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NATIONAL 

31st Dec, 1st & 2nd Jan 

 Utkarsh 2.0: The Reserve Bank of India’s Medium-term Strategy Framework for the 

period 2023-2025 ‘Utkarsh 2.0’ was launched by Shaktikanta Das [Governor, RBI]. The 

first strategy framework (Utkarsh 2022) covering the period 2019-2022 was launched in 

July 2019. Utkarsh 2.0 would allow the central bank to both react and act proactively to 

confront socio-economic challenges. The RBI plans to leverage India’s Group of 20 

presidency to showcase the country’s strength in digital payments, and broad-base the 

acceptance of the rupee in bilateral and multilateral trade as part of its strategy till 2025. 

 Indian Space and Research Organization (ISRO), National Centre for Earth 

Sciences (NCES), and the Andhra University (AU) have researched and concluded that 

constant rip current zones at blue flag-certified Rushikonda beach and RK Beach have 

become a danger to the beach visitors. Rip currents are common at all beaches across 

the globe. People can enter the waters in rip current zones up to knee-deep levels. 

 The Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihood Mission (DAY-

NRLM) has launched the Prajjwala Challenge. The Prajjwala Challenge has been 

launched to invite ideas, solutions, and actions that can transform rural development. It 

was launched by the Ministry of Rural Development in New Delhi. It will provide a 

platform where ideas are invited from individuals, social enterprises, start-ups, the private 

sector, civil society, community-based organizations, academic institutions, incubation 

centers, investors, etc having the potential to transform the rural economy. The mission 

aims to look forward to ideas and solutions around Innovation technology solutions, 

inclusive growth, value chain interventions, enhanced women entrepreneurship, and cost-

effective solutions. 

 Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah inaugurated Mega Dairy at Mandya 

in Karnataka. The mega dairy would process 10 lakh liters of milk per day and will 

have the capacity to increase it upto 14 lakh liters per day. 10 lakh liters of milk is 

processed, prosperity reaches the homes of lakhs of farmers.  

 India’s first underwater metro service, The Kolkata Metro Rail Corporation (KMRC) 

said that the East-West Metro Corridor project, is expected to be completed by December 

2023. 

 INDIA ASSUMED CHAIRMANSHIP OF WASSENAAR ARRANGEMENT (WA, 

HQ: Vienna) FOR ONE YEAR FROM 1st JANUARY:  42-member WA is a 

voluntary Multilateral Export Control Regime (MECR) to promote transparency and 

greater responsibility in transfers of conventional arms and dual-use goods and 

technologies by facilitating: Information sharing among WA participating states. 

Standards setting on export controls of conventional arms and Dual-use goods and 

technologies. India joined WA in the year 2017. 
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 Rule of Law Index: After improvement in World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business 

rankings, now government has turned its attention to scoring better in Rule of Law Index. 

Index is published by the World Justice Project (WJP), a US based civil society group. 

In this year 2022, India was ranked 77th out of 140 countries. Eight factors that the 

Rule of Law Index measures: Constraint on government powers, Absence of corruption, 

Open government, Fundamental rights, Order and security, Regulatory enforcement, 

Civil justice, Criminal justice. 

 Promotion to cooperatives: Union Home and Cooperation Minister stated that two lakh 

Cooperative Committees at the Panchayat level will be set up in the next three years. 

Other initiatives to support cooperatives 

 A multi-state cooperative society will be set up to take up export of products 

supplied by the cooperatives. 

 A cooperative University will be set up to train manpower required. 

 A database of all the cooperatives and a new Cooperative policy is on the anvil. 

 To promote transparency and affix responsibilities in the cooperative sector model 

Bill is referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee. 

3rd Jan 

 Union Home and Cooperation Minister Shri Amit Shah has laid the foundation stone of 

the Central Detective Training Institute (CDTI) at Devanahalli in Karnataka and 

inaugurated the residential and administrative complexes of the Indo-Tibetan Border 

Police (ITBP). 

 SMART Programme: The National Commission for Indian System of Medicine 

(NCISM) and the Central Council for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences (CCRAS), the two 

prominent institutions under the Ministry of Ayush, Government of India for regulating 

medical education and conducting scientific research respectively, have launched 

‘SMART’ (Scope for Mainstreaming Ayurveda Research in Teaching Professionals). 

4th Jan 

 NTPC STARTS INDIA’S FIRST GREEN HYDROGEN BLENDING OPERATION 

IN PIPED NATURAL GAS (PNG) NETWORK: Project has been started in National 

Thermal Power Corporation Limited (NTPC) Kawas township, Surat. It is a joint effort 

of NTPC and Gujarat Gas Ltd (GGL). Natural Gas is a composition of hydrocarbons 

(Almost 95% Methane & rest other Hydrocarbons). PNG is same natural gas which is 

brought at consumer end through a Pipe Line network. Hydrogen blending process is 

integration of concentrations of hydrogen into existing natural gas pipelines and the 

resulting blends can be used to generate heat and power. 

 Indian Science Congress Association (ISCA): PM inaugurated 108th Indian Science 

Congress at Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University. Theme: “Science 

Technology for Sustainable Development with Women Empowerment” ISCA owes its 
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origin to the initiative of two British Chemists, namely, Professor J. L. Simonsen and 

Professor P. S. MacMahon. It aims to promote cause of science in India by holding 

annual congress, publishing such proceedings, journals and securing and managing funds 

for promotion of science. The first meeting of the Congress was held in 1914 at Calcutta. 

 The President of India Droupadi Murmu inaugurated Samvidhan Udyan, Mayur Stambh, 

National Flag Post, Statue of Mahatma Gandhi, and Maharana Pratap at Raj Bhavan, 

Jaipur. 

 Captain Shiva Chauhan from the Corps of Engineers has been posted at a frontline post 

in Siachen Glacier, in first such operational deployment of an woman Army officer at the 

world’s highest battlefield. 

5th Jan 

 11 STATES/UTS JOIN NATIONAL SINGLE WINDOW SYSTEM (NSWS) FOR 

VEHICLE SCRAPPING: Ministry of Road Transport and Highways stated that 11 

states/UTs have been on boarded onto NSWS for Voluntary Vehicle-Fleet Modernization 

Program (V-VMP) to attract private investment in vehicle scrapping ecosystem. 11 

states/UTs include Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Madhya 

Pradesh, Rajasthan, Assam, Goa, Uttarakhand, and Chandigarh. NSWS was created by 

Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade. V-VMP or Vehicle Scrapping 

Policy came into effect from April 1, 2022. It aims to create an ecosystem for phasing out 

of unfit and polluting vehicles in an eco-friendly manner. 

 CENTRE APPROVES NATIONAL GREEN HYDROGEN MISSION (NGHM) 

WITH INITIAL OUTLAY OF ₹ 19,744 CRORE: NGHM aims to make India a 

Global Hub for production, utilization and export of Green Hydrogen and its derivatives. 

Green Hydrogen is hydrogen produced by splitting water into hydrogen and oxygen using 

renewable electricity. Outlay includes ₹ 17,490 crore for SIGHT (Strategic Interventions 

for Green Hydrogen Transition) Programme. SIGHT programme provides two distinct 

financial incentive mechanisms i.e., Targeting domestic manufacturing of electrolysers 

and Production of Green Hydrogen. Ministry of New and Renewable Energy will 

formulate scheme guidelines for implementation. 

 Reserve Bank - Integrated Ombudsman Scheme (RB- IOS): As per Annual Report of 

Ombudsman Schemes 2021-22, complaints received under RBI ombudsman schemes 

rises 9.39 percent. RB-IOS aims to provide cost-effective grievance redressal mechanism 

to customers for deficiency in certain banking services. It integrates existing three 

Ombudsman schemes of RBI namely, Banking Ombudsman Scheme, 2006; Ombudsman 

Scheme for Non-Banking Financial Companies, 2018; and Ombudsman Scheme for 

Digital Transactions, 2019. It adopts ‘One Nation One Ombudsman’ approach by making 

RBI Ombudsman mechanism jurisdiction neutral. It includes under its ambit Non-

Scheduled Primary Co-operative Banks with deposit size of ₹ 50 crore and above. 
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 Sunni Dam Hydro Power Project: Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has 

approved the investment for 382 MW Sunni Dam Hydro Electric Project in Himachal 

Pradesh by Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam Limited. Sunni dam hydroelectric project is a run 

of river type scheme designed to harness hydropower potential of Satluj river. It is part of 

Luhri project, which is designed to comprise three hydropower dams: Luhri Stage-I, 

Luhri Stage-II, and Sunni dam. 

 Pradhan Mantri Schools for Rising India (PM-SHRI): 165,382 schools spread across 

29 states/UTs have applied with Ministry of Education for an upgrade under PM SHRI 

scheme. PM SHRI is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme. It’ll provide high-quality 

education in an equitable, inclusive and joyful school environment. It takes into 

account diverse background, multilingual needs, and different academic abilities of 

children. It’ll provide leadership to other schools in their respective regions by providing 

mentorship. It’ll showcase all components of National Education Policy 2020 and act as 

exemplar schools and offers mentorship to other schools in their vicinity. 

 Broadcasting Infrastructure and Network Development (BIND) Scheme: Cabinet 

Committee on Economic Affairs approved BIND Scheme up to 2025-26. BIND is a 

Central Sector Scheme to bring modernisation to public broadcaster Prasar Bharati i.e. 

All India Radio (AIR) and Doordarshan (DD). It would provide necessary financial 

support to improve infrastructure to increase public broadcasters reach and develop high-

quality content. 

6th Jan  

 Ministry of Jal Shakti organized the “1st All India Annual State Minister Conference 

on Water” with the theme of “Water Vision@2027” in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh on 

5th and 6th January 2023. The primary objective of the 2-day conference was to gather 

inputs for India@2027 and the 5P vision from the different water stakeholders of the 

state, water being a state subject, and improve engagement and partnership with states. 

 Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh today inaugurated “National Genome Editing & 

Training Centre” at National Agri-food Biotechnology Institute (NABI) Mohali, Punjab. 

 The Union government ordered a stay on all ecotourism activities at Sammed Shikhar, 

located on the Parasnath Hill in Giridih district of Jharkhand. It also directed the 

state government to strictly enforce an existing ban on sale of liquor, other intoxicants 

and meat in the Parasnath Wildlife Sanctuary area. Earlier in 2019, the Parasnath 

Sanctuary was notified as an Eco-Sensitive Zone (ESZ), which allows conditional 

development work and eco-tourism in the area. Sammed Shikhar is the biggest 

pilgrimage destinations for both sects of Jainism - the Digambaras and the Svetambaras. 

According to Jainism, out of twenty four Tirthankaras or Spiritual Guru of Jainism, 

twenty have found their Salvation or Nirvana or Moksya here. 

 Indigenous livestock breeds: India now has 212 indigenous livestock breeds after 

ICAR-NBAGR registers 10 new ones. The 10 new breeds included three new cattle 
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breeds (Kathani, Sanchori, Masilum), one buffalo breed (Purnathadi), three goat breeds 

(Sojat, Karauli, Gujari) and three pig breeds (Banda, Manipuri Black, Wak Chambil). 

Significance of Indigenous breeds is better suited to climate resilience. More heat 

tolerant, better immunity and disease resistance. 20th Livestock Census, while the 

population of exotic/crossbred cattle increased by 29.3 per cent compared to the 2012 

Census, the population of indigenous cattle declined by six per cent.  

 Eat Right Station: Varanasi Cantt Railway Station awarded ‘Eat Right Station’ with a 

5-star rating certification by Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI). This 

railway stations set benchmarks in providing safe and wholesome food to passengers. 

The certification is part of the 'Eat Right India' movement. This movement is based on 

three key pillars – Eat Safe, Eat Healthy, and Eat Sustainable. It is based on the approach 

the food is suitable both for the people and the planet.  

7th Jan 

 In a major development, India has surpassed Japan in terms of auto sales last year to 

become the third-largest auto market globally for the first time. India’s total sales of 

new vehicles stood at around 4.25 million units, based on preliminary results, topping the 

4.2 million sold in Japan. 

 The eagerly anticipated Purple Fest, Celebrating Diversity, the state’s first-ever inclusive 

festival for people with disabilities (PwDs), will take place in Goa. Panjim will host the 

festival from January 6–8, 2023, with all the fanfare. The three-day festival’s purpose is 

to demonstrate to everyone how to promote diversity in our society and how to help one 

another. 

 Y20 summit: Union Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports Anurag Singh 

Thakur launched the themes of Y20 summit, logo, and website in the Curtain raiser event 

of Y20 Summit India in New Delhi. India is hosting the Y20 summit for the first time. 

Panel Discussion on “How India can harness its youth population to be a superpower” 

was also held in the second session of today’s event. 

 ANTHROPOGENIC AND GEOLOGICAL REASONS AMONG MANY FOR 

JOSHIMATH SINKING: Joshimath (about 6000ft) in Chamoli district of Uttarakhand is 

a key transit point for Badrinath and Hemkund Sahib. It is bounded by the Karmanasa 

and Dhaknala streams on the west and the east. The Dhauliganga and Alaknanda rivers 

on the south and the north. The first instance of subsidence in Joshmiath was reported in 

1976 Mishra Commission report. Land subsidence: It is a gradual settling or sudden 

sinking of the Earth's surface due to removal or displacement of subsurface earth 

materials. 
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8th & 9th Jan 

 President Droupadi Murmu laid the foundation stone of state-owned energy firm SJVN’s 

1,000 MV Bikaner Solar Power Project. The event was done virtually by the President of 

India in Jaipur, Rajasthan. 

 Union Health and Family Welfare and Chemicals and Fertilizers Minister Dr. Mansukh 

Mandaviya announced that India’s first-ever coal gasification-based Talcher Fertilizer 

Plant in Odisha will be ready to be dedicated to the nation by October 2024. 

 The International Kite Festival 2023 has began on 8 January in Ahmedabad, 

Gujarat. The festival, which is being organised after a gap of two years, was inaugurated 

by Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel. 

 RBI TO ISSUE SOVEREIGN GREEN BONDS (SGrBs) IN SPEAKER TWO 

TRANCHES OF RS 8000 Cr EACH: RBI will issue 5-year and 10-year green bonds of 

Rs 4,000 crore each in current financial year. Green bonds are bonds issued by any 

sovereign entity, inter-governmental groups or alliances and corporates with the aim that 

proceeds of bonds are utilised for environmentally sustainable projects. SGrBs were 

announced in Union Budget 2022-23 and framework for SGrBs was issued in Nov 2022. 

SGrBs by RBI will be-  

 Issued through Uniform Price Auction and 5% will be reserved for retail 

investors.  

 Eligible for Repo and Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) purpose.  

 Eligible for trading in the secondary market.  

 Designated as specified securities for investment in Government Securities by 

non-residents. 

 Aspirational Block Programme (ABP): PM launched ABP aimed at improving 

performance of blocks lagging on various development parameters. It was initially 

announced in Union Budget 2022-23. It is said to cover 500 districts across country. ABP 

is on the lines of Aspirational District Programme (ADP) that was launched in 2018 

and initially covered 112 districts across the country. Key pillars of ADP: 

Convergence of central and state schemes; Collaboration among central, state nodal 

officers and district collectors; and Competition among districts.  

 Wildlife Conservation Bond [WCB]: Also Known as Rhino Bond, WCB is a five-year 

$150m sustainable development bond, to protect and increase black rhino populations in 

two protected areas in South Africa. WCB is an outcome-based World Bank structured 

bond that channels private capital to finance conservation activities. 

 Mahatma Gandhi Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS): Kerala 

government has launched a welfare fund board to provide pension to MGNREGS 

workers. Funded by government grant, premium collected from registered workers, 

contributions of the local bodies and the loans availed by fund board, it will provide 

monthly pension to: MGNREGS and state’s Ayyankali Urban Employment Guarantee 

Scheme workers above 60. 

http://www.ziajudicials.com/


ZIA JUDICIALS       MONTHLY MANTRA JANUARY 2023 

WWW.ZIAJUDICIALS.COM 011-42148003, 8929194873 Page 8 

 

10th Jan 

 University of Kerala bagged the ‘Overall Championship’ at Padma Tarang, the 36th Inter 

University South Zone Youth Festival at Sri Padmavati Mahila Viswa Vidyalayam 

(SPMVV) in Tirupati. 

 NATIONAL HEALTH AUTHORITY (NHA) INTRODUCES NEW SYSTEM UNDER 

AYUSHMAN BHARAT PRADHAN MANTRI JAN AROGYA YOJANA (AB PM-

JAY) TO GRADE HOSPITAL PERFORMANCE: New initiative will introduce the 

concept of ‘value-based care’, where payment will be outcome based and providers will 

be rewarded according to quality of treatment delivered. It aims to focus on measuring 

the performance of hospitals from volume of services provided to value of healthcare 

services under AB PMJAY. Performance of AB PM-JAY empanelled hospitals will be 

measured based on five performance indicators-  

 Beneficiary satisfaction 

 Hospital Readmission Rate 

 Extent of Out-of-Pocket Expenditure  

 Confirmed Grievances  

 Improvement in-patient’s Health-Related Quality of Life 

 Gini Coefficient: SBI Ecowrap study analyzed the impact of share of Rice and wheat 

procurement on Gini Coefficient for 20 and 9 States respectively. Gini coefficient is a 

statistical measure to gauge the rich-poor income or wealth divide. It ranges from 0 (or 

0%) to 1 (or 100%) with which 0 represents perfect equality, and 1 represents perfect 

inequality. A general rise in Gini Coefficient indicates that government policies are not 

inclusive and may be benefiting rich as much as or even more than poor. 

