassing the United States, which had held the top spot for more than four decades. 

The UN agency WIPO informed that a record 265,800 international patent application 

was filed in 2019, which was 5.2% more from 2018. 

3. Jeff Bezos Tops Forbes’ Billionaire List 2020: Mukesh Ambani at 21st Spot in the 

List. 

4. India ranked 142nd in World Press Freedom Index 2020, Top-Norway. 

5. UjjivanSmail Finance Bank has been ranked 5th in the  “Best Large Workplace in 

Asia  2020’ by the Great Place To Work Institute. 

There are 3 Indian organisations in the top 5. These are Tata Power Delhi Distribution 

Ltd. Ranked 3rd and Music Broadcast Ltd. Ranked 4th. 

6. New Zealand’s University of Auckland Tops THE Impact Ranking 2020, IIT 

Kharagpur top Indian University at rank 57th. 
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APPS AND PORTALS 

 

1. Jharkhand government launches the“PRAGYAAM” App to issue e-passes to 

everyone associated with thedelivery of essential services amid lockdown. 

2. The Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) has announced the launch of a 

learning platform iGOT – Integrated Govt Online Training. The e-learning platform 

has been launched for all frontline workers to equip them with the training and 

updates in coping with COVID-19. 

3. Thegovernment launchesa mobile app “AAROGYASETU” to help people trackthe 

spread of coronavirus. 

4. Chattisgarh’sJanjgir-Champa District Police createsan app “RAKSHA SARV” to 

keep an eye on home quarantined people. 

5. “CORONA WATCH” app is launched bytheKarnataka Govt. to track movement 

history of corona positive patients.  

6. IBM launches “WATSON ASSISTANT FOR CITIZENS” to quickly address 

COVID19 queries. 

7. HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal launches web portal “YUKTI” in New Delhi. It 

stands for Young India Combating COVID With Knowledge, Technology and 

Innovation. 

8. AgricultureMinister launches mobile app “KISAN RATH” to facilitate transportation 

of food grains and perishables during thelockdown. 

9. IIT Ropar launches “WARDBOT” to deliver food and medicines to COVID19 

patients. 

10. IIM – Kozhikode develops one stop COVID19 platform “COVID-FYI” for accessing 

emergency govt services. 

11. Chattisgarh govt launches web portal “GHAAT” for home delivery of fruits, 

vegetables amid extended lockdown. 

12. Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) has launched an app named “e-

KARYALAY” that enables the movement of files and documents without physical 

touch. 

13. Thegovernment launches Dashboard “COVID WARRIORS” containing details of 

healthcare professionals and volunteers for combating COVID19. 
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14. Karnataka govt launches mobile app “APTHAMITRA” and helpline number to fight 

COVID19. 

15. IIT Delhi develops mobile app “WASH KARO” to warn about COVID19 

containment zones and filter fake news. 

16. The Union Minister of  Health and Family Welfare, Dr. Harshvardhan has launched 

an interactive platform called “COVID INDIA SEWA” to provide a real-time 

solutions to COVID19 related queries. 

17. Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the e-Gram Swaraj portal and launched  

Swamitva Scheme on 24 April 2020. It is an effort to increase the pace of 

development in India’s villages and enable complete digitization of gram panchayats. 

It will also ensure the demarcation of inhabited land in rural areas.  

18. Pune Municipal Corporation develops mobile app “SAIYAM” to track home 

quarantined citizens. 

19. The Indian Institute of Information Technology and Management-Kerala (IITM-K) 

has developed a search engine based on artificial intelligence (AI) named 

‘VILOKANA” to enable researches in getting deeper insights into scientific studies 

on COVID-19. 

20. Kerala govt hospitals launch ‘KARMI-Bot’ to serve COVID-19 patients. 

21. Social Media giant, Facebook has launched the“Messenger Rooms” service that will 

allow group video calls of up to 50 people. 

22. Australian Government Launches Controversial Coronavirus Tracking App 

“COVIDSafe”. 

23. IIT Delhi launches Dashboard ‘PRACRITI’ to predict district, state wise Covid-19 

transmission rate. 

24. CSIR-CMERI develops Low-Cost Robotic Device ‘HCARD’ to assist frontline 

COVID-19 healthcare warriors. 
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BOOKS AND AUTHORS 

 

HOW THE ONION GOT ITS LAYERS 

This book is written by Sudha Murty. It is the second book of the Chapter series by Murty, 

the first being “How the Sea Became Salty”. 

The book is being released in its e-book and audio form for young children. It is the first ever 

audio book by Murty and will be released on World Book Day, i.e, April 23, 2020. 

 

SRIDEVI: THE ETERNAL SCREEN GODDESS 

Satyarth Nayak the author and screenwriter has written his 1st non-fiction book titled as 

‘Sridevi: The Eternal Screen Goddess’ which is about the late actress Sridevi. It is published 

by Penguin eBury Press. 