 SPRINT scheme: Indian Navy has signed an agreement with Sagar Defence Engineering 

Pvt. Ltd for armed autonomous boat swarms under ‘SPRINT’ scheme. SPRINT stands 

for “Supporting Pole-vaulting in R&D through Innovations for Defence Excellence 

(IdeX), Naval Innovation and Indigenisation Organisation (NIIO) and Technology 

Development Acceleration Cell (TDAC)”. It aims at development of 75 indigenous 

technologies by industry for Navy.  

11th Jan 

 Neeru Yadav, a.k.a. “Hockey Wali Sarpanch,” has launched a fresh effort to support 

the farmers of Lambi Ahir Village. Yadav and NABARD have signed an agreement to 

launch the Farmers Producers Organization (FPO) with the help of SIIRD (Society of 

Indian Institute of Rural Development). 

 Delhi was the most polluted city in India in 2022 with PM 2.5 levels more than double 

the safe limit and the third highest average PM10 concentration, according to an analysis 

of Central Pollution Control Board data. 
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 Manufactured Sand (M-Sand): Northern Coalfields Limited, a subsidiary of Coal India, 

will start production of M-Sand. M-Sand is artificial sand produced from crushing hard 

stones into small sand sized angular shaped particles, washed and finely graded to be 

used as construction aggregate. Advantages: An alternative to natural sand, it offers 

benefits such as Greater Durability, Higher strength, low price, eco-friendly (minimising 

illegal sand mining), better workability etc. 

12th Jan 

 MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION 

NAMES FREE GRAIN SCHEME AS PRADHAN MANTRI GARIB KALYAN 

ANNA YOJANA (PMGKAY):  Centre has named its new integrated food security 

scheme for providing free foodgrains to Antodaya Ann Yojna (AAY) and Primary 

Household (PHH) beneficiaries under National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013 as 

PMGKAY. It’ll strengthen provisions of NFSA, 2013 in terms of accessibility, 

affordability and availability of foodgrains for poor. 

 Lokur Committee, 1965: Experts have pointed that Office of Registrar-General of India 

(RGI) follows ‘obsolete’ criteria set out by Lokur Committee to define any new 

community as a Scheduled Tribe (ST). Criteria set out by Lokur Committee are 

indications of primitive traits, distinctive culture, geographical isolation, shyness of 

contact with community at large, backwardness. 

 Digital India Land Records Modernisation Programme (DILRMP): Union 

government has informed that cadastral maps of 35% of over six lakh villages in country 

have so far been geo-referenced under DILRMP. Cadastral Maps are a digital form of 

land records that show all boundaries of different parts of land pieces based on their 

length, area, and direction. DILRMP is implemented by Department of Land Resources 

under Ministry of Rural Development. 

13th Jan 

 PM Narendra Modi launched the World’s Longest River Cruise-MV Ganga Vilas at 

Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh via video conferencing on 13th Jan 2023. He has also 

inaugurated Tent City at Varanasi. About Cruise: 

 It will begin its journey from Varanasi to Dibrugarh in Assam via Bangladesh. 

 It will sail around 3,200 km in 51 days. 

 It will cover major cities of India and Bangladesh - Patna (Bihar), Sahib Ganj 

(Jharkhand), Kolkata (WB), Dhaka (Bangladesh), and Guwahati (Assam) 

 SBI has associated with National e-Governance Services Ltd (NeSL) to launch e-

Bank Guarantee (e-BG) facility. It will bring a revolutionary change in the banking 

ecosystem, where bank guarantee is frequently used in large volumes. Presently, the bank 

issues these guarantees with physical stamping and wet signatures. It will replace this 
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function with e-stamping and e-signature. This initiative will enhance transparency and 

reduce turnaround time from days to minutes. 

 The Union Minister of Ports, Shipping & Waterways and Ayush, Sarbananda Sonowal, 

and Tripura CM, Manik Saha has inaugurated the School of Logistics, Waterways, and 

Communication in Agartala, Tripura with an aim to enable the talent to become 

world-class experts in the transportation and logistics sector. 

 The Patna circle of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has discovered two 

miniature votive stupas dating back 1200 years near the Sarai Tila mound within 

the grounds of ‘Nalanda Mahavihara’. The stupas, carved from stone, depict Buddha 

figures. Nalanda Mahavihara is a world heritage site in Bihar’s Nalanda district. This site 

comprises the archaeological remains of a monastic and scholastic institution dating from 

the 3rd century BCE to the 13th century CE. 

 The Godavari estuary in Andhra Pradesh has become a prime and safe habitat for 

the Indian skimmer (Rynchops albicollis). Recently as many as 250 Indian Skimmers 

were sighted in the southern part of the Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary (Andhra Pradesh) in a 

day during the Asian Waterbird Census-2023. Indian Skimmer migrates to the Godavari 

estuary for feeding. It is found in the coastal estuaries of western and eastern India. IUCN 

status of these birds is ‘Endangered’. 

 MAARG (Mentorship, Advisory, Assistance, Resilience and Growth): MAARG, the 

National Mentorship Platform by Startup India, is a one-stop platform to facilitate 

mentorship for startups across diverse sectors, functions, stages, geographies, and 

domains. Objectives of MAARG portal:  

 Provide guidance, handholding, and support to startups throughout their lifecycle. 

 Facilitates intelligent matchmaking and an outcome-oriented mechanism between 

mentors and their respective mentees. 

 For the first time, Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has 

specified identity standards for Basmati Rice. Basmati rice is a premium variety of rice 

cultivated in Himalayan foothills of Indian sub-continent. India accounts for two thirds of 

its global supply.  

 Rejuvenating Watershed for Agricultural Resilience through Innovative 

Development (REWARD) Project: Officers from Sub-Saharan countries will visit 

Karnataka to learn from its experience of REWARD Project. REWARD Project was 

launched to help national and state institutions adopt improved watershed management 

practices. It a World Bank supported multi-State project. Watershed is geographical 

area drained by a watercourse and is considered an useful planning unit for integrated 

water and land resource management.  

14th, 15th and 16th Jan 

 Initiatives launched to assist the Global Sooth: PM unveiled following initiatives: 
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 Aarogya Maitri project to provide medical supplies to any developing country 

hit by natural disasters or humanitarian crisis.  

 Global South Science and Technology initiative will be launched to share 

expertise in areas such as space technology and nuclear energy.  

 Global South Centre of Excellence will be established for research on 

development solutions to be implemented around the world.  

 Global-South Young Diplomats Forum, to connect youthful officers of foreign 

ministries. Global-South Scholarships for students from developing countries to 

pursue higher education in India. 

 Neelakurinji (Strobilanthes kunthiana): Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change (MoEF) has listed Neelakurinji under Schedule III of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 

1972, including it on list of protected plants. About Neelakurinji- 

 It is a shrub that grows in the shola forests of Western Ghats in South India. 

Neelakurinji flowers bloom once every 12 years.  

 Plant is named after the famous Kunthi River which flows through Kerala’s Silent 

Valley National Park, where plant occurs abundantly.  

 Eravikulam National Park, near Munnar, is known for widespread blooming of 

kurinji.  

 Blue colour of Kurinji has given Nilgiri hills its name, literally meaning Blue 

Mountains. 

 First Constitution literate district: Kolam [Kerala] has become India’s first 

Constitution literate district. As part of campaign called ‘the Citizen’ around 16.3 lakh 

people in district above the age of 10 have been educated on various aspects of the 

Constitution. Kollam has a varied colonial past under Portuguese, Dutch and British. 

Kollam has been centre of cashew industry in Kerala from time of the Portuguese and 

still continues to be largest processed cashew exporter in India. 

 The first G20 Infrastructure Working Group meeting under G20 India Presidency will be 

held on 16-17 January in Pune. The meeting will be hosted by the Department of 

Economic Affairs along with Australia and Brazil as the co-chairs. 

 PM Modi flagged off the Vande Bharat Express train that connects Secunderabad 

(Telangana) with Visakhapatnam (Andhra Pradesh) on 15th January 2023. As per the 

Railway officials, it will cover a distance of around 700 km in 8 hours and 30 minutes. It 

is the eighth Vande Bharat Express to be introduced by Indian Railways. The first Vande 

Bharat train was launched in 2019, between New Delhi and Varanasi. 

17th Jan 

 The 21st edition of the bilateral naval exercise between India and France ‘VARUNA’ 

was organized on the Western Seaboard from 16 -20 January 2023. It was initiated in 

1993 and was christened ‘VARUNA’ in 2001. 
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 B-20: As part of G-20 presidency, a Business-20 (B-20) inception meeting will be 

organized at Gandhinagar in Gujarat from 22- 24 January 2023 to formulate policy 

recommendations to be submitted to G-20 ahead of the leaders’ Summit. 

 ISRO’S VENUS MISSION SHUKRAYAAN- I COULD BE SHIFTED FROM 2024 

TO 2031: ISRO stated that it is yet to receive approval from Indian government for 

Venus mission as a result mission may be delayed until 2031. In 2031, Earth and Venus 

would be aligned in manner that it would require minimum amount of propellant for 

spacecraft to enter Venus orbit. Shukrayaan I will be an orbiter mission. Its scientific 

payloads include high-resolution synthetic aperture radar and ground-penetrating radar. 

 Katariaghat Wildlife Sanctuary: Forest department of Katarniaghat division and 

NABARD planning to give skill-development training to Tharu people that live near 

KWS. Tharu People are ethnic group indigenous to Terai region of Himalayan foothills, 

located in southern Nepal. In India, they mostly lived in Utter Pradesh, Bihar, 

Uttarakhand. They speak various dialects of Tharu, a language of Indo-Aryan subgroup. 

KWS is situated in Upper Gangetic plain falling in Terai of Bahraich district, UP. It is 

part of core area of Dudhwa Tiger reserve. It provides strategic connectivity between 

tiger habitat of India and Nepal. 

18th Jan 

 Greater Scaup: It is a rare species of duck (locally known as Sadangman) that was 

recently sighted in Loktak lake (Manipur) after a gap of over 90 years. Loktak lake is 

famous for Keibul Lamjao National Park and Sangai, the dancing deer. Greater Scaup 

is a migratory bird widely distributed across Arctic and Subarctic regions where it mainly 

nests in coastal tundra habitats. It belongs to the family of Anatidae. IUCN status: Least 

Concern. 

 Doppler Weather Radars (DWRs): India Meteorological Department (IMD) will cover 

the entire India under a DWRs network by 2025. A Doppler Radar is a specialized radar 

that uses Doppler effect to produce velocity data about objects at a distance. Doppler 

effect refers to change in wave frequency during the relative motion between a wave 

source and its observer. DWRs are used to locate precipitation, calculate its motion, and 

estimate its type. 

19th Jan 

 The Ministry of Tourism will organize the first Global Tourism Investors Summit 

from 10th to 12th April 2023 at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. It aims to bring together 

global policymakers and business leaders to understand and explore Tourism Business 

opportunities in India. 

 The second edition of “SAINYA RANAKSHETRAM 2.0” was organized by the Indian 

Army under the aegis of HQ Army Training Command from October 2022 to January 

2023. This initiative aims to provide a platform to identify indigenous talent in niche 
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domains and enhance the standard of training in domains of Cyber Deterrence, Security 

Software Coding, Electro Magnetic Spectrum Operations. It is to be noted here that 

SAINYA RANAKSHETRAM 1.0 was organized in the month of Feb, 2022. 

 Mastercard has launched the new phase of its flagship programme “Girls4Tech” in 

India. This programme is supported by the Mastercard Impact Fund and American 

India Foundation. It aims to reach female students across the country by 2024 to 

encourage them to take up STEM education. STEM [Science, Technology, engineering 

and mathematics] courses will be offered to girls aged 8 to 14. 

 ANNUAL STATUS OF EDUCATION REPORT (ASER) 2022 RELEASED BY 

NGO PRATHAM: ASER (first conducted in 2005) is an annual, citizen-led household 

survey to understand whether children in rural India are enrolled in school and whether 

they are learning. ASER 2022 is first field-based ‘basic’ nationwide ASER since 2018. In 

ASER 2022, children in age group of 3 to 16 years were surveyed to record their 

schooling status and assess their basic reading and arithmetic skills. 

 HYDERABAD TO HOST INDIA’S FIRST FOURTH INDUSTRIAL 

REVOLUTION (IR) CENTRE ON HEALTHCARE, LIFE SCIENCES: Centre for 

Fourth Industrial Revolution (C4IR) will be set up in collaboration with World Economic 

Forum (WEF), an autonomous organization (HQ: Geneva, Switzerland). C4IR will be the 

18th centre in WEF’s fourth IR network, spanning four continents, and it will focus on 

life. Fourth IR, also known as Industry 4.0, is a collective term for converging 

technologies which blurs the distinction between physical, digital and biological realms. 

 Performance Assessment, Review, and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic 

Development (PARAKH): National Council for Educational Research and Training 

(NCERT) has notified India’s first national assessment regulator, PARAKH. It was 

launched under National Education Policy (NEP), 2020 by Ministry of Education. This 

scheme facilitates a platform for students for self-assessment of learning outcomes and 

21st century life skills acquired by students. It works on setting norms, standards and 

guidelines for student assessment and evaluation for all recognised school boards in 

country. 

 Bharat Pravah: Union Minister of Shipping, Waterways and Ports launched an initiative 

‘Bharat Pravah - India along its River and Shores’. Bharat Parvah will highlight the 

role of rivers-ports-shipping in everyday life of a common man through literature, 

dialogue and communication through regional, national and international events. 

 Grameen Udyami Programme: Ministry of Skill development and Entrepreneurship 

facilitated 200 tribal women under Grameen Udyami Programme. It aims to build 

skills and spirit of entrepreneurship among tribal communities for their inclusive and 

sustainable development. Under this programme multiple vocational and functional skills 

are being imparted to India’s youth to increase their employment opportunities. 

Programme is held under Sansadiya Sankul Pariyojana (SSP). SSP aims to expand 
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rural and local economy, enhance employment opportunities, reduce forced migration 

and lead to conservation of natural resources. 

20th Jan 

 A Science Literature Festival ‘Vigyanika’ will be organized from 22-23 January 2023 

at the Indian International Science Festival (IISF), Maulana Azad National Institute of 

Technology, Bhopal. “Science Literature Festival” is being organized as part of the 8th 

IISF. In the year 2023, IISF is being coordinated and organized by the Ministry of Earth 

Sciences, Ministry of Science & Technology, and Vijnana Bharati. 

 The 14th edition of Aero India 2023 will be held at Air Force Station, Yelahanka, 

Bengaluru from 13-17 February 2023. This event will be a combination of the major 

trade exhibition of the aerospace and defence industries as well as an aerial display by 

IAF. 

 NEW PLATEAU TYPE DISCOVERED FROM MAHARASHTRA: A rare low-

altitude basalt plateau has been discovered in Thane region in Western Ghats (a global 

biodiversity hotspot and UNESCO World Heritage site in India). This is the fourth type 

of plateau to be identified in the region; previous three are laterites at high and low 

altitudes and basalt at high altitudes. Plateaus are dominant landscapes in Western Ghats. 

They are classified as a type of rocky outcrop. Basalt is an igneous rock that is formed 

from the quick cooling of lava rich in magnesium and iron. These rocks are also 

sources of phosphorus (P), potassium (K), calcium (Ca), and several micronutrients 

essential for plant nutrition. 

 Ganjam kewda: There is a rising demand for kewda oil from Odisha’s Ganjam region. 

Ganjam kewda (Pandanus fascicularis) oil is steam-distilled from the flower of aromatic 

screwpine plant and used as an aromatic in the food industry and other sectors. Male 

spike is attractive for its characteristic aromatic odour, whereas female spike is odourless 

and develops into a woody drupe. It is registered under Geographical Indications of 

Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999.  

 Saansad Khel Mahakumbh 2022-23: PM inaugurated second phase of Sansad Khel 

Mahakumbh 2022-23 in Basti District, UP. Khel Mahakumbh organises various 

competitions in both indoor and outdoor sports like wrestling, kabaddi, football, hockey, 

volleyball, handball, table tennis etc. Apart from these, competitions in essay writing, 

painting, rangoli making etc. are also organised. Event is aimed at promoting young 

sporting talent at local grassroot level. Mahakumbh will have special focus on promoting 

female participation in sports for their empowerment.  

21st Jan 

 SBI General Insurance has partnered with Doers NGO to assist Himachal Pradesh 

police in reducing the number of traffic accidents under the Corporate social 

responsibility (CSR) initiative. Under this initiative SBI General has donated a well-

http://www.ziajudicials.com/


ZIA JUDICIALS       MONTHLY MANTRA JANUARY 2023 

WWW.ZIAJUDICIALS.COM 011-42148003, 8929194873 Page 15 

 

equipped ambulance which would provide timely medical care to the road accident 

victims in Mandi district within the ‘Golden hour’. 

 First Environment and Climate Sustainability Working Group Meeting of G20 will be 

held from 9th to 11th Feb in Kalkere Arboretum and Bannerghatta Biological Park, 

Bengaluru. It aims for the promotion of the blue economy along with coastal 

sustainability, restoration of degraded lands and ecosystems, enhancement of biodiversity 

and circular economy. 

 Business20 (B20) inception meeting will be held at Gandhinagar in Gujarat between 

22nd to 24th January as a part of India’s G 20 presidency. It will be held to formulate 

policy recommendations to be submitted to G20 ahead of the leaders’ summit and will be 

the first of 15 events that the state is set to organize as part of India's G20 presidency. 