THE ART OF HER DEAL: THE UNTOLD STORY OF MELANIA TRUMP 

This book is written by Mary Jordan and published by Simon and Schuster. 

THE WIZENARD SERIES: SEASON ONE 

The book ‘The Wizenard Series: Season One’ is created by American Basket baller Kobe 

Bryant & authored by Wesley King tops the New York Times. It is published by Kobe 

Bryant’s Granity Studios. 

SAYAJIRAO GAEKWAD III: MAHARAJA OF BARODA 

This book is written by Uma Balasubramaniam’s.  

SHUTTLING TO THE TOP; THE STORY OF PV SINDHU 

The story of PV Sindhu authored by Krishnaswamy V was published bytheHarperCollins in 

Amazon digital platform along with other two books, amid the lockdown due to coronavirus. 

The other two books published by HarperCollins are , ‘Shameless’  by Taslima Nasreen 

translated from Bengali written by Arunava Sinha &‘The Big Questions of Life’  by Om 

Swami. 
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MEMOIRS AND MISINFORMATION 

Canadian American comedian & actor Jim Carrey and writer Dana Vachon authorised a 

novel named “Memoirs and Misinformation” a fearless and semi-autobiographical novel 

about the reconstruction of personality. It is published by Alfred A Knopf. 

HOW CONTAGION WORKS: SCIENCE, AWARENESS AND COMMUNITY IN 

TIMES OF GLOBAL CRISIS 

This book is written by Paolo Giordano to provide better understanding and prevention of 

novel coronavirus (COVID 19). 

THE ENLIGHTENMENT OF THE GREENGAGE TREE 

This book is written byShokoofeh Azar. 

BACKSTAGE: THE STORY BEHIND INDIA’S HIGH GROWTH YEARS 

Montek Singh Ahluwalia the Economist, civil servant & Deputy Chairman of the Indian 

Planning Commission, with the rank of Cabinet Minister, from July  2004 to May 2014 & 

Padma Vibhushan awardee (2011) has authored a book titled ‘Backstage: The Story Behind 

India’s High Growth Years which captures the essence of policymaking between 1985 and 

2014. 
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SUPREME COURT LATEST JUDGMENTS 

 

 In Case State ofGujarat v. MansukhbhaiKanijibhaiShahSupreme court held that a 

‘deemed university’ will come under the ambit ofthe Prevention of Corruption Act, 

1988. TheBench of Justices N V Ramana, Mohan M Shantangoudar and Ajay 

Rastogi set aside a judgment of the high court of Gujarat, which had allowed the 

discharge of trustees of a deemed university , from prosecution in a corruption case. 

The Apex court observed that the High court was, in fact, incorrect in holding that a 

“deemed university” is excluded the ambit of the term “University” under section2(c) 

(xi) of the prevention of corruption Act. 

 In thecase of Christian Medical College Vellore Association V. Union of India 

&ors. Supreme court has upheld the validity of National Eligibility Cum Entrance 

Test (NEET) for admissions to medical and dental courses.The Bench of Justices 

Arun Mishra, Vineet Saran and M R Shah further re-stated principles governing 

minority educational institution under Article 30 of the constitution, noting that the 

right conferred on religious and linguistic minorities to administer educational 

institution of their choice is not an “absolute right” and is not free of “regulation” 

from the state. 

 Inthe case of Shiva kumar and ors. V. Sharanabasappa and ors.Elucidating power 

of “remand “ under the civil procedure code 1908 vis-à-vis order41 rule 23A, 

Supreme court held that re-trial should not be ordered in a routine manner and neither 

should the appellate Court pass orders of remand in a routine manner. TheBench of 

Justices A M Khanwilkar, Dinesh Maheswari and Hemant Gupta observed that 

the appellate court should ordinarily determine the suit finally when the evidence 

available is sufficient to disposeof the matter. 

 Inthe case of Vijay Kurle and ors. The supreme court has held that a citizen must 

have some standing or knowledge before questioning the capability of or entreaty of a 

Judge of the highest court and cautioned that the right to criticize judgments delivered 

by any court, including the supreme court, does not encompass the right to question 

the “bona fides” of a judge to raise a question with regard to their competence. A 

bench of Justices Deepak Gupta and Aniruddha Bose made these observations 

while holding Vijay Kurle (state president, Maharashtra and Goa, Indian bar 
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association),  Rashid Khan Pathan (National Secretary, Human right security council) 

& Nilesh Ojha (National president, Indian bar association) guilty of contempt. 

 Inthe case of Quippo Construction equipment ltd. V. Janardan Nirmanpvt. 

Ltd.The Supreme Court has held that the non-participation of a party in arbitral 

proceedings shall result in "Waiver of Right" to raise objections on jurisdiction 

afteran award has been passed. A bench of Justices Uday Umesh Lalit and Vineet 

Saran noted that technicalities surrounding the "venue" and 'place" may not 

necessarily be relevant in domestic arbitrations as they are in international 

commercial arbitrations, due to uniformity inthe application of the substantive and 

curial laws. 

 In thecase of Dinesh Kumar Gupta V. High Court of Judicature of Rajasthan 

&Ors.The Supreme Court has held that the period of service as an "ad-hoc" Judge 

shall not count for purposes of seniority of District Judge. While deciding the issue 

raised by Rajasthan Judicial Service Officers Association against Seniority list 

prepared by the High Court, claiming reckoning of their service as Additional District 

and Sessions Judges in Fast Track Courts, Bench of Justices UU Lalit and Vineet 

Saran held that the "reckonable date" shall bethe date of substantive appointment and 

not from date of initial ad-hoc appointment or promotion while considering seniority. 

 Inthe case of Vodafone Idea Ltd. V. Assistant Commissioner of Income Tax 

Circle 26 (2) &Anr.The Supreme Court directed the Income Tax authorities to refund 

only the amount of Rs.733 Crores for the Assessment Year 2014-15, amidst the 

telecom giant's claim of the Department not processing income tax refunds of Rs 

4,760 crore for the AYs 2014-15 to 2017-18.The Bench of Justices UU Lalit and 

Vineet Saran further noted that the exercise of power under Sub-sections (2) and (3) 

of Section 143 of the Income Tax Act, 1961 is premised on non-acceptance of what is 

evident from the return itself and to ensure that there is no avoidance of tax in any 

manner. 

 In thecase of Aishwarya Atul Pulsalkar V. Maharashtra Housing Development 

Authority &Ors.The Supreme Court has held that when a builder has discharged his 

obligation by accommodating the original owners in the redeveloped portion, a lady 

married into that family would not be entitled to invoke writ jurisdiction to enforce 

her right to matrimonial home citing provisions of the relevant housing and area 

development statute if her husband does not permit her to reside in the allocated 
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portion. In the instance case, a bench of Justices Deepak Gupta and Aniruddha Bose 

was deciding the appeal filed by a woman, seeking right to reside in the homes 

allotted to her husband under the Maharashtra Housing and Area Development Act 

1976. Court held that the Wife's right to reside in her matrimonial home does not flow 

from the MHADA Act 1976 Act. 

 In thecase of VK Sasikala V. Election Commission of India.The Supreme Court 

dismissed the plea for review of its March, 2019 decision by which the political 

faction led by former AIADMK leader T. T. V. Dhinakaran was denied the 'pressure 

cooker' symbol, that it had hoped to employ exclusively for the 2019 Lok Sabha polls 

and the assembly bye-elections. The bench of Chief Justice S. A. Bobde, Justices 

Deepak Gupta and Sanjiv Khanna dismissed the review petition filed in the name of 

AMMK President V. K. Sasikala, a close confidante of late Tamil Nadu Chief 

Minister and AIADMK chief J. Jayalalithaa. Dhinakaran had fought a long and 

protracted battle for the election symbol of "two leaves", which claim was rejected by 

the Election Commission of India, two Benches of the High Court and virtually by the 

Supreme Court as well, by its order of March 15, 2019, by which a limited notice was 

issued to explore the possibility of allotment of the symbol of "pressure cooker" to the 

faction. 

 Inthe case of Tanuj Dhawan V. Courts On Its Own Motion. Keeping in view the 

inability of parents having visitation rights to meet their children physically due to the 

nationwide lockdown, the Supreme Court directed that they may resort to electronic 

means for the same, directing thereby that all the parents having visitation rights can 

now avail electronic visitations via Video Calls etc. instead of physical visitations 

during this period. A bench of Justices N. V. Ramana, S. K. Kaul and B. R.Gavai 

passed the order in a PIL which raised concerns regarding the Mental Health of 

Children due tothe impossibility of maintaining contact with their parents having due 

visitation rights. 

 Inthecase of Prashant Bhushan V. Jaidev Rajnikanth Joshi. The Supreme Court 

bench of Justices Ashok Bhushan and Sanjiv Khanna granted interim protection from 

arrest to Advocate Prashant Bhushan in FIR registered against him by Gujarat police 

alleging hurting of religious sentiments. The FIR was registered over the critical 

comments made by Bhushan on twitter against Union Minister Prakash Javadekar 

tweeting a picture of himself watching "Ramayana" serial amidst the national 
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lockdown. In that context, Bhushan tweeted on March 28 : "As crores starve and walk 

hundreds of miles home due to the lockdown, our heartless ministers celebrate 

consuming and feeding the opium of Ramayana & Mahabharata to the people!". 