 Akshaya Big Campaign: Kerala’s Wayanad becomes the first district in the country to 

provide basic documents to all tribal people. The Akshaya Big Campaign for Document 

Digitisation (ABCD) campaign provided Aadhaar cards, ration cards, birth/death 

certificates, etc. These documents are digitized and saved in DigiLocker accounts. 

 Haiderpur Wetland: The Uttar Pradesh irrigation department drained out Haiderpur 

wetland, a protected Ramsar site. Ramsar Convention is an intergovernmental treaty that 

provides the framework for conservation and wise use of wetlands and their resources. 

India has 75 Ramsar sites. Haiderpur Wetland is a human made wetland formed in 1984 

by the construction of the Madhya Ganga Barrage on a floodplain of Ganga. It is located 

within the boundaries of Hastinapur Wildlife Sanctuary.  

 Exercise Cyclone – I: It is the first joint exercise between the special forces of the Indian 

Army and the Egyptian Army. 

22nd & 23rd Jan 

 The fifth Kalvari class submarine INS Vagir has been inducted into Indian Navy on 

January 23, 2023. It was built by Mumbai’s Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited in 

collaboration with the France-based Naval Group. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi renamed the 21 largest unnamed islands of Andaman 

& Nicobar after Param Vir Chakra awardees on  January 23, 2023, via video 

conferencing. He has also unveiled the model of the National Memorial dedicated to 

Netaji, to be constructed on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Dweep (earlier known as Ross 

Islands). 

 The Border Security Force (BSF) has started an “Ops Alert” exercise with an aim to 

enhance security along the India-Pakistan border in the Kutch district of Gujarat 

and Barmer in Rajasthan along the International Border from Sir Creek (marshy area). It 

is being carried out to “thwart any ill-designs of anti-national elements” during the 

Republic Day celebrations. 

 AHOM BURIAL MOUNDS “MAIDAM” IN ASSAM TO VIE FOR UNESCO 

WORLD HERITAGE SITE: Presently, there are 40 UNESCO WHS in India: 32 

http://www.ziajudicials.com/


ZIA JUDICIALS       MONTHLY MANTRA JANUARY 2023 

WWW.ZIAJUDICIALS.COM 011-42148003, 8929194873 Page 16 

 

cultural (none in the northeast), 7 natural and 1 mixed type. Maidams are the burial 

mounds of Ahom kings, queens and nobles. Their sizes vary from a modest mound to a 

hillock, depending upon the power, status and resources of the person buried. Ahom 

kings used to be buried along with their treasures and articles of their day-to-day use. 

 Rat-hole mining: A High Court appointed committee has refuted Meghalaya 

Government’s estimate of coal extracted before National Green Tribunal (NGT) 

banned rat-hole mining in April 2014. Rat-hole mining involves digging of narrow 

tunnels, usually 3-4 feet high, which workers (often children) enter and extract coal. It is 

mostly practiced in Meghalaya because of thinness of coal found there. In 2019, Supreme 

Court stated that if coal mining is done under Mines and Minerals (Development and 

Regulation) Act and Mineral Concession Rules 1960, NGT ban will not be applicable. 

 Measels and Rubella: India had set a target to eliminate Measels and Rubella (vaccine-

preventable diseases) by 2023 (missed earlier deadline of 2020). Measles is caused by a 

virus that specifically infects the respiratory system. Rubella is caused by a virus that 

invades lymph nodes, eyes and skin. Steps taken by India are as- 

 Mission Indradhanush to ramp up vaccinating the unvaccinated population. 

National strategic plan for measles and rubella elimination.  

 Introduced rubella-containing vaccine (RCV) into the routine immunisation 

programme.  

 A nationwide measles-rubella supplementary immunisation activity (SIA) catch-

up campaign. 

 Buddhist monastery complex found: Excavations revealed Buddhist monastery 

complex at Bharatpur, West Bengal. Other Findings during earlier excavations at 

location are- 

 A Buddhist stupa.  

 Black and red ware pottery from Chalcolithic or Copper Age.  

 Sculptures of Buddha in Bhumisparsha Mudra (also known as ‘earth witness’ 

mudra) - with all five fingers of the right hand extended to touch the ground.  

24th Jan 

 President, Droupadi Murmu has conferred the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal 

Puraskar (PMRBP) 2023 to 11 exceptional children in an award ceremony held at 

Vigyan Bhawan. The awards are conferred upon children in the age group 5- 18 years. 

PMRBP is given in six categories - Art & Culture, Bravery, Innovation, Scholastic, 

Social Service, and Sports. Each awardee of PMRBP is given a medal, a cash prize of 

Rs.1 Lakh and a Certificate. 

 Election Commission Of India (ECI) Hosts 2nd International Conference On Theme 

‘Use Of Technology And Elections Integrity:  This conference is a follow on to the 

‘Summit for Democracy’, an initiative from USA with three pillars of focus (refer 

image). As part of ‘Summit for Democracy’, India through ECI is leading ‘Democracy 
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Cohort on Election Integrity’ to share its knowledge, technical expertise, with other 

democracies around world. Three broad verticals highlighted by ECI on technology 

deployment to Election Management Bodies (EMBs) are-  

 Ease of registration for voters,  

 Facilitating political parties & candidates, and  

 Election management & logistics/security. 

 5th SCORPENE-CLASS SUBMARINE INS VAGIR COMMISSIONED INTO 

INDIAN NAVY: INS Vagir (Sand Shark), launched in the year 2020, is among the six 

submarines being built in India under Indian Navy’s Project-75 at Mazagon Dock 

Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) in Mumbai under collaboration with Naval Group, France. 

Project-75, signed in 2005, includes indigenous construction of six submarines of 

Scorpene (diesel- electric) design. Four of them- Kalvari, Khanderi, Karanj and Vela- 

have already been delivered to Navy and commissioned and INS Vagsheer will be 

commissioned later in the year 2023. 

 Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI): Ministry of Finance has set up a task force on DPI 

for Economic Transformation, Financial Inclusion and Development. It will create a 

detailed map of India’s DPI across sectors and shortlist them to be presented by India 

within the individual G20 tracks. DPI refers to digital solutions that enable basic 

functions essential for public and private service delivery, i.e., collaboration, commerce, 

and governance. E.g. Aadhaar and UPI in India. DPI can enable access to protection and 

health services, reduce poverty and boost educational access for children worldwide.   

 Param Vir Chakra (PVC): On Parakram Diwas 21 largest unmanned islands of 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands are named after 21 Param Vir Chakra (PVC) 

awardees. Parakram Diwas is celebrated on occasion of the birth anniversary of Netaji 

Subhas Chandra Bose i.e. 23rd Jan. PVC is India’s highest military decoration, 

awarded for displaying distinguished acts of valor during wartime. PVC was designed 

by Mrs. Savitri Khanolkar. Cast in bronze, it carries state emblem at centre on a raised 

circle surrounded by four replicas of Indra’s Vajra, flanked by sword of Shivaji. Major 

Somnath Sharma (Posthumous) was first PVC awardee. 

25th Jan 

 DEMO-RUN OF INLAND WATER VESSEL POWERED BY METHANOL 

BLENDED DIESEL (MD15) HELD: Demo-run of Vessel named SB Gangadhar in 

Guwahati, Assam was held in run-up to India Energy Week 2023 (IEW 2023). IEW 

2023, first major event under India’s G20 Presidency, follows PM’s pledge at COP26 

to cut India’s emissions to net-zero by 2070. IEW 2023 is held under Ministry of 

Petroleum & Natural Gas. Methanol (CH3OH) which is also known as wood alcohol is 

a low carbon hydrogen carrier fuel produced from high ash coal, agricultural residue, 

CO2 from thermal power plants and natural gas. It has properties similar to ethanol and is 

used in various products, including plastics, paints, cosmetics etc. 
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 UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (UNDP) INDIA 

LAUNCHES CAMPAIGN TO DRIVE INCLUSIVE CIRCULAR ECONOMY: 

Initiative is a scale-up of existing partnership under UNDP’s flagship Plastic Waste 

Management Programme to develop a sustainable model for plastic waste 

management in India. It promotes collection, segregation, and recycling of all plastics 

to move towards a circular economy. An alternative to current linear economy, circular 

economy is a model of production and consumption, which involves sharing, leasing, 

reusing, repairing, refurbishing and recycling existing materials and products as 

long as possible to:  

 Extend life cycle of products.  

 Reduce waste to a minimum by creating further value   

 TROPEX: It is Indian Navy’s major maritime exercise that is conducted biennially and 

also witnesses participation of Indian Army, Indian Air Force and Coast Guard assets. 

 AMPHEX 2023: It is a biennial Tri-Services Exercise aimed at joint training of elements 

of all three services. 

 Olive Ridley Turtles (ORT) (Lepidochelys olivacea): Several ORT breeding grounds 

in Godavari region of Andhra Pradesh (A.P) have been witnessing mass mortality of 

turtles. ORT are smallest and most abundant of all sea turtles, inhabiting warm waters of 

Pacific, Atlantic and Indian oceans. In India, they nest mostly in eastern coast in A.P and 

Odisha (Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary and Rushikulya coast). IUCN status: 

Vulnerable, Schedule I species under Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. 

26th & 27th Jan 

 The government of India announced the Padma Awards 2023 on the eve of the 74th 

Republic Day. Out of the total 106 Padma awards, six are Padma Vibhushan, nine 

are Padma Bhushan and 91 are Padma Shri. Nineteen of the Padma awardees are 

women. ORS pioneer, Dilip Mahalanobis will be awarded the Padma Vibhushan 

posthumously in the field of Medicine (Pediatrics) and Mulayam Singh Yadav will be 

awarded Padma Vibhushan posthumously in the field of public affairs. 

 India celebrated its 74th Republic Day on 26th January 2023. Highlights of the day are- 

 Theme: Jan Bhagidari 

 Chief Guest: Abdel Fattah El-Sisi (Egyptian President) 

 For the first time, 21-gun salute was given with 105-mm Indian Field Guns, 

replacing the vintage 25-pounder gun. 

 Female BSF camel riders participated in the parade showcasing women's 

empowerment. 

 The Naval contingent of 144 young sailors was led by women officer Lieutenant 

Commander Disha Amrith. 

 President of India Smt. Droupadi Murmu has approved 412 Gallantry awards and other 

Defence decorations to Armed Forces personnel and others. These awards include six 
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Kirti Chakras and 15 Shaurya Chakras. President has also awarded President’s 

Tatrakshak Medal and Tatrakshak Medal to ICG Personnel. 

 National Centre for Good Governance DG, Bharat Lal has addressed a Conference on 

“Water Security for high Economic Growth and Prosperity at 14th South Asia 

Conference on Think20@G20, New Delhi. The “Har Ghar Nal Se Jal” drive under Jal 

Jeevan Mission will be completed by 2024. It is being implemented in a unique bottom-

up and decentralized approach by mobilizing Village Water and Sanitation Committees 

to manage the village water supply infrastructure. 

 The Atal Innovation Mission, Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), and Intel 

India have collaborated to bring a change in the education sector. They will embed future 

skills such as Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Tinkering in the formal curriculum with an 

aim to align the National Education Policy 2020’s guidance to increase the pace of tech 

integration for youth, the need to bridge the future skills gap in the country, and optimize 

the current infrastructure. 

 The government of India has launched the U-WIN platform. It aims to digitize India’s 

Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP). It has been launched in pilot mode 

across two districts of each state and union territory. This platform will help in 

registering and vaccinating every pregnant woman, recording her delivery outcome, 

and administering birth vaccinations and all immunizations. 

 Nagaland observed the third edition of the annual Orange festival 2023 at Rusoma 

village, Kohima district. The two-day festival was organized in collaboration with the 

Department of Horticulture, Agriculture, Rural Development, Land Resources, and 

Kohima Smart City. It aims to recognize and celebrate the hard work of the orange 

growers. 

 Union Health Minister, Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya has unveiled the world’s first 

intranasal COVID-19 vaccine “iNNCOVACC” in New Delhi developed by Bharat 

Biotech International Limited (BBIL) in collaboration with Biotechnology Industry 

Research Assistance. 

 Employees’ Provident Fund Organization (EPFO) has launched a massive District 

Outreach Progarmme ‘Nidhi Aapke Nikat 2.0’. It is a grievance redressal platform and 

information exchange network for employers. It also exchanges information with the 

district-level authorities of various State and Central Government departments. 

 Visakhapatnam railway station of East Coast Railway has been awarded the ‘Green 

Railway Station Certification with the highest rating of Platinum’. The award was 

presented by the Indian Green Building Council (IGBC) for adopting green concepts and 

reducing the adverse environmental impact. 

 Sovereign Green Bonds (SGrBs): RBI issued maiden SGrBs worth ₹ 8,000 crore. 

SGrBs were announced in Union Budget 2022-23 and framework for SGrBs was issued 

(by Ministry of Finance) in November 2022. Green bonds are financial instruments that 
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generate proceeds for investment in environmentally sustainable and climate-suitable 

projects. 

28th Jan 

 Home Minister Amit Shah has laid the foundation stone for a National Forensic 

Sciences University at the premises of the University of Agricultural Sciences, 

Dharwad in Karnataka. It aims to create expert manpower for the country to combat 

crime and result in the prosecution of criminals. 

 Asia’s second and country’s first cable suspension bridge ‘Bajrang Setu’ is being 

constructed at Rishikesh, Uttarakhand and will be completed by July 2023. This bridge 

is coming up next to the famous 90-year-old Laxman Jhula. Laxman Jhula was closed in 

2022 when it was found that it wasn't safe for pedestrians anymore. 

 The first Employment Working Group Meeting under the Sherpa track of the G20 

will be held from February 2 to 4 in Jodhpur, Rajasthan. Focus areas: Addressing 

Global Skill Gaps, Gig and Platform Economy and Social Protection, and Sustainable 

Financing of Social Security. 

 MINISTRY OF TEXTILES CLEARED 15 R&D PROJECTS UNDER NATIONAL 

TECHNICAL TEXTILE MISSION: These 15 research &development projects include 

key strategic areas such as Speciality fibre, Protective textiles, High-Performance 

Textiles, Geotextiles, Medical Textiles, Sustainable Textiles, and Textiles for Building 

Materials. NTTM is being implemented over a period of four years (FY 2020-21 to 2023-

24). Technical Textiles (TT) are textiles materials and products manufactured primarily 

for technical performance and functional properties rather than aesthetic characteristics. 

They are used individually or as a component/part of another product to enhance its 

functional properties. TT is a knowledge-based research-oriented industry. TT are 

broadly classified into 12 different categories. 
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 Vibrant Village Programme (VVP): It is reported that India proposes to develop 130 

model villages along Line of Actual Control. In the backdrop of Chinese setting up model 

villages along India and Bhutan borders, VVP is developed. VVP has been announced in 

Union Budget 2022. It envisages coverage of border villages on Northern border having 

sparse population, limited connectivity and infrastructure, which often get left out from 

development gains. 

29th & 30th Jan 

 Red-headed vulture: Red Headed vulture was spotted in India after a gap of 2 decades. 

Red-headed vulture is also known as Asian King Vulture or Pondicherry Vulture. It was 

extensively found in the Indian Subcontinent but their population was drastically reduced 

by diclofenac poisoning. IUCN Status: Critically Endangered Species. Scientific name: 

Sarcogyps calvus.  

 Noble’s Helen Butterfly: Noble’s Helen, a swallowtail butterfly disappearing from its 

previously known ranges has been sighted in India for the first time. Species was 

recorded at Namdapha National Park of Arunachal Pradesh. Park is named after 

Namdapha river that flows in a North-South direction of Park. Butterflies are considered 

vital indicators representing state of biodiversity and key ecosystem functions. 

 Munroe Thuruthu Island: Study by National Centre for Earth Science Studies 

(NCESS) revealed anthropogenic interventions as main reason for sinking of Munroe 

Thuruthu island. Almost 39% of its land area has been lost in past 2 decades. Island is in 

confluence of Ashtamudi Lake and Kallada River in Kerala. Island’s subsidence began 

with construction of Thenmala dam under Kallada Irrigation Project. 

 The iconic Mughal Gardens in Rashtrapati Bhavan has been renamed as the Amrit 

Udyan. 

 India’s largest car manufacturer company, Suzuki Motor Corporation announced that 

it will use cow dung to power its CNG cars. Suzuki signed an MoU with Asia’s largest 

dairy manufacturer, National Dairy Development Board (NDDB). Suzuki has invested in 

Fujisan Asagiri Biomass which generates power from biogas derived from cow dung in 

Japan. The biogas could be used for Suzuki’s CNG models which account for 

approximately 70 percent of the CNG car market in India. 

31st Jan 

 The government has announced the list of the best marching contingents and tableaux for 

the Republic Day Parade 2023. Results have been announced on the basis of the 

assessment of the panels and online poll for the popular choice. Best three Tableaux 

(States/UTs): Uttarakhand, Maharashtra, and UP. 

 Infibeam Avenues Ltd’s brand “CCAvenue” has become India’s FIRST payment 

gateway player to process Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) or Digital Rupee 
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transactions for online retail merchants. The RBI launched the first pilot of the digital 

rupee for the retail segment on December 1, 2022. 

 According to the latest ranking, released by the Indian Institutional Ranking Framework 

(IIRF), the Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Ahmedabad is the best college to 

pursue the Master of Business Administration (MBA) course in India. IIM Ahmedabad is 

followed by IIM Bengaluru and IIM Kolkata at second and third spots, respectively. 