 In thecase of Chebrolu Leela Prasad Rao &Ors. V. State of A.P. &Ors.A 

Constitution bench comprising Justices Arun Mishra, Indira Banerjee, Vineet Saran, 

M.R. Shah and Aniruddha Bose held that 100 % reservation of teachers belonging to 

the Scheduled Tribe category at schools situated in "Scheduled Ares" is 

constitutionally invalid. The Bench also quashed the Government order issued under 

the hand of Governor of State of Andhra Pradesh which had affirmed absolute 

reservation for ST teachers and imposed costs on both Andhra Pradesh & Telangana 

Governments, seeking reasons from the government's for breaching the 50% ceiling 

in reservations. 

 Inthe case of West U.P. Sugar Mills Association &Ors. v. The State of Uttar 

Pradesh&Ors.A Constitution bench comprising Justices Arun Mishra, Indira 

Banerjee, Vineet Saran, M R Shah and S Ravindra Bhat held that both Centre and 

State have concurrent powers to fix the prices of sugarcane and that the price' fixed by 

the State Government for sugarcane cannot be lower than the 'minimum price' fixed 

by the center. The Bench also put the conflict between two judgments of the same 

strength to rest, i.e. Ch. Tika Ramji & Others, Etc. vs. The State of Uttar Pradesh & 

Others [AIR 1956 SC 676] and U.P. Cooperative Cane Unions Federations vs. West 

U.P. Sugar Mills Association and Others [(2004)5 SCC 430], concluding thereby that 

there existed no conflict between these two decisions and that there was no need for 

reference to a 7-judge bench. 

 In thecase of Chander Mohan Negi and others v. State of Himachal Pradesh 

&Ors.Supreme Court rejected the challenge against a decision ofthe Himachal 

Pradesh Government, to regularize teachers who were appointed underthe Primary 

Assistant Teachers (PAT) scheme, Para Teachers Policy and other schemes. In this 

case, an appeal had been filed against the division bench order of the High Court 

which had directed the state to regularize those teachers who were appointed for 

filling up of vacancies of Junior Basic Training (JBT) Teachers as per Recruitment 

and Promotion Rules. A bench comprising Justices Mohan M Shantangoudar& R. 

Subhash Reddy held that as and when the appointees under the scheme completed 15 
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years of service and had acquired professional qualifications, they could not be denied 

regularization. 
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CORONAVIRUS 

 

What is coronavirus? 

 A coronavirus belongs to a large family of viruses that cause illness ranging from the 

common cold to more severe diseases such as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome 

(MERS-CoV) and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS-CoV). A wide 

range of animals are known to be the source of coronavirus. The virus can be 

transmitted to humans and spread between them. Virology is the study of Viruses. 

 Seven types of coronavirus are there HCov-229E, HCoV-NL63, HCoV-OC43,HCoV-

HKU1,SARS,MERS and now COVID-19.s 

 Coronavirus was first identified as a cause of the common cold in 1960. 

 The new virus was initially named 2019-nCoV. 

 Scientists announced the name of coronavirus SARS-CoV2. 

 SARS Virus liable for Covid-19. 

 The first case of novel coronavirus was identified in Wuhan, Hubei China. 

 World Health Organisation on 11th February 2020 announced COVID-19 an 

official name for the disease that is causing the 2019 novel coronavirus.  

 MERS and SARS both diseases are related to coronavirus. 

 India observed Janta Curfew on 22nd March 2020. 

 Google launches a covid-19 information website google.com\covid-19.  

 Covid-19 affect the lunges of human. 

 Jennifer Haller receives the first administration of an mRNA vaccine made by the 

biotech firm Modern against the pandemic. 

 The Swami Man Singh (SMS) Government Hospital in Jaipur is conducting a series 

of trials on a humanoid robot to check if could be pressed into service for delivering 

medicines and food to the COVID-19 patients admitted there helping to keep the 

doctors and nursing staff at a safe distance to protect them against the dreaded 

coronavirus. 

 Mild Symptoms of Novel coronavirus are Fever, Cough and Shortness of Breath. 

 The reason coronavirus is called so is due to its crown-like projections. 

 Cover your nose and mouth when sneezing are the precautions that need to be taken 

to protect from the coronavirus. 
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 The coronavirus outbreak was declared a Public Health Emergency of International 

Concern by WHO on 30 January 2020. 

 India’s first COVID-19 dedicated hospital established by Reliance in Mumbai. 

 The first state to impose curfew due to coronavirus is Punjab. Punjab govt launched 

the Cova Punjab App. 

 Rajasthan is become the first state to impose lockdown due to coronavirus. 

 The first state to declared coronavirus as anEpidemic was Haryana. 

 Odisha become the first state to declare lockdown till 30th April 2020. 

 Radio school launched by MP Govt. for education purpose. 