 FIRST HIGH-LEVEL DIALOGUE OF THE INITIATIVE ON CRITICAL AND 

EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES [iCET]: iCET is a unique initiative led by the Indian 

National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS) and the U.S. National Security Council 

(NSC). It is vital for India’s growing role as a trusted supply chain partner and 

contributor in the global technology value chain and deals directly with disruptive 

domains which are central to the next Industrial Revolution and future warfare. It aims to 

expand partnership in critical and emerging technologies. Six areas of cooperation are- 

 Scientific research and development  

 Quantum and artificial intelligence  

 Defense innovation  

 Space  

 Advanced telecom which would include things like 6G  

 Semiconductors  

 NASA- ISRO Synthetic Apreture Radar [NISAR]: This mission is scheduled to launch 

in September 2023 from Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh. It will be a near-polar orbit 

satellite and will scan the globe every 12 days over the course of its three-year mission of 

imaging the Earth’s land, ice sheets and sea ice. It will allow scientists to track changes in 

croplands, hazard sites and monitor crises such as volcanic eruptions. 

 e-Gram Swaraj: Recently, the Ministry of Panchayati Raj organised a multistakeholder 

conference for consultation on e-Gram Swaraj 2.0, Manthan: Charting New Paths. About 

e-Gram Swaraj Portal: 

 The portal aims at capacity building of the third tier of governance through 

technological interventions.  

 The portal aims to bring better transparency in decentralised planning, progress 

reporting and work-based accounting.  

 The application is developed as part of Panchayat Enterprise Suite (PES) under e-

Panchayat Mission Mode Project. 

 Core Module on the portal includes Panchayat Prole, Planning, Progress 

Reporting and Accounting. 

 Kawal Tiger reserve: More than 340 birds of different species ( including rare peregrine 

falcon) enumerated in water bodies of Kawal Tiger Reserve during the Asian Water Bird 

Census 2023. About Kawal Tiger Reserve- 

 Location: Located in the Telangana State along banks of river Godavari, forming 

part of the Deccan peninsula-central highlands.  
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 Habitat: Dense forests, grasslands, open areas, rivers, streams and water bodies. 

 Environmental Information, Awareness, Capacity Building and Livelihood 

Programme (EIACP): New logo of EIACP released. Environmental Information 

System (ENVIS) is renamed as EIACP. EIACP serves as a one stop platform for 

dissemination of environmental information, informed policy formulation on various 

facets of environment and facilitation of alternate livelihoods through green skilling. 

EIACP conducts Environmental Awareness Programs to School Children, Colleges and 

Universities on Environmental Important Days. As per the mandate of EIACP, the 

activities of the Programme Centres are to be aligned with Lifestyle for the 

Environment (LiFE) introduced by the India at COP 26 in Glasgow. 

 Khelo India Youth Games 2022:  Khelo India Youth Games is being held in Bhopal, 

Madhya Pradesh. A special mobile application has been launched to ensure that 

participating athletes, coaches, support staff etc have access to all related information. . 

About KYIG \- 

 KIYG were first hosted in 2018 in New Delhi.  

 Current edition (fifth) of KIYG will feature athletes taking part in the U-18 age 

category.  

 Also, water sports being included for first time in history of games. 
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INTERNATIONAL 

31st Dec, 1st & 2nd Jan 

 Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva took office for a third term as Brazil’s president. 

 The 10th edition of Dhaka Lit Fest (DLF) which is the largest international literary 

festival in Bangladesh, which was postponed three years in a row owing to the Covid-19 

pandemic, is scheduled for January 5-8, 2023. 

 Croatia Becomes Fully Integrated EU Member: Croatia adopted the Euro and removed 

dozens of border checkpoints to become the 27th nation to join Europe's passport-free 

travel area (world’s largest). 

3rd Jan 

 India and Saudi Arabia will sign MLAT [Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty] to obtain 

formal assistance from each other in investigations related to criminal cases. MLAT is a 

mechanism whereby countries cooperate with one another to provide and obtain formal 

assistance in prevention, suppression, investigation and prosecution of crime. It ensures 

that criminals do not escape or sabotage the due process of law for want of evidence 

available in different countries. India has so far signed MLATs with 45 countries. 

Ministry of Home Affairs is the nodal Ministry for concluding MLAT in Criminal 

Matters. 

4th Jan 

 Asian Pacific Postal Union (APPU): India will take over the charge of Secretary 

General of APPU for a tenure of 4 years. APPU is an intergovernmental organization of 

32-member countries of the Asian-Pacific region. Goal of APPU is to extend, facilitate 

and improve postal relations between member countries and to promote cooperation in 

the field of postal services. It is the only Restricted Union of the Universal Postal Union 

(UPU) in the region, which is a specialized agency of UN. Headquarter: Bangkok, 

Thailand. 

5th Jan  

 Lithium mining process: India has identified two lithium mines and one copper 

mine in Argentina for a possible acquisition or long-term lease. Argentina, Chile and 

Bolivia forms Lithium Triangle. Lithium is found in cedemine rock formation and in 

brine form, which is called salar in Latin America. The other alternative is its liquid form. 

Australia is top lithium producer globally. 

 Heat Dome: Several parts of Europe are experiencing an extreme warm spell because of 

heat dome formation over regions. Heat dome occurs when an area of high-pressure traps 

warm air over a region, just like a lid on a pot, for an extended period. Any region of high 
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pressure, whether a heat dome or not, forces air to sink and once it reaches the ground, it 

gets compressed and becomes even warmer. 

 India has taken over the leadership of the Asia Pacific Postal Union (APPU) in January 

2023. Dr Vinaya Prakash Singh will take over the charge of Secretary General of the 

Union for a tenure of 4 years. This is the result of the elections during the 13th APPU 

Congress held in August-September 2022. 

6th Jan 

 Australia’s Belinda Clark has become the first female cricketer to have a statue cast in 

her honour, a bronze sculpture of the trailblazing former captain unveiled outside Sydney 

Cricket Ground. 

 The TRF came into existence in 2019 as a proxy outfit of the Lashkar-e-Taiba, a 

proscribed terrorist organisation. Home Ministry said that TRF is recruiting youth 

through online mediums for the furtherance of terrorist activities. Centre has declared 

The Resistance Front (TRF) as a terrorist organisation under the Unlawful Activities 

(Prevention) Act, UAPA. 

7th Jan 

 Working Time and Work-Life Balance Around the World Report: It has been 

released by the International Labour Organisation. Key Highlights: Short-time work 

and work-sharing measures helped to reduce the volume of work and save jobs during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Flexible working hours enabled individuals as well as companies 

to collectively reduce the hours of work.  

8th & 9th Jan 

 Taiwanese lawmakers have passed new rules that let local chip firms turn 25% of their 

annual research and development expenses into tax credits, part of efforts to keep cutting-

edge semiconductor technologies at home and maintain the island’s technology 

leadership. 

 Indian-origin Sikh woman, Manpreet Monica Singh became the first ever female Sikh 

judge in the US after she was sworn in as a Harris county judge. 

10th Jan 

 Open Access (OA) movement: OA is a movement that makes online publications 

immediately available free of charge and free of most copyright and licensing 

restrictions. It is supported and put into practice by several countries and institutions, as 

demonstrated by number of institutional signatories of Budapest Open Access Initiative 

(BOAI) and Berlin Declaration on OA to Knowledge. UNESCO supports unrestricted 

OA which promotes the principle of openness, an essential element of progress. 
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 Hawaii’s Kilauea volcano: Hawaiian volcano kilauea erupted again recently. Kilauea 

volcano is active shield volcano (erupts magma of low viscosity and hence less steep) 

located on the Hawaiian island.. Hawaii, USA is a group of 8 volcanic islands in the 

central Pacific Ocean stretching in a crescent from Kure Island in west to Hawaii in east. 

Volcanoes make up 51% of Hawaii Island landmass.  

11th Jan 

 Gabon’s President Ali Bongo has appointed the country’s first female Prime Minister 

Rose Christiane Ossouka Raponda to the role of Vice-President and named a new PM to 

replace her. 

 Start Me Up UK Space Mission That Failed: The mission had been dubbed “Start Me 

Up,” channeling the Rolling Stones to herald a new era of British space travel. The rocket 

was set to make history, carrying satellites on what would be the first-ever orbital launch 

from the U.K. 

 According to the latest Henley Passport Index, Japan has retained its position as the 

most favourible passport in the world, allowing visa-free entry to 193 global 

destinations. Singapore and South Korea came in a joint second on the ranking. The 

Indian passport was ranked 85th giving visa-free entry to 59 destinations worldwide. The 

ranking, published by London-based immigration consultancy Henley & Partners, uses 

data from the International Air Transport Association to rank 199 passports’ access to 

227 travel destinations. 

 Suriname [Capital: Paramaribo]: At the 17th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas event, Suriname 

President suggested setting up a Hindi language training institutions in Caribbean region. 

Suriname, formerly known as Dutch Guiana, is situated on northern edge of South 

America. 

12th Jan 

 WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM (WEF) RELEASES WORLD RISK REPORT 

2023: Report is published annually based on Global Risks Perception Survey. It 

highlights key risks across five categories: Economic, Environmental, Geopolitical, 

Societal and Technological. Global risk is defined as possibility of occurrence of an event 

or condition which, if it occurs, would negatively impact a significant proportion of 

global GDP, population, or natural resources. Top 5 risks for India are Digital inequality, 

Geopolitical contest for resources, Cost-of-living crisis, Debt crises, Natural disasters and 

Extreme weather events over short and medium term.  

 One World One Sun One Grid (OWOSOG): Union India-Myanmar-Thailand 

interconnection plan is in line with OSOWOG programme under International Solar 

Alliance (ISA). OWOSOG was launched jointly by India and UK during COP 26 in 

2021. It aimed for connecting solar energy supply across borders. It will be developed 

under World Bank’s technical assistance. Three Phases of Plan:  
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 First Phase: It will entail interconnectivity within Asian continent.  

 Second Phase: It will add Africa.  

 Third Phase: It is about global interconnection 

13th Jan 

 Uganda [Capital: Kampala] declares end to deadly Ebola outbreak. It is World’s 

second most populous landlocked country, located in east-central Africa. Bordered by 

Kenya, South Sudan, Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, and Tanzania.  

 Guyana [Capital: Georgetown]: India and Guyana agreed to cooperate in oil and gas 

sector. Guyana is located on the north-eastern coast of South America. It is part of 

Guianas, a region in north-eastern South America on Guiana Shield, an old stable 

geological formation that forms a portion of the northern coast. Guianas includes Guyana, 

Suriname, and French Guiana. It is bordered by Venezuela, Brazil and Suriname. 

14th, 15th and 16th Jan 

 WORLD SOCIAL REPORT 2023: LEAVING NO ONE BEHIND IN AN AGEING 

WORLD RELEASED: It is a flagship publication of Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs of United Nations Secretariat. Report builds on framework of Madrid 

International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA) and explores social and economic 

opportunities and challenges that population ageing presents. MIPAA was adopted at 

second World Assembly on Ageing in April 2002. INITIATIVES TAKEN IN INDIA- 

 Articles 38 (1), 39 (e), 41 and 46 makes it incumbent on state to make provision 

for public assistance in old age.  

 Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007  

 Various schemes like Atal Vayo Abhyudaya Yojana, National Programme for the 

Health Care of Elderly, Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana etc.  

 India is a signatory to International conventions on ageing like MIPPA, UN 

Decade of Healthy Ageing etc.  

 The annual meeting of the World Economic Forum started in Davos, Switzerland, 

on January 16 and will continue till January 20, 2023. The theme of the 53rd annual event 

is ‘Cooperation in a Fragmented World’. The aim of this meeting is to address the 

pressing issues the world is facing and promote innovative solutions. 

17th Jan 

 Exoplanets: NASA stated that James Webb Space Telescope has discovered its first 

new exoplanet LHS 475 b. Exoplanets are planets that orbit other stars and are beyond 

our solar system. Most of exoplanets discovered so far are in a relatively small region of 

Milky Way Galaxy. 
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 President of Egypt, Abdel Fattah El-Sisi will be the Chief Guest at India’s Republic 

Day. It is bordered by Libya (west), Sudan (south), Palestinian territory (Gaza Strip) and 

Israel (northeast), Red Sea (east), and Mediterranean Sea (North).  

18th Jan 

 UNSC (United Nations Security Council) Sanctions Committee: ISIL and Al Qaida 

Sanctions Committee of the UNSC has placed Lashkar-e-Taiba’s (LeT) Makki on its 

sanctions list. UNSC Sanctions Committee is subsidiary organ of UNSC to support or 

implement UNSC decisions. UN Charter authorizes UNSC to use a variety of measures 

to enforce its decisions. E.g. The ISIL and Al Qaida Sanctions Committee was 

established pursuant to UNSC resolutions 1267 (1999), 1989 (2011) and 2253 (2015). It 

can also use Panels/Groups of Experts or other mechanisms to monitor implementation of 

the sanctions. 

 New fleet of tanks to Ukraine: Germany has pointed towards fulfilling Ukraine’s 

request for a fleet of modern Leopard 2 tanks. Other Modern Tanks: Challenger 2 (UK), 

M1 ABRAMS (US), AMX 10-RC (France). 

 Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero (GFANZ): According to a report, GFANZ 

members are continuing to finance expansion of coal, oil and fossil gas industries. 

GFANZ is world’s largest coalition of financial institutions committed to 

transitioning global economy to net-zero greenhouse gas emission. It aims to 

coordinate efforts across all sectors of the financial system to accelerate the transition to a 

net-zero global economy. It was launched in 2021 by UN Special Envoy on Climate 

Action and Finance and COP26 presidency, in partnership with UNFCCC Race to Zero 

campaign. It has over 550 members from 50 jurisdictions. 

 Japan and India began first ever joint fighter jet drill near Tokyo. Japan is an island 

country lying off east coast of Asia. It stretches from Sea of Okhotsk (north) to East 

China Sea (south). Four main islands from north to south are Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku 

and Kyushu. 

 Yemen [Capital: Sana’a]: UN Yemen envoy highlighted the current absence of major 

fighting and its use to advance their talks towards peace. Yemen is a desert country on 

the Southern tip of Arabian Peninsula, with Red Sea and Bab-el-Mandeb on its west 

while Gulf of Aden, Arabian Sea, and Guardafui Channel on South. 

19th Jan 

 National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) awarded $ 425 million to 

Boeing for the agency's sustainable flight demonstrator project. Boeing and NASA will 

work together to build, test, and fly a full-scale demonstrator aircraft. They will also 

validate technologies that aimed to lower emissions. 

 External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar During the visit to Maldives announced an 

additional grant of 100 Million Maldivian Rufiyaa for community development projects 
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in Maldives. An MoU was also signed between Maldivian National University and Kochi 

University of Science & Technology. He has also announced that India has handed over 

two sea ambulances to help the Maldives National Defence Force (MNDF). 

 Nature Risk Profile (NRP): UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and S&P Global has 

launched Nature Risk Profile. NRP is aimed at enabling financial sector to measure and 

address nature-related risk by providing scientifically robust and actionable analytics on 

nature impacts and dependencies. Its methodology is based on Kunming-Montreal 

Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) adopted in December 2022. GBF includes a 

target for governments to take legal, administrative or policy measures to encourage and 

enable businesses to regularly monitor, assess, and transparently disclose their risks, 

dependencies and impacts on biodiversity.  

20th Jan 

 Dr Sanduk Ruit (Nepalese ophthalmologist) was awarded the top civilian award of 

Bahrain, the ISA Award for Service to Humanity. He is a co-founder of the Himalayan 

Cataract Project.  

 WhatsApp, a subsidiary of Meta was fined 5.5 million euros ($5.95 million) by the Data 

Privacy Commissioner (DPC) of Ireland for an additional breach of the EU's privacy 

laws. 

 The joint mission operations of the NASA-JAXA, Geotail spacecraft have signed off 

after 30 years in orbit due to the failure of the spacecraft’s remaining data recorder. This 

mission was launched on July 24, 1992. Geotail orbited Earth had gathered an immense 

dataset on the structure and dynamics of the magnetosphere, Earth’s protective magnetic 

bubble. 

 According to the report, released by the Dealroom and London & Partners, India 

ranked 4th globally with USD $24.1$ billion worth of venture capital (VC) 

investments in 2022. The United States of America (USA) with a USD $233.3$ billion 

tech investment topped the list, followed by China (USD 48 billion) and the United 

Kingdom (UK) (USD $29.9$ billion). 

 TB Vaccine Accelerator Council: WHO announced plans to establish a new TB 

Vaccine Accelerator Council. This council will facilitate the licensing and use of 

effective novel TB vaccines catalysing high-level alignment between various 

stakeholders in identifying and overcoming barriers to TB vaccine development. BCG is 

currently the only licensed TB vaccine. TB is caused by bacillus Mycobacterium 

tuberculosis. It typically affects lungs (pulmonary TB) but can affect other sites.  

21st Jan 

 New Zealand’s police and education minister Chris Hipkins (44 years) will replace 

Jacinda Ardern as Prime Minister after emerging as the only candidate nominated to lead 

the ruling Labour Party. 
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22nd & 23rd Jan 

 SWITZERLAND BECAME FIRST WTO MEMBER TO FORMALLY ACCEPT 

NEW AGREEMENT ON FISHERIES SUBSIDIES: Agreement sets new binding, 

multilateral rules to curb harmful subsidies, which are a key factor in the widespread 

depletion of world's fish stocks. It is the first WTO agreement to focus on environment 

and only second agreement reached at WTO since its inception. It was adopted at WTO's 

12th Ministerial Conference held in Geneva (June 2022). The agreement-  

 Prohibits subsidies to illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, and bans 

subsidies for fishing overfished stocks and for fishing on unregulated high seas. 

 Recognizes needs of developing and least-developed countries (LDCs) and 

establishes a Fund to provide technical assistance and capacity building to help 

them implement the Agreement. 

24th Jan 

 COUNTDOWN TO 2023: WHO REPORT ON GLOBAL TRANS-FAT 

ELIMINATION 2022 RELEASED: It is an annual status report published by World 

Health Organisation (Geneva, Switzerland) in collaboration with Resolve to Save 

Lives. It monitors global progress towards 2023 target for global elimination of 

industrially produced Trans-Fatty Acids (TFA). TFAs are unsaturated fatty acids that are 

of two types-  

1) Naturally occurring trans-fat occurs naturally in some dairy and meat products.  

2) Industrially produced trans-fat adds hydrogen to liquid vegetable oils to make 

them more solid. It is found in packaged foods, baked goods, cooking oils and 

spreads.  

 Exercise Tarkash 2023: It is the 6th Edition of Counter Terrorism Exercise between 

India’s NSG (National Security Guard) and US Special Operations Forces (SOF).  

 Yellow Band Disease (YBD): Recently, an increased rate of coral deaths has been 

observed on Eastern coast of Thailand due to YBD. YBD is a bacterial disease which 

disturbs symbiotic relations of corals causing them to die. Disease turns the colour of 

coral to yellow before destroying them completely. There is no known cure for the 

disease and is non reversible unlike coral bleaching. 

 Tritiated water: Fukushima to release radioactive contaminated water which was stored 

at Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant on Japan’s east coast due to tsunami. 

Before it is stored, wastewater produced at Fukushima is treated to remove almost all 

radioactive elements including cobalt 60, strontium 90 and caesium 137. But tritium, a 

radioactive form of hydrogen is left behind. When one of hydrogen atoms in water is 

replaced by tritium, it forms radioactive tritiated water. Tritiated water is chemically 

identical to normal water, which makes separating it from wastewater expensive, energy 

intensive and time consuming. 
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25th Jan 

 Chris Hipkins was sworn in as the 41st prime minister of New Zealand by the 

governor-general during a ceremony in Wellington. His appointment came after the 

resignation of former PM Jacinda Ardern.  

 Brazil's government has declared a medical emergency in the Yanomami territory, after 

the reports of children dying of malnutrition and other diseases caused by illegal gold 

mining. 

 Doomsday Clock: Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists (BAS) moved Doomsday clock to 

90 seconds to midnight largely because of mounting nuclear warfare in Ukraine. BAS 

was founded in 1945 by Albert Einstein and University of Chicago scientists who worked 

on Manhattan Project to build first atomic bomb. Doomsday Clock, created in 1947, is a 

design that warns the public about how close we are to destroying our world with 

dangerous technologies of our own making. 

 Recently Russia expelled Estonia’s (Tallinn) Ambassador and downgrades their 

diplomatic relations. Estonia is a country in north-eastern Europe, northernmost of three 

Baltic States (other two are Latvia and Lithuania). Shares border with Russia, Latvia. 

26th & 27th Jan 

 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) had 

designated the historic center of Odesa, a strategic port city on Ukraine’s Black Sea 

coast as a World Heritage in Danger site. The status was awarded by a UNESCO panel 

meeting in Paris. This status will help to protect Odesa’s cultural heritage, which has 

been under threat since Russia’s invasion and enable access to financial and technical 

international aid. 

 SOUTH AFRICA INKS MOU TO SEND 12 CHEETAHS TO KUNO NATIONAL 

PARK: 12 Cheetahs from South Africa is expected to arrive by February-March 2023. 

Earlier in September 2022, KNP had received eight Cheetahs from Namibia. Project 

Cheetah, approved by Supreme Court in the year 2020, aims to reintroduce atleast 50 

cheetahs over next five years. KNP is situated in Vindhyan Hills in Madhya Pradesh. It 

falls under falls under Kathiawar-Gir dry deciduous forest eco-region and vegetation is 

dominated by Kardhai, Khair and Salai trees. 

 T+ 1 Settlement: After China India has become second country in world to start ‘trade-

plus-one’ (T+1) settlement cycle in top listed securities. Until 2001, stock markets had 

weekly settlement system, then T+3, and then moved to T+2 in 2003. Under T+1, trade-

related settlements must be done within a day, or 24 hours, of completion of a 

transaction. Benefits of T+1: Better liquidity with investors; Faster rolling of funds and 

stocks; Decreases unsettled trade exposure to clearing corporation by 50%; Reduces 

capital blocked to cover risk of trades etc. 

 Tech neck Syndrome (new carpal tunnel syndrome): New York based doctor stated 

that smartphones and laptops like tech tools have given rise to a new physical condition 
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called 'tech neck’. It refers to onset of cervical spinal degeneration that results from 

repeated stress of frequent forward head flexion while we look down at mobile devices 

and text for longer periods of time. 

 Lake Victoria (also called as Victoria Nyanza): Recently Delhi-based non-profit 

Centre for Science and Environment released a report on managing Lake Victoria water 

quality in Tanzania. Lake Victoria is largest lake in Africa and chief reservoir of Nile. It 

is shared by three countries, Tanzania, Uganda and Kenya.  

28th Jan 

 US President Joe Biden has nominated Indian-American astronaut Raja J. Chari for 

the appointment to the grade of Air Force brigadier general. 

 The 15th BRICS [Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa] summit will be held 

in Durban, South Africa in August 2023. The 5th annual BRICS summit was held in 

Durban, South Africa in 2013. BRIC was founded in the year 2006 and later on in the 

year 2010, South Africa was included and it became BRICS. 

 The 3rd INTERPOL Young Global Police Leaders Programme (YGPLP) is being 

organized from 25th January to 2nd February 2023 in New Delhi, India. It was 

virtually addressed by INTERPOL Secretary General, Jurgen Stock. The event was 

organized by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI). CBI Director: Subodh Kumar 

Jaiswal. INTERPOL Headquarters: Lyon, France and 195 member countries at 

present. 

 Exercise Veer Guardian 2023: It is bilateral Air exercise between Indian Air Force 

(IAF) and Japan Air Self Defence Force (JASDF). 

29th & 30th Jan 

 Indian army carried out the annual exercise named ‘Exercise Topchi’. Army 

demonstrated its artillery firepower, aviation, and surveillance capacity in exercise. 

Aviation assets showcased were indigenous advanced light helicopter, light combat 

helicopter, cheetah and chetak helicopters. Focus of the exercise was to showcase 

indigenous capabilities and strides made in achieving self-reliance in defense sector.  

 A former chairman of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) military 

committee, Petr Pavel has become the new president of the Czech Republic. 

31st Jan 

 World Economic Outlook [WEO]: International Monetary Fund (IMF). The IMF 

releases the WEO twice every year, in April and October, apart from updating it twice -

in January and July. Key findings of the report are-  

 World economy to grow 2.9% in 2023.  

 Recession risks have subsided and central banks are making progress in 

controlling inflation.  
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 India will stay the world’s fastest growing major economy in 2023 and 2024. 

 Growth in India is set to decline from 6.8 percent in 2022 to 6.1 percent in 2023. 
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STATES 

 SAIME [Sustainable Aquaculture In Mangrove Ecosystem] Initiative: Under SAIME 

initiative farmers have taken up cultivation of shrimp at 30 hectares in West Bengal. 

Additionally, they are restoring mangroves. Started in 2019, the community-based 

initiative of sustainable shrimp cultivation is being conceived by NGOs- Nature 

Environment and Wildlife Society (NEWS) and Global Nature Fund (GNF), Naturland, 

Bangladesh Environment and Development Society (BEDS). The mangrove ecosystem is 

integrated with shrimp cultivation, but when fisheries were expanded inwards, the 

mangrove ecosystem was excluded. 

 Kotia region: Odisha government has mooted a proposal allowing officers above joint 

secretaries to reach Kotia, using flight service to review progress on developmental 

activities. Kotia is a territory claimed by both Odisha and Andhra Pradesh. Both states 

claim these villages since 1960s as they are reportedly rich in mineral wealth. 

 Sammet Shikharji or Shikharji: Shikharji is a holy site for Jain community which has 

been protesting to overturn the Jharkhand government decision declaring it as a tourist 

spot. Shikharji is located on Parasnath hill (biggest pilgrimage site for both Digambaras 

and Svetambarain) in Giridih district of Jharkhand. Hill named after Parasnath, the 23rd 

Tirthankar, is believed that it is the place where 20 of 24 Jain tirthankaras along with 

many other monks attained ‘moksh’ or salvation after meditating. Hill is known to be the 

highest mountain in Jharkhand. 

 Siyom River: Defence Minister inaugurated 100-metre-long bridge over Siyom river, 

close to Arunachal’s northern border with China. It is a right bank tributary of 

Brahmaputra and is a latitudinally flowing river in Arunachal Pradesh. River Siyang 

(Tsangpo) joins river Siyom in West Siyang district. It flows through western borders of 

Mouling National Park. 

 The Uttarakhand government has decided to abolish the revenue policing system in the 

state. The Pushkar Singh Dhami government has also announced that revenue villages 

will be brought under the regular policing system. Law and order in 1,800 revenue 

villages of Uttarakhand will now be handled by the state police, according to a statement 

by the Chief Minister’s Office. 

 Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu announced to set up of Rs 

101 crore CM’s Sukhashraya Sahayata Kosh for the destitute in the state. 

 The second phase of the Sari Festival “VIRAASAT”-Celebrating 75 handwoven Saris 

of India will begin from 3rd to 17th January 2023 at Handloom Haat, Janpath, New Delhi. 

The Sari Festival VIRAASAT is organized by the Ministry of Textile. 

 Gangasagar Mela: West Bengal demanded a national status for Gangasagar mela. It 

takes place every year on the island of Gangasagar in state’s 24 South Parganas. 

Devotees gather at confluence of Ganga and Bay of Bengal to take a sacred dip during 

Makar Sankranti (mid-January). Gangasagar is an island in Ganges delta located on 
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continental shelf of Bay of Bengal roughly 100 kilometres south of Kolkata. It is said to 

be India's second largest pilgrimage gathering after Kumbh Mela. 

 Dark Sky Reserve: Talacauvery in Kodagu District, Karnataka has emerged as South 

India's Hanle. Hanle (in Ladakh) is India’s first Dark Sky Reserve. Dark Sky Reserve is a 

designation given to a public or private land with exceptional or distinguished quality of 

starry nights, and nocturnal environment that is specifically protected for its scientific, 

natural, educational, cultural, heritage and/or public enjoyment. Dark Sky location 

depends on light pollution which is measured on Bortle Scale. 

 Gaan Ngai festival of Zeliangrong community: Zeliangrong community of Manipur 

celebrates Gaan Ngai festival. It is the biggest post-harvest and cultural festival across the 

state. Zeliangrong community comprises three Naga tribes - Rongmei, Liangmai, and 

Zeme tribesliving at tri-junction of Assam, Manipur and Nagaland. Zeliangrong is 

Southern group of Naga languages belonging to Tibeto-Burman languages under Sino-

Tibetan Language Family. In Nagaland, Liangmais and Zeme are recognised as Zeilang. 

Rongmei Nagas are also known as Kabui. 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the naming of Greenfield International Airport at Goa’s 

Mopa as Manohar International Airport after former Defence Minister and Goa Chief 

Minister Manohar Parrikar. 

 Imoinu Day is celebrated in Manipur as a part of the Meitei Cultural ritual. The 

traditional festival of Imoinu Day is celebrated on the 12th day of the Meitei Lunar 

Month of Wakching. Every year on this day, people of the valley serve dishes in odd 

numbers as part of the Imoinu Eratpa ritual. 

 West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee launched a new campaign “Didi’r 

Surakha Kavach” for her party, Trinamool Congress. The campaign “Didi’r Surakha 

Kavach” ahead of the panchayat polls due in April. The “Didi’r Surakha Kavach” will 

begin on 10th  January 2023. 

 Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has inaugurated the Palm leaf Manuscript 

Museum with modern audio-visual technology at the renovated Central Archives, Fort 

area in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. The Museum, promoted as “World’s First Palm-

Leaf Manuscript Museum” was set up by the Archives Department in association with 

the Kerala Museum of History and Heritage. 

 Puducherry Lieutenant governor Dr. Tamilisai Soundararajan said that the first G-20 

meeting will be held in Puducherry on 31st January. The G20 logo for the meeting 

was released by Lieutenant Governor Dr. Tamilisai Soundararajan at a function. 

 Birsa Munda Hockey Stadium: Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik inaugurated one 

of the largest hockey stadiums in India in Rourkela ahead of the Men’s Hockey World 

Cup 2023. It is located in Sundargarh district which has been named as Birsa Munda 

Hockey Stadium Complex. 

 African Swine Fever (ASF): Recently 700 Pigs culled In Madhya Pradesh amid African 

Swine Flu scare. ASF is a highly contagious viral disease of domestic and wild pigs, 
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whose mortality rate can reach 100%. It leads to an acute form of hemorrhagic fever in 

domestic and wild pigs. There is currently no effective vaccine against ASF. It is not a 

danger to human health, but it has devastating Effect on the farming economy. 

 Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar inaugurated 

the three-day ‘North East Krishi Kumbhar-2023’ and took part in the 49th Foundation 

Day celebration of the ICAR Research Complex for NEH Region, Umiam. 

 Moirang: Union Home and Cooperation Minister inaugurated and laid foundation stone 

of few development projects at Moirang, Manipur [a small town in Bishnupur district of 

Manipur]. Also unveiled 165-feet tall tricolor at historic ‘Azad Hind Fauj’ Headquarters 

at Moirang, which is tallest national flag in the entire North East region.  

 Sagol Kangjei: The Home Minister recently inaugurated a 122 ft statute in Manipur, 

which depicts a Sagol Kangjei player. Modern polo is said to have originated from Sagol 

Kangjei, a sport which is indigenous to Manipur.  

 Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan declared Kerala as the first state in the country to go 

fully digital in its banking service and said this recognition would boost the state 

economy. Vijayan said this achievement was possible due to social interventions through 

local self-government institutions along with infrastructure development and 

technological advances in the banking sector. 

 Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel celebrated the Cherchera festival at 

Dudhadhari Math in Raipur, Chhattisgarh. The Cherchera festival of Chhattisgarh is 

celebrated on the full moon night of the ‘Paush’ Hindu calendar month. It is to celebrate 

the happiness and joy of taking crops to their homes after cultivation. Chief Minister 

Baghel extended warm wishes to all the citizens of Chhattisgarh on the auspicious 

occasion. 

 Thullal: Ottanthullal (or Thullal) is a recite-and-dance art-form of Kerala that is famous 

for its humour and social satire. It was introduced in 18th century by legendary poet 

Kunchan Nambiar. It is marked by its simplicity as opposed to more complex dance-

forms like Kathakali and Koodiyattam. 

 Parshuram Kund Festival: Parshuram Kund Festival will be held in Arunachal 

Pradesh from 12th to 16th January. It is an annual religious fair when pilgrims come for a 

holy dip at Parshuram Kund on Makar Sankranti. Parshuram Kund is a sacred pond 

located in Tailung area of Mishmi plateau in lower reaches of Lohit River in Lohit 

District. Kund falls within Kamlang Reserve Forest Area and is surrounded by dense 

forest of Rudraksha trees of Elaeocarpaceae family. 

 Horizontal Reservation: Uttrakhand govt. gave nod to 30% horizontal reservation 

in government jobs for Uttarakhand women. Horizontal reservation refers to equal 

opportunity provided to categories of beneficiaries such as women, transgender 

community, and differently abled, cutting through vertical categories. It is to be applied 

separately across each vertical category. Here, 30% reservation for women will be 

independently applied in each category (SCs, STs, OBCs, Unreserved). Example- 
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Reservation under Article 15(3). Whereas, Vertical Reservation is reservation for 

Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Other Backward Classes. It applies separately 

for each of groups specified under law. Example - Reservation under Article 16(4). 

 The Punjab government will launch its first major education project, ‘Schools of 

Eminence’ on 21st January 2023. It will be launched at the Indian School of Business 

(ISB), Mohali. Under the project, the state government will upgrade existing govt schools 

into ‘Schools of Eminence’ for classes 9 to 12. Under phase 1, the govt plans to upgrade 

nearly 110 government schools as ‘Schools of Eminence’. 

 Joon Beel mela (fair): This mela is organised annually on the occasion of Magh Bihu 

(celebrated in the mid-January), in the Morigaon District of Assam. The three-day 

annual event is organised under the traditional king of the Tiwa tribe called Gobha 

Deoraja that once ruled the area. Magh Bihu is a traditional harvest festival of Assam. 

It has kept alive the system of barter as a means of procuring goods. Tribal communities 

like Tiwa, Karbi, Khasi, and Jaintia from nearby hills participate in the fair. 

 Punjab Governer, Banwari Lal Purohit inaugurated North India’s largest floating Solar 

project of 2000 kWp at Water Works in Chandigarh and a 500kWp floating Solar Project 

with Fountains at Dhanas Lake in Chandigarh. These projects were designed and 

executed by CREST (Chandigarh Renewable Energy and Science & Technology 

Promotion Society). 

 The Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has organized a two-day event, 

‘Krishi-Mahotsav: Pradarshani evam Prashikshan’ at Kota, Rajasthan in association 

with the Department of Agriculture, Government of Rajasthan. It aims to make Kota 

Division advanced and leading in the field of agriculture and rural development. 

 The government of Bihar in association with the Forest Survey of India (FSI) has 

decided to conduct a ‘Trees Outside Forest’ (TOF) field survey to identify the 

dominant tree species that are growing outside the recorded forest areas (RFA). As per 

the FSI India State of Forest Report, 2021, Bihar has registered an increase of 3.79% in 

growing stock in RFA and 0.58% in TOF. 