 The test requiredto be done for coronavirus is RT-PCR. 

 Indian Government declared lockdown for  the first time was 21 days. 

 Delhi govt. initiated 5-T program to curb coronavirus. 5-T stand for Testing, 

Tracing, Treatment, Teamwork, and Tracking & Monitoring. The plan was 

announced by the Chief Minister Kejriwal through live television address. 

 The first Tigress who tested positive for coronavirus was Nadia from America. 

 The name of the Testing Kit made in India is known as Patho Detect. 

 CM OF UP Yogi Adityanath declared to make mask from Khadi material. 

 Phone pay launched Corona Care Bima Policy forthe treatment of coronavirus. 

 HP Govt. initiated anActive case finding campaign in order to detect coronavirus 

cases. 

 AP established Mobile Handwash Suvidha Station. 

 IIT Hyderabad incubated startup Aerobiosys Innovations develops low-cost 

ventilator ‘Jeevan Lite’. 

 IIT Guwahati invented a Drone to sanitize larger areas. 

 The Innovation Cell of the Ministry of Human Resources Development and All 

India Council for Technical Education in collaboration with Forge and 

InnovatioCuris launched a mega online challenge SAMADHAN for students 

researchers and innovators to develop quick solutions to the Coronavirus epidemic 

and other such calamities. 

 HLL Lifecare Limited a Central govt. enterprise under the Ministry of Health and 

Family Welfare has developed a rapid antibody diagnostic kit named “Makesure”for 

COVID-19. 
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 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and private firm 

Wipro 3D have together developed a full-face shield for doctors and medical staff 

treating COVID-19 patients. 

  The Indian Railways has developed a low-cost ventilatorJeevan at its Kapurthala 

Rail Coal Factory and its Kapurthala Rail Coal Factory and is awaiting ICMR 

clearance to go into production. 

 IIT Roorkee prepared ventilator known as Pranvayu. 

 Covid-19 control center in Noida established by HCL Tec. 

 Chhattisgarh Police Launched Raksha Sarv App for home quarantine person. 

 Corona virus is derived from a Latin word. 

 DRDO’s Vehicle Research and Development Establishment Ahmednagar, 

Maharashtra develops full-body disinfection chamber called ‘Personnel Sanitization 

Enclosure’ for healthcare workers dealing with coronavirus cases. 

 DRDO’s Research Centre IMARAT, Hyderabad and Terminal Ballistics Research 

Laboratory, Chandigarh develop face professionals handling COVID-19 patients. 

 Turkmenistan ban the word Corona Virus. 

 WhatsApp is rolling out a new feature that will allow users to share frequently 

forwarded messages to only one chat at a time in a bid to curb the spread of 

misinformation and fake news through its platform amid the COVID-19. 

 First made in India testing kit for novel coronavirus named ‘Patho Detect’ launched 

at Mylab Discovery in Pune.  Testing kit Developed by virologist MinalDakhave 

Bhosale. 

 Insurance regulator IRDAI on April1,2020 launched the Arogya Sanjeevani insurance 

policy for the standard health insurance companies will cover Coronavirus 

hospitalization expenses. 

 PM Modi urged all the Indians to switch off lights on April 5, 2020 at 9 PM and light 

diyas, candles and torches of their phones to show strength of 130 crore Indians. 

 Over 50 crore poor, vulnerable citizens will be eligible for free COVID-19 testing and 

treatment under Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana. 

 Google said it will now show the locations of food and night shelters on Google Maps 

in cities across India to help people find these essential services during the ongoing 

lockdown. 

 Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal announced ‘Operation SHIELD’ In 21 

containment zones to curb the spread of COVID-19. 
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 Reserve Bank of India launched a Twitter campaign urging bank customers to adopt 

digital modes of payment amidthe COVID-19 crisis. The face of the campaign is actor 

Amitabh Bachchan. 

 The government is planning to allow subscribers of the Atal Pension Yojana for a 

partial withdrawal from employees contribution. This was stated by Pension Fund 

Regulatory and Development Authority of India Chairman Supratim Bandyopadhyay. 

 

DEATH DUE TO CORONAVIRUS 

 Princes Maria Teresa also known as red princes of Spain become the first Royal to 

die from CoVid-19. 

 German state finance minister Thomas Saffer commit suicide after virus crises worry. 

 Former Pakistan Cricketer Zafar Sarfaraz dies of coronavirus. 

 Pakistani Squash legend Ajam Khan dies of coronavirus in London. 

 Scientist Gita Ramji a leading age researcher dies due to coronavirus. 

  Japanese comedian Ken Shimura dies due to coronavirus. 

 America famous actor Forest Compton dies to coronavirus. 

 Former PM of Libya Mahmaud Jibril dies due to coronavirus. 

 Famed Italian shoe designer Sergio Rossi dies at 84 from novel coronavirus. 