 The 30th National Child Science Congress started at Ahmedabad in Gujarat on 27th 

January 2023. It is being organized at Science City and will conclude on 31st January 

2023. Theme: Understanding Ecosystem for Mental and Wellbeing. 

 Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal has inaugurated a “super site” and a mobile van to collect 

real-time pollution data and tell its constituents. Delhi would become the first city in 

the country to get a real-time source segmentation of air pollution. It will identify factors 

that are responsible for the increase in air pollution in Delhi. The project has been 

initiated by the Delhi Pollution Control Committee in collaboration with IIT Kanpur, IIT 

Delhi, and TERI [The Energy and Resources Institute]. 
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LEGAL UPDATES 

 SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS CENTRE’S DECISION ON 

DEMONETISATION: In 4:1 verdict, SC upheld Central government’s 2016 

notification of 38emonetization of ₹ 1,000 and ₹ 500 denomination notes under Section 

26(2) of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Act 1934. The judgment, authored by Justice B R 

Gavai, was agreed to by judges S Abdul Nazeer, A S Bopanna, and V Ramasubramanian. 

Justice B V Nagarathna faulted 38emonetization in her dissenting judgment but did not 

quash it. SC Observations- 

 Under Section 26 (2), government has power to 38emonetiza any series of bank 

notes and it was not limited to one series alone. 

 There was consultation between government and RBI six months prior to 

demonetization. 

 Action of 38emonetization and time period given for currency exchange were not 

hit by doctrine of proportionality. 

 Electronic Supreme Court Reports (e-SCR) project: Chief Justice of India announced 

the launch of e-SCR project to provide access to judgements to common public. E-SCR is 

an initiative to provide digital version of apex court’s judgments in manner as they are 

reported in official law report ‘Supreme Court Reports’. 

 MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE RELEASED DRAFT 

NATIONAL MEDICAL COMMISSION (AMENDMENT) BILL 2022: Draft bill 

seeks to amend the existing National Medical Commission (NMC) Act, 2019. Key 

highlights of draft bill- 

 Introducing a fifth autonomous body, namely Board of Examinations in Medical 

Science (BEMS), under NMC. 

 BEMS will take over the functions of National Board of Examinations. 

 It will conduct National EXIT Test or NexT, a common exam for Postgraduate 

Medical Education admission and a licentiate exam for medical Graduates (both 

who have foreign as well Indian degree). 

 It will accredit medical institutions for diploma, diplomate and postgraduate 

fellowship, and super-speciality fellowships etc. 

 DRAFT UGC (SETTING UP AND OPERATION OF CAMPUSES OF FOREIGN 

HIGHER EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS (FHEIS) IN INDIA) 

REGULATIONS, 2023 RELEASED: University Grants Commission (UGC) has 

unveiled draft norms to allow FHEIs to set up campuses in India for internationalising 

India’s higher education as envisaged in National Education Policy (NEP), 2020. 

 Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967: The Ministry of Home Affairs has banned 

the group named People's Anti-Fascist-Front (PAFF) under the UAPA Act. It is 

considered as a proxy outfit of the banned terror group Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) of 

Pakistan. UAPA Act The act gives power to the government to declare any organisation 
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as an “unlawful association” or a “terrorist organisation”. Both Indian and foreign 

nationals can be charged under the act. 

 NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS (NCPCR) 

FRAMES DRAFT GUIDELINES ON ASSESSING IF MINORS CAN BE TRIED 

AS ADULTS: In compliance with Supreme Court directive (Barun Chnadra Thakur vs 

Master Bholu), draft guidelines are for Conducting Preliminary Assessment under 

Section 15 of Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015. Earlier, all 

under the age of 18 were considered minors. It was amended in 2015 to add a provision 

wherein a child in age group of 16-18 years could be tried as an adult in case of heinous 

offences. Juvenile Justice Board (JJB) carries physical and mental assessment to 

determine whether to try such a child as an adult or a minor. Key highlights of Draft 

Guidelines-  

 General Principles: JJB and other experts should abide by fundamental 

principles of care and protection including Principle of presumption of innocence, 

best interest, safety, natural justice etc.  

 Preliminary Assessment Purpose: Determine age and four determinants, i.e. 

Physical capacity of the child, mental capacity, circumstances, and the ability to 

understand consequences of alleged offence.  

 Role of JJB: It is solely responsible for assessment. Also, it can take assistance 

from child psychologists or psycho-social workers.  

 Completion of Preliminary Assessment: Within a period of three months. 

 CABINET APPROVED THREE NATIONAL LEVEL MULTI-STATE 

COOPERATIVE SOCIETIES (MSCS) UNDER MSCS ACT, 2002: Setting up of 

three national level MSCS will help in achieving the goal of ‘Sahakar-se-Samriddhi’ 

(Prosperity through Cooperation) through inclusive growth model of cooperatives. 

Though ‘Cooperative Societies’ is a State Subject, MSCS is regulated by Centre 

under MSCS, Act 2002. MSCS are cooperative societies whose activities are not 

confined to one state and serve interests of individuals in more than one state. In related 

development, Ministry of cooperation is planning to set up world’s largest university for 

cooperative sector for promoting cooperative education, training, research and 

development. Cooperative University will award degrees for managerial positions, 

diplomas for supervisory jobs and certificates for operational-level positions annually by 

2026- 2027. 3 New Cooperative bodies are- 

1. National Multi- State Cooperative Export Society: It acts as umbrella organization 

for exports of surplus goods/service and primary to national level cooperatives 

societies including primary societies, district, state and national level federations and 

MSCS can become its member. 

2. National Multi- State Cooperative Organic Society: It unlocks demand and 

consumption of organic products in domestic and global markets. It will help farmers 

to get high price of organic product through aggregation, marketing and branding.  
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3. National Multi- State Cooperative Seed Society: It acts as an apex organization for 

production, procurement, processing, branding, labelling, packaging, storage, 

marketing and distribution of quality seeds. It develops a system for preservation and 

promotion of indigenous natural seeds and increases seed replacement rate, varietal 

replacement rate, ensuring role of farmers in quality seed cultivation.  

 Customs (Assistance in Value Declaration of Identified Imported Goods) Rules, 

2023: Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) has released these rules to 

check undervaluation of imported goods. Earlier, CBIC observed a rising trend of 

consignments misusing rules or origin and free trade agreement route to evade duties by 

undervaluing them. Features of Rules CBIC will release a list of ‘identified goods’, 

which will be subject to stricter scrutiny for their true value. Two committees will be 

constituted- Screening Committee for preliminary examination, and Evaluation 

Committee for detailed examination. Importer of identified goods will be required to 

declare value of goods using Unique Quantity Code (used to measure quantity under GST 

regimes). 

 CENTRE SEEKS SEARCH PANEL FOR POSTINGS IN JUDICIARY: Ministry 

Law and Justice has written to Chief Justice of India (CJI) expressing the need for 

Search-cum-Evaluation Committee (SEC) to bring transparency in judicial appointments 

through collegium system. SECs will be entrusted to prepare a panel of eligible 

candidates from which respective collegiums will make recommendations. A 

representative of Union government should be a member of SEC for appointment of 

judges in Supreme Court and chief justices of high courts. COLLEGIUM SYSTEM HAS 

EVOLVED WITH THREE JUDGES CASE-  

 First Judges Case, 1981 or S P Gupta Case: SC ruled that recommendation 

made by CJI to President can be refused for “cogent reasons”, thereby giving 

greater say to executive.  

 Second Judges Case, 1993 (Supreme Court Advocates on Record Association 

(SCARA) vs Union of India): CJI only need to consult two senior-most judges 

over judicial appointments and transfers.  

 Third Judges Case, 1998: CJIs should consult with four senior-most SC judges 

to form his opinion on judicial appointments and transfers. 

 UPDATED DRAFT AMENDMENTS TO IT (INTERMEDIARY GUIDELINES 

AND DIGITAL MEDIA ETHICS CODE) RULES (IT RULES), 2021: IT Rules, 

2021 were framed by Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY), 

exercising power under Information Technology Act, 2000, to: Protect constitutional 

rights of citizens under Article 14, 19 and 21 by pushing for open, safe and trusted, and 

accountable internet. Regulate online intermediaries (e.g. social media) who facilitate 

flow of data on internet. Updated Draft amendments have provision for content 

takedowns by empowering state agencies to instruct intermediaries to take down content 
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deemed inaccurate or unfit. E.g. online platforms will remove fake content flagged by 

fact-checking unit at Press Information Bureau (PIB). 

 CENTRE PROPOSES CHANGES TO INSOLVENCY AND BANKRUPTCY 

CODE (IBC), 2016: IBC is a time-bound, market mechanism for reorganization and 

insolvency resolution of corporate loans in financial stress. It is implemented by 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI). To strengthen its functioning, 

Ministry of Corporate Affairs has proposed below changes in IBC, 2016. in following 

areas changes are proposed which are- Technology, Corporate Insolvency Resolution 

Process (CIRP) applications admission, Insolvency Resolution Process, Liquidation 

Process etc. 

 Charge sheets: Supreme Court (SC) held that charge sheet by probing agency is not a 

“public document”. It stated that putting it in public domain will violate the rights of 

victim, accused and investigating agencies Charge sheet refers to a formal police record 

showing the names of each person brought into custody, the nature of the accusations, 

and the identity of the accusers. First Information Report (FIR) is a written document 

prepared by the police when they receive information about the commission of a 

cognizable offence. Under Youth Bar Association Case (2016) the SC issued directions 

to the police to upload the FIRs in website within 24 hours except in sensitive cases like 

rape. 

 SC judgements to be available in 4 languages: Chief Justice of India (CJI) stated that 

judgments delivered by Supreme Court (SC) will now be translated into four languages- 

Hindi, Tamil, Gujarati and Odia. CJI said that move will help in the access to justice 

for the citizens as English is not a comprehensible language to majority of the citizens in 

the country. CJI also launched an Online e-Inspection Software at Delhi High Court that 

will facilitate online e-inspection of digitised judicial files through the internet. 

 SUPREME COURT EASES NORMS FOR PASSIVE EUTHANASIA: SC altered 

the existing guidelines for ‘living wills’, as laid down in Common Cause vs. Union of 

India & Anr (2018), which allowed passive euthanasia. Living will is a written 

document that specifies what actions should be taken if person is unable to make their 

own medical decisions in future. Euthanasia is practice of ending life of a patient to limit 

the patient’s suffering. Euthanasia can be either ‘active’ or ‘passive’. Active euthanasia 

involves an active intervention to end a person’s life with substances or external force, 

such as administering lethal injection. Passive euthanasia refers to withdrawing life 

support or treatment that is essential to keep a terminally ill person alive. In Aruna 

Shanbaug Case (2011) SC allowed passive euthanasia for first time. 

 OBC (OTHER BACKWARD CLASSES) SUB-CATEGORISATION PANEL 

GETS 14TH EXTENSION: Government had constituted the Rohini commission in 

2017 under Article 340 to examine issues related to sub-categorisation of OBCs. Article 

340 states that President appoints the Commission to investigate conditions of socially 

and educationally backward classes. Objective of Rohini Commission is to examine the 
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extent of inequitable distribution of benefits of reservation (i.e. 27% reservation in jobs 

and education) among castes or communities with reference to central OBC list. Need for 

sub-categorisation OBCs are currently granted 27% reservation in jobs and education 

under central government. However, it is perceived that only a few affluent communities 

in Central List of OBCs have secured a major part of this reservation. In 2015, National 

Commission for Backward Classes proposed that OBCs division into; Extremely 

Backward Classes (EBC-Group A), More Backward Classes (MBC-Group B), and 

Backward Classes (BC-Group C). 
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SCIENCE & TECH 

 Lumpi-ProVacInd: Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has developed 

Lumpi-ProVacInd vaccine for Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD). Vaccine has been jointly 

developed by ICAR’s National Research Centre on Equines (NRCE) at Hisar, Haryana 

and Indian Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI) at Izatnagar, UP. It is a homologous, live 

attenuated vaccine to protect cattle against LSD virus. 

 Spear Phishing: Ministry of Home Affairs issued a cyber alert for the G20 summit 

against targeted spear phishing. Spear phishing is an email or electronic communications 

scam targeted towards a specific individual, organization or business. It attempts to trick 

a person or group into giving private information over the internet or by email, especially 

by sending emails that seem to be from someone they know. It may also intend to install 

malware on a targeted user’s computer. 

 Deep Tech Startups: Government will launch the Digital India Innovation Fund to 

support deep tech startups. Deep tech or deep technology refers to a class of startup 

businesses that develop new offerings based on tangible engineering innovation or 

scientific discoveries and advances. Usually, such startups operate on, but are not limited 

to, agriculture, life sciences, chemistry, aerospace and green energy. Deep tech fields like 

Artificial Intelligence, advanced materials, blockchain, biotechnology, robotics, drones, 

photonics, and quantum computing are moving more and more quickly from early 

research to market applications. 

 K9-Vajra: The Defence Ministry has started the process for the procurement of 100 

more K9-Vajra tracked self-propelled howitzers. The K9 Vajra is a 155 mm, 52-calibre 

tracked self-propelled howitzer (a short gun for firing shells on high trajectories at low 

velocities) built in India by Larsen & Toubro (L&T) with technology transferred from 

South Korean defence major Hanwha Defense based on its K9 Thunder. The K9 Vajra 

was mainly bought for use in deserts, but the India-China standoff prompted them to be 

deployed in the mountains as well. 

 XBB.1.5 Omicron variant: First case of XBB.I .5 variant is detected in Gujrat. It is a new 

recombinant strain—is highly immune evasive and appears more effective at binding to 

cells than related subvariants. 

 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) Headquarters in New Delhi 

has marked the 65th Foundation Day of the Organisation, which is celebrated on 1st 

January every year.  

 DRDO Date founded: 1958; 

 DRDO Agency executive: Dr Sameer V Kamath, Chairman, DRDO; 

 DRDO Parent agency: Ministry of Defence. 

 Snapdragon satellite: it is world’s first ‘satellite-based two-way capable messaging 

solution’ for premium smartphones recently announced by the Qualcomm and Iridium. It 

offers truly global coverage from pole to pole and can support two-way messaging– for a 

variety of purposes such as emergencies or recreation in remote, rural and offshore 
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locations or no internet connectivity areas. Beyond smartphones, Snapdragon Satellite 

can expand to other devices, including laptops, tablets, vehicles and IoT. 

 Virovore: “Virovore” refers to organisms that eats viruses (virus-only diet is termed as 

‘virovory’) Viruses, often thought to be predators that feed and kill their hosts, are 

nutrition for another group of microscopic, often unicellular organisms, called protists. 

According to researchers in the US, Halteria (microscopic ciliates or protisits that 

populate freshwater throughout the world) - can eat huge numbers of infectious 

chloroviruses. 

 Earth Radiation Budget Satellite (ERBS): NASA’s retired ERBS is expected to re-

enter Earth’s atmosphere. Launched in 1984 (intended for two years), ERBS was part of 

NASA’s three-satellite Earth Radiation Budget Experiment (ERBE) mission. 

Stratospheric Aerosol and Gas Experiment II (SAGE II) on ERBS collected important 

data that confirmed ozone layer was declining on a global scale. 

 Generative Artificial Intelligence (GAI): It is a cutting- edge technological 

advancement that utilises machine learning and artificial intelligence to create new forms 

of media, such as text, audio, video, and animation. Uses of GAI: Can craft sales, 

marketing, and brand messaging. GitHub, Copilot6 and ChatGPT1 can generate code and 

help with developer productivity. It can sift through numerous legal research materials 

and produce a pertinent, specific, and actionable summary. Help health professionals with 

their medical diagnosis. Help to create and simulate complex engineering, design, and 

architecture. 

 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) carried out a successful 

test launch of tactical ballistic missile Prithvi-II. Prithvi-II missile, which is powered 

by light propulsion twin engines, has a range of around 350 km and can carry 500-1,000 

kg of warheads. It uses an advanced inertial navigation system to strike the set target. 

Prithvi was developed by DRDO under Integrated Guided Missile Development 

Programme (conceived by Dr A P J Abdul Kalam).  

 C/2022 E3 (ZTF) Comet: Recently discovered (by Palomar Observatory, USA) Comet 

will appear for the first time in 50,000 years. Comets are frozen leftovers from formation 

of solar system (4.6 billion years ago) composed of dust, rock, and ices. When a comet's 

orbit brings it close to Sun, it heats up and spews dust and gases (forming a tail) into a 

giant glowing head larger than most planets. 

 The fifth and last vessel of the series of Fast Patrol Vessels (FPV), the Indian Coast 

Guard (ICG) ship ‘Kamla Devi’ was commissioned at Kolkata, West Bengal. It was 

designed, built, and delivered by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) Ltd. 

 Adani Enterprises, Ashok Leyland, and Ballard Power have signed a deal to develop 

Asia’s first hydrogen Fuel Cell Electric Truck (FCET) for mining logistics and 

transportation. The FCET is scheduled to be launched in India in 2023. 

 IIT Madras incubated firm has developed an Indigenous Mobile Operating System 

named ‘BharOS’.  
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 It can be installed on commercial off-the-shelf handsets. 

 It provides access to trusted apps from organization-specific Private App Store 

Services (PASS). 

 It comes with No Default Apps (NDA), which means that users are not forced to 

use apps that they may not be familiar with or that they may not trust. 

 Developed by: JandK Operations Private Limited. 

 The European Space Agency’s Jupiter Icy Moons Explorer (JUICE) will be launched 

[Ariane 5 will carry the satellite] from the agency’s spaceport in French Guiana in April 

2023 to explore the large, frigid worlds that orbit Jupiter, Ganymede, Callisto, and 

Europa. JUICE will be the first satellite from the earth to enter the orbit of Ganymede. 

 NASA and DARPA (US military’s research and development agency) will join hands to 

develop nuclear-powered rockets that could fly astronauts to Mars. DARPA stands for 

Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency. 

 INDIA’S FIRST SOLAR MISSION LIKELY TO BE LAUNCHED BY MID- 2023: 

ISRO CHAIRMAN: Indian Institute of Astrophysics, Bengaluru handed over the 

primary payload i.e., Visible Emission Line Coronograph (VELC) of Aditya L1 to ISRO 

for integration with other payloads. (refer image) Aditya-L1 is first Indian space mission 

to observe Sun and solar corona. It’ll be inserted in a halo orbit around Lagrangian point 

1 (L1) of Sun-Earth system, which is about 1.5 million km from Earth. It’ll be propelled 

by Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) XL. 
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SPORTS 

 Nineteen-year-old Kolkata-based chess player, Koustav Chatterjee became India’s 78th 

Grandmaster. He is also the tenth GM from West Bengal. Koustav earned his first GM 

norm in October 2021 at a Grandmasters’ chess tournament in Bangladesh. 

 Hockey Haryana’s women’s team won the Khelo India Youth Games 2022 Women’s 

Under 18 Qualifiers after defeating Madhya Pradesh (2-0) in the final at Bhubaneswar.  

 Former World rapid champion K. Humpy produced a superlative performance to claim 

India’s first-ever silver medal from the World blitz chess championship that concluded in 

Almaty, Kazakhstan. Humpy defeated China’s Zhongyi Tan to win. 

 The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) announced that Yo-Yo Test and Dexa 

will be a part of the selection criteria. 

 Pranesh M became India’s 79th Grandmaster, having completed his three norms prior to 

this event. IM Pranesh M emerged as the winner of the Rilton Cup, the first tournament 

of the FIDE Circuit. 

 Indian Tennis Player Sania Mirza (36-year-old), the former doubles World No. 1, has 

confirmed her retirement from professional Tennis. She announced that the Dubai Tennis 

Championships, a Women’s Tennis Association (WTA) 1000 event in Dubai in February 

2023 will be her last match. 

 Khelo India National Women Kho Kho Leagues to Take Place in Three Phases: The 

Khelo India Senior Women National Kho Kho league is to take place at Chandigarh 

University, Punjab. Khelo India Senior Women National Kho Kho league will be held 

from 10th to 13th January 2023 and it will be held over three phases. The Khelo India 

Senior Women National Kho Kho league is being organized by the Kho-Kho Federation 

of India, with complete full financial support from the Department of Sports, Ministry of 

Youth Affairs, and Sports. The Kho-Kho women’s league for junior and sub-junior age 

groups is scheduled from 16th January to 19th January 2023 at the Alberta Ekka Kho 

Kho Stadium, Hotwar, Ranchi. 

 Suryakumar Yadav has become the fastest player to reach 1,500 runs in T20 International 

cricket in terms of balls faced. The took only 843 balls to reach this landmark. 

 Falak Mumtaz an eleven-year-old Kashmiri girl from a far-flung area won a gold medal 

at the national level in the Sqay championship. Sqay is a South Asian martial art created 

by the Kashmiris from the former state of Kashmir. The early history of sqay is limited to 

mythology. Folklore traces it to remote antiquity several thousand years ago, as far back 

as the ancient Kashmiri flood myth. 

 Shubman Gill has become the fifth Indian player to score a double-hundred in the One 

Day International match against New Zealand. 

 Thailand badminton player, Kunlavut Vitidsarn won the India Open title 2023 after 

defeating Viktor Axelsen (Denmark) in the men's singles of the India Open Badminton 

Championship, held at K. D. Jadhav Indoor Stadium in New Delhi. 
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 Indian men’s cricket team has become the No. 1 team in the ICC ODI rankings after 

defeating New Zealand by 90 runs in Indore, Madhya Pradesh. 

 India women’s cricket team defeated England by 7 wickets in the final to win the 

first-ever ICC Under-19 Women’s T20 World Cup 2023, held in Potchefstroom, 

South Africa. BCCI secretary, Jay Shah announced a whopping cash reward of ₹ 5 crores 

for the entire India squad. England captain and stellar all-rounder, Grace Scrivens has 

been named Player of the Tournament. Player of the Match: Titas Sadhu (India). India’s 

Captain for U-19 Women’s T20: Shafali Verma. 

 National Mineral Development Corporation (NMDC) signed a memorandum of 

agreement (MoA) with World Boxing Champion, Nikhat Zareen to represent NMDC as 

its brand ambassador. 

 Veteran India opener, Murali Vijay (38) announced his retirement from international 

cricket. He last represented India in 2018 against Australia in the Perth Test. 

 Grand Slam: Djokovic wins Australian Open title to reach 22nd career Grand Slam. 

A Grand Slam in tennis refers to winning all four major tournaments (Australian Open, 

French Open, Wimbledon, and US Open) in the same calendar year. A Career Grand 

Slam refers to a professional tennis player winning all four Grand Slam tournaments in 

their career. 
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AWARDS 

 Odisha won the UN-Habitat’s World Habitat Awards 2023 for Jaga Mission, a 5T 

initiative of the state. The awards recognise and highlight innovative, outstanding and 

revolutionary housing ideas, projects and programmes from across the world. 

 17th Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award: 27 Indians living overseas have been chosen 

by the Indian government for the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Awards (PBSA), for 

outstanding achievements both in India and abroad. As per the Ministry of External 

Affairs, the theme for Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2023 will be “Diaspora: Reliable 

Partners for India’s Progress in Amrit Kaal”. This theme highlights the importance of 

the Indian diaspora in contributing to India’s progress.  

 Digital India Awards (DIA): President conferred the Digital India Awards, 2022. DIA 

aims to encourage and honour innovative digital solutions/ exemplary initiatives by 

various government entities (startups also for 2022) at all levels. DIA has been instituted 

by Minister for Electronics & Information Technology. Winners for 2022 includes:  

 e-NAM: Pan-India electronic trading portal to create a unified national market for 

agricultural commodities.  

 e-Vivechna App (MP): To help in crime investigation. Mine Mitra (UP): For 

online approval of Mining plan.  

 DUARE SARKAR (WB): For service delivery and welfare schemes at peoples’ 

doorsteps. 

 Golden Globes Winners 2023 announced: Best Director, Motion Picture Steven 

Spielberg, “The Fabelmans” 

Best Screenplay, Motion Picture Martin McDonagh for “The Banshees of Inisherin" 

Best Motion Picture, Non-English Language  “Argentina, 1985”. 

Best Original Song, Motion Picture “Naatu Naatu” for “RRR” 

Best Original Score, Motion Picture  Justin Hurwitz for “Babylon”. 

 India’s “RRR” directed by SS Rajamouli has won the Critics Choice Awards 2023 in the 

Best Foreign Language Film category and Best Song category for ‘Naatu Naatu’. 

 Vivek Agnihotri’s film ‘The Kashmir Files’ has been shortlisted for Oscars 2023. 

 Miss USA, R’Bonney Gabriel (28) has been crowned the Miss Universe 2022 at the 71st 

Miss Universe pageant organized in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

 Indian Express journalist, Harish Damodaran was awarded the Gaja Capital Business 

Book Prize 2022 for his book ‘Broke to Breakthrough’. 

 Padma Vibhushan awardee, Dr. Prabha Atre was awarded the Pandit Hariprasad 

Chaurasia Lifetime Achievement Award. 

 Renowned scientist, R Vishnu Prassad was honoured with the most distinguished 

“Scientist of the year 2022” award at Indian Achievers Award ceremony held in Vigyan 

Bhawan, Delhi. The award recognized individuals for their outstanding contributions in 

various fields, including culture, science, sports, and innovation. He contributed to smart 

cities, solid waste management, large-scale water treatment and Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. 
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APPOINTMENTS 

 Folk singer Maithili Thakur was appointed the state icon for Bihar by the Election 

Commission. The singer will create awareness among the voters for their participation in 

the electoral process. 

 Chetan Sharma was reappointed as the chairman of the senior selection committee, 

exactly two months after his entire panel was disbanded by the BCCI for the Indian 

team’s semifinal exit in the T20 World Cup.  

 Vikas Purohit the new global business head of Meta in India. 

 The president of the UAE’s national oil company Sultan al-Jaber was named as president 

of this year’s COP28 climate talks. 

 Former Director General of the Border Security Force (BSF), Pankaj Kumar Singh was 

appointed as the Deputy National Security Adviser (NSA) in National Security Council 

Secretariat for two years. 

 Former Supreme Court judge Justice Arjan Kumar Sikri has been appointed as the 

administrator of Shooting World Cup 2023 by Delhi High Court. He has been 

appointed to oversee the utilization of funds for the upcoming International Shooting 

Sport Federation (ISSF) World Cup, which is scheduled to be held in India in March. 

ISSF is the governing body of Olympic shooting events in rifle, pistol, and shotgun 

disciplines, and of several non-Olympic shooting sport events.  

 Vikram Dev Dutt as the next director general in the Directorate of General of Civil 

Aviation (DGCA) with effect from February 28, 2023. 

  Professor Bharat Bhasker has been appointed as the new director of the Indian Institute 

of Management Ahmedabad (IIMA) for five years. 

  Tata Trusts (Charitable Foundation) confirmed the appointment of Siddharth Sharma as 

the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and Aparna Uppaluri as the Trust's Chief Operating 

Officer (COO). 

 Arun Kohli has been appointed as the new head of Morgan Stanley (India). He has 

replaced Sanjay Shah. 

 Puma India (Sports brand) has appointed women’s cricket team captain, Harmanpreet 

Kaur as a brand ambassador. 
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PERSONALITIES 

 Former Pope Benedict XVI passes away at the age of 95. 

 Satyendra Nath Bose (1894- 1974): His 129th birth anniversary was celebrated on 1st 

January. Key achievements- 

 His work involves theoretical physics and he has made some fundamental 

conceptual contributions in development of Quantum Mechanics and Quantum 

Statistics. 

 He went on to work with Einstein and together they developed Bose-Einstein 

statistics. 

 Derived Planck’s law for black body radiation .  Was awarded Padma Vibhushan 

in 1954 

 Senior leader of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and former West Bengal governor, 

Keshari Nath Tripathi passed away at 88. 

 Former Union Minister Sharad Yadav has passed away at the age of 75 in Gurugram, 

Haryana. He had started his political career during the anti-emergency movement of the 

mid-1970s. He was first elected to the Lok Sabha at the age of 27 in 1974. He had 

launched his own party Loktantrik Janata Dal. 

 Mukarram Jah Bahadur, the titular eighth Nizam of Hyderabad passed away at the 

age of 89 in Istanbul, Turkey. He was the successor and grandson of the last Nizam of 

Hyderabad Mir Osman Ali Khan Bahadur. He was born to Prince Azam Jah and Princess 

Durru Shehvar, the imperial princess of the Ottoman Empire, on October 6, 1933, in 

France. 

 Renowned Bharatanatyam dancer and guru, Lakshmi Vishwanathan passed away at the 

age of 78. 

 Renowned Indian architect Balkrishna Vithaldas Doshi passed away at the age of 95 in 

Gujarat. He was honoured with the Padma Bhushan (2020), Pritzker Architecture Prize 

(2018), Padma Shri (1976), and many more awards. 

 Well-known poet and writer, KV Tirumalesh passed away at the age of 82 in Hyderabad 

(Telangana) due to an age-related illness. In the year 2016, he was honoured with the 

Sahitya Akademi award for his collection of poems - Akshaya Kavya - along with several 

other literary awards. 
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BOOKS & AUTHORS 

 Simon Sebag Montefiore, a British historian, discussed his recent book “The World: A 

Family History of Humanity” in an interview with an Indian historian Manu S. Pillai. In 

the book, Simon Sebag Montefiore explores how people and families have played a role 

in the convergences and divergences in world history. 

 Former IAS officer Kaki Madhava Rao has authored a new book titled “Breaking 

Barriers: the Story of a Dalit Chief Secretary” which addresses the details about the 

dynamics of civil services at the ground level and also fills the gap in the knowledge 

about micro policies and governance. 

 Parliamentarian and author, Shashi Tharoor’s latest book ‘Ambedkar: A Life’ was 

recently launched at the Kitaab Kolkata event. In this new biography, Tharoor tells 

Ambedkar’s story with great lucidity, insight, and admiration.  

 A Book by Sanjeev Sanyal ‘Revolutionaries’ on role in India’s Freedom Struggle. 

 “Roller Coaster: An Affair with Banking” by Tamal Bandyopadhyay. 

 Techno-educationalist, Professor K.K. Abdul Gaffar’s autobiography, ‘Njaan Sakshi’ (me 

as the witness), was released by cricket legend Mahendra Singh Dhoni.  

 Health and Family Welfare Minister, Mansukh Mandaviya has officially launched the 

book titled ‘Braving A Viral Storm: India’s Covid-19 Vaccine Story’. It was co-

authored by Aashish Chandorkar and Suraj Sudhir. 
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IMPORTANT DAYS 

 World Braille Day, marked on January 4, emphasises the significance of Braille as a form 

of communication for the partially sighted and blind. The United Nations has been 

commemorating the day since 2019. World Braille Day also commemorates the birth 

anniversary of Louis Braille, who was born on January 4, 1809. After losing his sight 

during childhood, the French educator devised the Braille technique. 

 Pravasi Bharatiya Divas or NRI Day is formally observed on 9 January to celebrate 

the day when Mahatma Gandhi returned from South Africa to Mumbai, India. The day is 

celebrated to acknowledge the contribution of the non-resident Indian community in 

helping in the development of the country. Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2023 has conducted 

in Indore, Madhya Pradesh, from 8–10 January, 2023. It is important to note that this is 

the 17th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas, or NRI Day. 

 World Hindi Day or Vishwa Hindi Diwas is celebrated on 10th January every year to 

promote awareness about the language across the world.  It is also the day when Hindi, 

India’s national language, was spoken for the first time in the United Nations General 

Assembly. It was on this day in 1975 that the first World Hindi Conference was held in 

Nagpur. Since then, such conferences are organised in different parts of the world every 

year. The theme this year is “Hindi- Traditional Knowledge to Artificial Intelligence”. 

 India has observed the 75th India Army Day on January 15. This day was observed to 

mark Field Marshall, K M Cariappa, who took over as the first Indian Commander-in-

Chief of the Indian Army, replacing his British predecessor in 1949. The 75th Army Day 

Parade was held at the MEG and Centre in Bengaluru. 

 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has 

decided to dedicate the International Day of Education, which is to be held on 24th 

January, 2023 to Afghan girls and women. According to UNESCO, currently, around 

80% of school-aged Afghan girls and young women are out of school under the Taliban 

rule, as they denied them access to secondary schools and universities. 

 India observed Parakram Diwas on January 23 to mark the birth of Indian freedom 

fighter, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. In 2022, the nation celebrates the 126th birth 

anniversary of Netaji SC Bose. He was born on January 23, 1897, in Cuttack, Odisha. 

 National Girl Child Day: On 24 January every year India celebrates to highlight the 

prejudice and injustice that girl children face. This day was established in 2008 by the 

Ministry of Women and Child Development and it aims to encourage awareness about 

women's rights in our country. 

 The Election Commission of India (ECI) celebrated the 13th National Voters’ Day on 

25th January 2023 and the theme was ‘Nothing Like Voting, I Vote for Sure’. It was 

first observed in 2011 to mark the foundation day of the Election Commission of India 

(25th January 1950). It aims to create electoral awareness amongst citizens and 

encourage them to participate in the electoral process. On this occasion ECI song “Main 

Bharat Hoon- Hum Bharat Ke Matdata Hain” was screened. 
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 International Customs Day (ICD) is observed every year on January 26 globally to 

commemorate the maiden session of the World Customs Organization (WCO) held in 

1953. 

 Data Privacy Day (DPD) is observed across the world on January 28 annually to 

sensitize individuals and disseminate privacy practices and principles. It encourages 

everyone to own their privacy responsibilities to create a culture of privacy. The theme 

for year (2023) is ‘Think Privacy First’. 

 In India, World Leprosy Day is observed on January 30, on Mahatma Gandhi's death 

anniversary. However, Globally, the last Sunday of January is observed as World 

Leprosy Day (WLD). Leprosy is a chronic infectious disease that may lead to severe 

disfiguring skin sores and nerve damage in the arms, legs, and skin areas around your 

body. Also known as Hansen’s disease. 
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RECENT JUDGMENTS 

1. Naim Ahamed vs State (NCT of Delhi) [2023 (SC) 66 CrA 257 OF 2023] [30 Jan 

2023] Justices Ajay Rastogi and Bela M. Trivedi: The Supreme Court observed that it 

would be a folly to treat every breach of promise to marry as a false promise and to 

prosecute a person for the offence of Rape under section 376 IPC. One cannot deny a 

possibility that the accused might have given a promise with all seriousness to marry her, 

and subsequently might have encountered certain circumstances unforeseen by him or the 

circumstances beyond his control, which prevented him to fulfill his promise, the bench 

observed while acquitting a man who was concurrently convicted in a rape case. He was 

sentenced to ten years imprisonment by the trial court. Further, the Supreme Court has 

disapproved of the practice of trial judges recording the deposition of a witness only in 

the English language form as translated by the judge, when the witness testifies in a 

different language. The evidence of the witness has to be recorded in the language of the 

court or in the language of the witness as may be practicable and then get it translated in 

the language of the court for forming part of the record. The bench directed that all 

courts, while recording the evidence of the witnesses, shall duly comply with the 

provisions of Section 277 of Code of Criminal Procedure. 