 Patricia Bosworth an actress who later wrote biographies on several stars including 

Marlon Brando and Montgomery Clift dies due to the coronavirus at the age of 86 in 

New York. 

 Rifat Chadirji known as thefather of Modern Iraqi Architecture dies inthe UK aged 93 

from coronavirus. 

OTHER DEATHS 

 Singer Bill Withers, known for the song ‘Ain’t No Sunshine’ died inthe US at 81. 

 Kobe Bryant who died aged 41 in a helicopter crash in January inducted into the 

Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in theUS. Bryant had retired from the 

sport in 2016. The hall of fame is named after Dr. James Naismith the Canadian 

physician who invented basketball. 
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 Renowned Hindustani classical singer and Padma Shri awardee Shanti 

Hiranand Chawla passed away in Gurgaon age of 87. The singer was trained in 

thumri, Dadra and ghazal singing by Begum Akhtar. 

 US country folk singer John Princedies in Nashville Tennessee at the age of 73. 

 Senior advocate and Padma Bhushan awardee Ashok Desai who served as 

Attorney General of India in 1996-98 dies aged 77. 

 Veteran Army officer Lt Gen (ret.) KP Dhal Samantawho had played a valiant 

role in 1971 and Kargil war dies aged 70 in New Delhi. 

 Veteran Congress leader and former union minister MV Rajasekharandies aged 

91 in Bengaluru. 

 Former US Golf player Doug Sanders dies aged 86. 

 Veteran Odisha trade unionist Souribandhu Kar dies at 72. 

 British Formula One Racing driver Stirling Moss dies aged 90 in London. 

 Former Chelsea and England goalkeeper Peter Bonetti dies aged 78 in London. 
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VOCABULARY 

 

Words Meaning Synonym Antonym 

Mayhem  Confusion and fear, 

usually caused by 

some sudden 

shocking event. 

Disturbance, chaos  

Censor  A device which 

detects or measures a 

physical property 

and recods indicates, 

or otherwise 

responds to it. 

Examine, official Add , record  

Diminution  A reduction in the 

size, extend, or 

importance of 

something. 

reduction  

Portend To be a sign of a 

future event 

espcially an 

unpleasant one. 

Foreshadow,presage  

Augury  A sign of what will 

happen in the future, 

an omen. 

Prophecy, prediction, 

omen  

Science, observation 

Reeling  Having a feeling of 

being whirled about 

and in danger of 

falling. 

Dizzy, giddy, 

swimmy 

Stable, steady 

Fray  If cloth, etc. frays or 

becomes frayed, 

some of the threads 

at the ens start to 

Ragged, ratty, seedy New, unused 
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come apart. 

Angest A feeling of anxiety 

and worry about a 

sitution or about 

your life. 

Anxiety , agita, fear Calm , content, 

serenity 

Monologue  A long speech by 

one actor in a play or 

film, or as part of a 

theatrical or 

broadcast 

programme. 

 ,monologize, 

soliloquy 

Dialogue 

Sophistry The use of clever but 

false arguments, 

especially with the 

intention of 

deceiving. 

Fallacy, sophism Naivete, conception 

Niggardly  Ungenerous with 

money, time, ect. 

Lavish, profuse Cheap, close, costive 

Sporadic  Not done or 

happenig regularly 

Casual, spastic, spotty Stable, uniform 

Nuance  A very small 

difference in 

meaning feeling 

sound. 

Degree, gradation Information, lot 

Obviate  Remove ( a need or 

difficulty ) 

Preclude, prevent 

remove 

Postulate, require, 

demand. 

Quell  To end something  Destroy, crush quiet Foster, stir, excite 

Myriad A very large number 

of something. 

Crush, quench Build, help, irritate 

Shred  To tear or cut 

something into 

shreds. 

Strip, fragment Fold, mass 

Glut  More of something Surfeit, excess, slew Lack, shortage  
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than is needed. 

Acrimonious  An acrimonious 

divorce 

Bitter, acerbic  Happy, nice, mild 

Bystander  A person who is 

standing near and 

sees something that 

happens without 

being involved in it. 

Onlooker, kibitzer Participant 

Axiomatic  True in such an 

obvious way that you 

do not need evidence 

to show that it is true 

Aphoristic, 

epigrammatic 

Unobvious, 

postulational. 

Encapsulate  Express the essential 

features of 

(something) 

succinctly. 

Abstract, summarize Elongate, extend 

Frolic  To behave in a 

playful way 

Drollery, romp, trick Sadness, work 

Profligate  Wasting money, time 

etc. or using it in a 

careless way. 

Reprobate, wild Careful, saving 

Handy  Useful; easy to use Ready, at hand Awkward, clumsy 

Behemoth Something that is 

extremely large and 

often extremly 

powerful. 

Jumbo, titan, whopper Twerp, wimp, wisp 

Anathema  A thing or an or idea 

which you hate 

because it is the 

opposite of what you 

believe. 

Antipathy, aversion, 

hate 

Beloved, dear, honey 

collude Cooperate in a secret 

or unlawful way in 

Bunco, graft Honesty 
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order to decieve or 

gain an advantage 

our others 

Anecdotal  Based on anecdotes 

and possibly not true 

or accurate. 

Unreliable, 

unscientific 

Scientific 
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LET’S REVISE 

 

1. What is NASA’s mission to study Giant Solar Particle Storms called? 
a) Stormy  
b) SunRISE 
c) Sincerity 
d) Solidarity 

2. Find the Indian ministry which has formulated color codes (Red, Orange, Green 
zones) for Lockdown 2.0. 
a) Ministry of Home Affairs 
b) Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 
c)  Ministry of Science and Technology 
d)  Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

3. How many cabinet ministers were inducted into the new Madhya Pradesh cabinet 
on April 21, 2020? 
a) Five 
b) Four 
c) Six 
d) Three 

4. Which among the following is India’s first comprehensive COVID-19 tracking 
application? 
a) COVID tracker 
b) Arogya Setu  
c) Saksham  
d) Vipasha 

5. UN’s COP 26 climate summit has been postponed till 2021. Which city was 
scheduled to host the summit? 
a) Glasgow  
b) Birmingham 
c) Bristol 
d) Guam 

6. A noted Indian figure, Nirmal Singh Khalsa passed away due to coronavirus on 
April 2. He had received the Padma Shri for his contribution in which field? 
a) Handicraft 
b) Music  
c) Writing  
d) Social Work 

7. Which state/UT government has launched a 5T action plan to combat COVID-
19? 
a) Maharashtra 
b) Telangana 
c) Kerala 
d) Delhi 
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8. What is the name of the ventilator developed by Indian Railways? 
a) Jeevan 
b) Jivanta 
c) Jivanarha 
d) Jivanvrajati 

9. When was the World Health Organisation established? 
a) April 6th  
b) April 7th  
c) April 5th  
d) April 8th 

10. Which nation will host Asian Boxing Championships 2020? 
a) India 
b) China 
c) Malaysia 
d) Japan 

11. Who has developed COVID Sample Collection Kiosk (COVSACK)? 
a) Indian Railways  
b) DRDO 
c) ISRO 
d) Reliance 

12. Which Indian state will be the first to start pool testing of COVID-19 samples? 
a) Kerala 
b) Delhi 
c) Uttar Pradesh 
d) Maharashtra 

13. When the World Heath Day is observed every year? 
a) 6 April 
b) 7 April 
c)  8 April 
d) 9 April 

14. This yesteryear actress was conferred with the Master Deenanath Mangeshkar 
Special Award 2019? 
a)  Hema Malini 
b) Helen 
c) Waheeda Rehman 
d)  Shabana Azmi 

15. When the World Malaria Day is celebrated every year? 
a) 24 April 
b) 25 April 
c)  26 April 
d)  27 April 

16. Which among the following IIT branches has developed low-cost ventilator 
‘Prana-Vayu’? 
a) IIT Madras 
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b) IIT Delhi 
c) IIT Roorkee 
d) IIT Bombay 

17. Who has been appointed as India’s Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations? 
a) Deepak Mittal  
b) Piyush Srivastava 
c) TS Tirumurti 
d) Jaideep Mazumdar 

18. Which state has become the first in the northeastern region to develop a mobile 
COVID-19 sample collection kiosk? 
a) Tripura  
b) Meghalaya  
c) Nagaland 
d) Goa 

19. Which judge has become the first judge of J&K High Court to take oath under 
the Indian Constitution? 
a) Justice Sanjeev Kumar 
b) Justice Sindhu Sharma 
c) Justice Rajesh Bindal 
d) Justice Rajnesh Oswal 

20. Who has approved antibody tests in COVID-19 hotspot areas? 
a) Health Ministry  
b) ICMR 
c) WHO 
d) Delhi Government 

21. Which country will be hosting the 3rd Asian Youth Games in 2021? 
a) Japan  
b) India 
c) China 
d) Sri Lanka 

22. Who is the top-ranked Indian billionaire on the Forbes’s 2020 list of world’s top 
billionaires? 
a) Sunil Mittal 
b) Mukesh Ambani 
c) Uday Kotak 
d) Radhakishan Damani 

23.  Which nation lifted the temporary ban imposed on the export of essential drugs-
Hydroxychloroquine, Paracetamol? 
a) US 
b) Japan 
c) China 
d) India 
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24. Which state government launched ‘Operation Shield’ to combat COVID-19? 
a) Maharashtra  
b) Uttar Pradesh 
c) Odisha 
d) Delhi 

25. When was the world’s first human space flight launched? 
a) April 12, 1961 
b) April 13, 1959 
c) April 12, 1969 
d) April 11, 1960 

26. Nasscom has appointed Pravin Rao as new Chairman of the group. Pravin Rao is 
the Chief Operating Officer of which among the following companies? 
a) Infosys 
b) Accenture 
c) WIPRO 
d) Deloitte 

27. The HRD Ministry has launched which portal to monitor and  record its efforts 
to combat COVID-19- related challenges? 
a) Shakti  
b) Yukti 
c) Shiksha 
d) Sanchay 

28. When did Jallianwala Bagh massacre take place? 
a) April 13, 1919 
b) April 11, 1919 
c) April 12, 1919 
d) April 12, 1920 

29. When was the International Day of Human Space Flight 2020 observed? 
a) April 11th  
b) April 12th  
c) April 13th  
d) April 10th 

30. Which year was Quit India movement launched? 
a) 1941 
b) 1939 
c) 1945 
d) 1942 
 

31. Who is the Director General of the World Health Organisation? 
a) Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
b) Kristalina Georgieva 
c) David Malpass 
d) Ursula von der Leyen 
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32. How many people have benefited from the directed benefit transfer scheme under 
the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan package as of April 13, 2020? 
a) 20 crore 
b) 10 crore 
c) 32 crore 
d) 28 crore 

33. Who among the following was born on April 14, 1891? 
a) Subhas Chandra Bose 
b) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
c) Jawaharlal Nehru  
d) B.R. Ambedkar 

34. Which app has been launched by the Agriculture Ministry to facilitate 
transportation of food grains? 
a) Kisan Rath 
b) Krishi Samvadan 
c) Kisan Rail  
d) Kisan Sathi 

35. When is World Hemophilia Day observed? 
a) April 16th  
b) April 17th  
c) April 18th  
d) April 19th 

36. India has lifted ban on the export of formulations made from which drug? 
a) Paracetamol 
b) Vitamin  
c) Progesterone 
d) Erythormycin 

37. Which state government has launched "Apthamitra" helpline and App to fight 
COVID-19? 
a) Tamil Nadu 
b) Karnataka 
c) Andhra Pradesh 
d) Telangana 

38. Which nation has reportedly launched its first-ever military satellite into the 
orbit? 
a) Israel 
b) Iraq 
c) Iran  
d) Turkey 
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39. Which state has begun the third phase of its ‘Sujalam Sufalam Jal Sanchay 
Abhiyan’ scheme? 
a) Karnataka 
b) Madhya Pradesh  
c) Gujarat 
d) Odisha 

40. What is the maximum punishment for attacking health workers, as per the new 
proposed amendment to  Epidemic Diseases Act, 1987 ? 
a) 7 years Jail Term 
b) 5 years Jail Term 
c) 10 years Jail Term 
d) 6 years Jail Term 

41. When was Earth Day 2020 observed? 
a) April 21st 
b) April 20th  
c) April 19th  
d) April 22nd 

42. The Indian Army recently began online registration of women for recruitment 
into which field for the first time? 
a)  Air Defence 
b) Education Corps 
c)  Engineer Corps 
d)  Military Police 

43. The Indian Council of Medical Research recently launched the ‘MERA India' to 
eliminate which disease by 2030? 
a) Dengue 
b)  Malaria 
c) Tuberculosis 
d) Typhoid 

44. Which country’s foreign plastic waste ban has thrown the world’s plastic 
recycling sector into chaos? 
a) United States 
b) India 
c) Bangladesh 
d) China 

45. Who represented India at the “Petersberg Climate Dialogue”? 
a) Prakash Javadekar 
b) Piyush Goyal 
c) PM Narendra Modi  
d) Dr. Harsh Vardhan 

 

 



[
]

ZIA JUDICIALS MONTHLY MAGAZINE CURRENT AFFAIRS : APRIL 2020 

www.ziajudicials.com 011-42148003, 8929194873, 8130374873 
 

57

46. Which nation has lost the hosting rights of the 2021 Men’s World Boxing 
Championship? 
a)  China 
b) India  
c) Japan 
d) United States 

47. When was the English Language Day observed? 
a) April 24th  
b) April 22nd  
c) April 23rd 
d) April 21st 

48. The Prime Minister launched which among the following schemes on April 24, 
2020? 
a) Swamitva Scheme 
b) Samasya Scheme 
c) Panchayati Raj  
d) Sahyog Scheme 

49. Which state observed the ‘Khongjom Day’ on April 23, 2020? 
a) Assam 
b) Manipur 
c) Mizoram 
d) Meghalaya 

50. The World Health Organisation recently showed parts of Ladakh as which 
nation’s territory? 
a) Afghanistan 
b) China 
c) Pakistan 
d) Nepal 
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