2. Sanjiv Kumar Singh vs State Of Bihar [2023 (SC) 63] [Special Leave to Appeal (C) 

No(s). 19038/2022] [24 January 2023 ] Justices A S Bopanna and  Hima Kolhi: The 

Supreme Court observed that mere filing of the appeal would not operate as a stay under 

Order XLI Rule 5 of Code of Civil Procedure. In this case, the petitioner had 

approached the Patna High Court seeking a direction to the District Magistrate to grant 

‘No Objection Certificate’ (NOC) for starting MS/HSD retail outlet dealership over land. 

The High Court dismissed the petition on the ground that as against the decree passed in 

favour of the petitioner, an appeal has been filed before the High Court and the same is 

yet to come up for hearing.  Against this judgment, the petitioner approached the Apex 

Court. SC held, “Keeping in view the provisions as contained in Order 41 Rule 5 of CPC, 

unless the appeal is listed and there is an interim order, the mere filing of the appeal 

would not operate as a stay. If that be so, the judgment and decree dated 25.08.2021 

would enure to the benefit of the petitioner as on today and the rejection of the NOC only 

on the ground that the appeal has been filed, would not be justified.” 

3. Sudesh Chhikara v. Ramti Devi & Anr [December 6; Justice SK Kaul & Justice 

Abhay S. Oka]: Transfer of property to children can be cancelled only if established 

that it was subject to condition of maintaining parents: The Court observed that 

effectuating the transfer of property to children subject to a condition of maintaining 

senior citizen/parent is not necessary under Section 23 (1) of the Maintenance and 

Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007 and that existence of such conditions 

must be established before the Tribunal. The Bench observed, “Effecting transfer subject 

to a condition of providing the basic amenities and basic physical needs to the transferor 

– senior citizen is sine qua non for applicability of sub-section (1) of Section 23.”  

http://www.ziajudicials.com/


ZIA JUDICIALS       MONTHLY MANTRA JANUARY 2023 

WWW.ZIAJUDICIALS.COM 011-42148003, 8929194873 Page 55 

 

4. Sukhpal Singh Khaira v. The State of Punjab [December 5, 2022; Justice S. Abdul 

Nazeer, Justice BR Gavai, Justice AS Bopanna, Justice V Ramasubramanian, & 

Justice BV Nagarathna]- Power U/s. 319 CrPC must be exercised before 

pronouncing sentence in case of conviction- The Court’s Constitution Bench 

pronounced the judgment answering the reference regarding the ambit of powers under 

Section 319 of the CrPC. The Bench held that the power under Section 319 CrPC must be 

exercised before pronouncing sentence in case of conviction. In this case, the substantial 

questions of law were placed before the Constitution Bench for consideration and were 

answered by the Court in the following manner: 

A. Whether the trial court has the power under Section 319 of CrPC for 

summoning additional accused when the trial with respect to other co-

accused has ended and the judgment of conviction rendered on the same date 

before pronouncing the summoning order?  

“The power under Section 319 of CrPC is to be invoked and exercised before the 

pronouncement of the order of sentence where there is a judgment of conviction 

of the accused. In the case of acquittal, the power should be exercised before the 

order of acquittal is pronounced. Hence, the summoning order has to precede the 

conclusion of trial by imposition of sentence in the case of conviction. If the order 

is passed on the same day, it will have to be examined on the facts and 

circumstances of each case and if such summoning order is passed either after the 

order of acquittal or imposing sentence in the case of conviction, the same will 

not be sustainable.” 

B. Whether the trial court has the power under Section 319 of the CrPC for 

summoning additional accused when the trial in respect of certain other 

absconding accused (whose presence is subsequently secured) is 

ongoing/pending, having been bifurcated from the main trial?  

“The trial court has the power to summon additional accused when the trial is 

proceeded in respect of the absconding accused after securing his presence, 

subject to the evidence recorded in the split up (bifurcated) trial pointing to the 

involvement of the accused sought to be summoned. But the evidence recorded in 

the main concluded trial cannot be the basis of the summoning order if such 

power has not been exercised in the main trial till its conclusion.” 

C. What are the guidelines that the competent court must follow while 

exercising power under Section 319 CrPC?  

i. If the competent court finds evidence or if application under Section 319 

of CrPC is filed regarding involvement of any other person in committing 

the offence based on evidence recorded at any stage in the trial before 

passing of the order on acquittal or sentence, it shall pause the trial at that 

stage. 
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ii. The Court shall thereupon first decide the need or otherwise to summon 

the additional accused and pass orders thereon.  

iii. If the decision of the court is to exercise the power under Section 319 of 

CrPC and summon the accused, such summoning order shall be passed 

before proceeding further with the trial in the main case. 

iv. If the summoning order of additional accused is passed, depending on the 

stage at which it is passed, the Court shall also apply its mind to the fact as 

to whether such summoned accused is to be tried along with the other 

accused or separately. If the decision is for joint trial, the fresh trial shall 

be commenced only after securing the presence of the summoned accused. 

v. If the decision is for joint trial, the fresh trial shall be commenced only 

after securing the presence of the summoned accused.  

vi. If the decision is that the summoned accused can be tried separately, on 

such order being made, there will be no impediment for the Court to 

continue and conclude the trial against the accused who were being 

proceeded with.  

vii. If the proceeding paused as in (i) above is in a case where the accused who 

were tried are to be acquitted and the decision is that the summoned 

accused can be tried afresh separately, there will be no impediment to pass 

the judgment of acquittal in the main case. 

viii. If the power is not invoked or exercised in the main trial till its conclusion 

and if there is a split-up (bifurcated) case, the power under Section 319 of 

CrPC can be invoked or exercised only if there is evidence to that effect, 

pointing to the involvement of the additional accused to be summoned in 

the split up (bifurcated) trial. 

ix. If, after arguments are heard and the case is reserved for judgment the 

occasion arises for the Court to invoke and exercise the power under 

Section 319 of CrPC, the appropriate course for the court is to set it down 

for re-hearing.  

x. On setting it down for re-hearing, the above laid down procedure to decide 

about summoning; holding of joint trial or otherwise shall be decided and 

proceeded with accordingly.  

xi. Even in such a case, at that stage, if the decision is to summon additional 

accused and hold a joint trial the trial shall be conducted afresh and de 

novo proceedings be held.  

xii. If, in that circumstance, the decision is to hold a separate trial in case of 

the summoned accused as indicated earlier; (a) The main case may be 

decided by pronouncing the conviction and sentence and then proceed 

afresh against summoned accused. (b) In the case of acquittal the order 
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shall be passed to that effect in the main case and then proceed afresh 

against summoned accused." 

5. Kamla Neti (Dead) through LRs v. The Special Land Acquisition Officer & Ors. [9 

Dec 2022]: The Supreme Court has urged the Central Government to consider 

amending the provisions of the Hindu Succession Act which excludes the members 

of the Scheduled Tribe from the purview of the Hindu Succession Act. The bench of 

Justice MR Shah and Justice Krishan Murari observed that “To deny the equal right to 

the daughter belonging to the tribal even after a period of 70 years of the Constitution 

of India under which right to equality is guaranteed, it is high time for the Central 

Government to look into the matter and if required, to amend the provisions of the 

Hindu Succession Act by which the Hindu Succession Act is not made applicable to the 

members of the Scheduled Tribe.” The Court was dealing with the question of whether 

the appellant in the instant case being the daughter is entitled to the share in the 

compensation with respect to the land acquired, on survivorship basis under the 

provisions of Hindu Succession Act? In this case, the appellant belonged to tribal 

community and is a member of Scheduled Tribe. The Court noted that as per Section 2(2) 

of the Hindu Succession Act, the Hindu Succession Act will not be applicable to the 

members of the Scheduled Tribe. Thus the Court observed that as long as Section 2(2) of 

the Hindu Succession Act stands and there is no amendment, the parties shall be 

governed by the provisions of Section 2(2) of the Hindu Succession Act. “If the claim of 

the appellant on the basis of the survivorship under the Hindu Succession Act is 

accepted in that case it would tantamount to amend the law. It is for the legislature to 

amend the law and not the Court.” the Court held. Thus the Court held that in view of 

Section 2(2) of the Hindu Succession Act and the appellant being the member of the 

Scheduled Tribe and as the female member of the Scheduled Tribe is specifically 

excluded, the appellant is not entitled to any right of survivorship under the provisions of 

Hindu Succession Act. However, before parting with the Judgment, the Court observed 

that when the daughter belonging to the nontribal is entitled to the equal share in the 

property of the father, there is no reason to deny such right to the daughter of the Tribal 

community. 

6.  Mohd. Sabeer @ Shabir Hussain v. Regional Manager, U.P. State Road Transport 

Corporation [ Civil Appeal No. 9070-9071 of 2022] [Justice Krishna Murari and 

Justice S. Ravindra Bhat- 9 Dec 2022] The Supreme Court has held that the Courts 

must consider the socio-economic background of the claimants while awarding 

compensation in cases of permanent disability. “We are of the opinion that while 

awarding compensation in cases of permanent disability caused to claimants, the 

courts must look at the case in totality, and must consider the socio-economic 

background of the claimants.” The bench also observed that persons from marginalized 

backgrounds often face an additional layer of discrimination due to bodily disabilities. 

Thus, the Court held that it becomes the duty of the Court to at the very least restore the 
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claimant as best as possible to the position he was in before the occurrence of the 

disability, and to do so must award compensation in a liberal manner. The Court made 

this observation while dealing with an appeal by a man who, as per the Disability 

Certificate, suffered permanent disability of 70% due to a motor vehicle accident. 

7. Vivek Narayan Sharma v. Union of India [January 2, 2023] [Justice S Abdul 

Nazeer, Justice BR Gavai, Justice AS Bopanna, Justice V Ramasubramanian and 

Justice BV Nagarathna]- Demonetization satisfies test of proportionality, is not 

flawed in law: SC upholds validity by 4:1 majority A Constitution Bench of the Court 

upheld the validity of demonetization. It was a 4:1 majority while Justice BV 

Nagarathna wrote a dissenting judgment. The Court held that power available to the 

Central Government under Section 26 of the RBI Act cannot be restricted to mean that it 

can be exercised only for ‘one’ or ‘some’ series of banknotes and not for ‘all’ series of 

bank notes. The Court also observed that the period provided for exchange of notes 

cannot be said to unreasonable. 

8. Kaushal Kishor v. State of Uttar Pradesh & Ors Date of Judgment [January 3, 

2023] [Justice S A Nazeer, Justice AS Bopanna, Justice BR Gavai, Justice V 

Ramasubramanian, and Justice BV Nagarathna]- PM or CM doesn’t have 

disciplinary control over members of council of ministers. The Constitution Bench 

noted that the Prime Minister or the Chief Minister does not have disciplinary control 

over the members of the Council of Ministers. It added that in a country like ours where 

there is a multiparty system, it is not possible at all times for a Prime Minister/Chief 

Minister to take the whip, whenever a statement is made by someone in the Council of 

Ministers. An alternative opinion, dissenting on a few points has been authored by Justice 

BV Nagarathna. 

9. Rohan Dhungat Etc. v. State of Goa & Ors Etc. Date of Judgment [January 5, 2023] 

[Justice MR Shah and Justice CT Ravikumar] Period of parole to be excluded from 

period of sentence while considering premature release: The Court upheld the 

decision of the Bombay High Court holding that the period of parole granted to a 

prisoner, had to be excluded from the period of sentence while considering the premature 

release of the prisoner. The Court held that if the period of parole was included in the 

sentence, then influential persons would get the parole number of times, defeating the 

object of imprisonment and therefore, the period should be excluded. In this case, the 

Special Leave Petition was preferred against the dismissal of writ petitions by the High 

Court wherein the writ petitions were filed challenging the State’s decision of not 

considering the case of petitioners for premature release.  

10.  State Through Central Bureau of Investigation v. T. Gangi Reddy @ Yerra Gangi 

Reddy [January 16, 2023] [Justice MR Shah and Justice CT Ravikumar] Default 

bail granted can be cancelled if chargesheet reveals special reasons, commission of 

non-bailable: crime The Court held that when special reasons were made out from the 

chargesheet and the chargesheet revealed the commission of a non-bailable crime, default 
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bail granted under proviso to Section 167(2) of the Criminal Procedure Code, 1973 could 

be cancelled. In this case the question before the Apex Court was- Whether after an 

accused was released on default bail under Section 167(2) Cr.P.C., under which 

circumstances, his bail can be cancelled and whether bail can be cancelled on merits 

having found committed non-bailable crime on conclusion of the investigation and filing 

the chargesheet? The Court expressed that if the argument that once an accused was 

released on default bail, it cannot be cancelled on merits is accepted, it would lead to 

travesty of justice as the investigating officer might choose not to file the chargesheet 

within stipulated time and the accused would be released on bail. 

11. Saurav Das v. Union of India & Ors. [January 20, 2023] [Justice M.R. Shah and 

Justice C.T. Ravikumar]: Chargesheets aren’t public documents: SC dismisses plea 

to put copies of chargesheets & challans on govt websites The Court dismissed a writ 

petition filed by the petitioner praying for directions to the respondents/States to enable 

free public access to chargesheets or challans by putting the same on the government 

websites. The Court held that the chargesheets cannot be said to be public documents 

under Section 74 of the Indian Evidence Act. The Supreme Court in the above regard 

noted that if the relief as prayed in the present petition is allowed and all the chargesheets 

and relevant documents produced along with the chargesheets are put on the public 

domain or on the websites of the State Governments it will be contrary to the Scheme of 

the Criminal Procedure Code and it may as such violate the rights of the accused as well 

as the victim and/or even the investigating agency.  

12. Jabir & Ors. v. State of Uttarakhand: [Cr. Appea; No. 972 0f 2013] [17 Jan 2023] 

[Justice S. Ravindra Bhat and Justice Pamidighantam Sri Narasimha] The Supreme 

Court while setting aside the conviction of the murder accused observed that the ‘last 

seen’ theory cannot be the sole basis for conviction as it had limited application, where 

the time lag between the time the deceased was last seen with the accused, and the time 

of the murder was narrow. The Bench of Justice S. Ravindra Bhat and Justice 

Pamidighantam Sri Narasimha observed that “A basic principle of criminal jurisprudence 

is that in circumstantial evidence cases, the prosecution is obliged to prove each 

circumstance, beyond reasonable doubt, as well the as the links between all 

circumstances; such circumstances, taken cumulatively, should form a chain so complete 

that there is no escape from the conclusion that within all human probability, the crime 

was committed by the accused and none else; further, the facts so proved should 

unerringly point towards the guilt of the accused.”  

In this case, on October 10, 1999, a dead body of a 7-year-old boy Haseen was found in 

the sugarcane field in Village Naryanpur. The appellants were accused of committing the 

murder of the boy and were convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment by the Trial 

Court. Their conviction and sentence were upheld by the High Court. Aggrieved by the 

judgment of the High Court, the appellants approached the Apex Court. 
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The Apex Court further said that “In the present case, save the “last seen” theory, there is 

no other circumstance or evidence. Importantly, the time gap between when the deceased 

was seen in the company of the accused on 09-10-1999 and the probable time of his 

death, based on the post mortem report, which was conducted two days later, but was 

silent about the probable time of death, though it stated that death occurred approximately 

two days before the post mortem, is not narrow. Given this fact, and the serious 

inconsistencies in the depositions of the witnesses, as well as the fact that the FIR was 

lodged almost 6 weeks after the incident, the sole reliance on the “last seen” circumstance 

(even if it were to be assumed to have been proved) to convict the accused-appellants is 

not justified.” Accordingly, the appeal was allowed and the conviction was set aside. 
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ESSAY 

ONLINE EDUCTION IN INDIA 

The COVID-19 pandemic and consecutive lockdowns have affected the education system of 

India. Since people were stuck inside their houses for months, there was no way for kids to 

continue their studies. What they assumed to be holidays and were happy about, turned to be a 

disastrous mess. They were deprived of their knowledge so the government needed to find an 

alternative, and that alternative was online education. 

The outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic resulted in tremendous change in the traditional 

educational system, wherein laptops and online classes replaced books and classrooms. It 

resulted in the digital revolution in the field of education. Digital education is the innovative use 

of technology and digital devices throughout the teaching and learning process and is also known 

as Technology Enhanced Learning (TEL) or e-learning. With the help of digital education, 

students can study from anywhere worldwide. Digital education is the innovative method of 

using modern digital applications to improve and enhance the process of teaching and learning. 

According to UNESCO [United Nations Scientific, Educational and Cultural Orgnisation], since 

the outbreak of COVID-19 began, 1.37 billion students in 138 countries all around the globe 

have been affected by the closure of schools and universities. Nearly 60.2 million school teachers 

and university lecturers are no longer held in the classroom. 

Since the whole country is under lockdown, e-education is the best and the only option left. 

University faculties are setting up accounts on online video conferencing platforms such as 

Zoom, Skype, Google Classroom, Meet, among others to engage with students. 

This new media holds out the possibility of on-demand access to the content at any given time or 

on any digital platform but this turns challenging for both administration and the students. 

Digital media today is the blend between the classical and conventional way of learning like 

books and notebooks and digital software like eBooks and pdfs. 

The traditional in-class learning experience shifted suddenly to a completely digital experience. 

However, it did involve face to face learning via audio and video tools. The internet had 

connected us once again and it did it well. 

What many scholars believe is that while this sudden change did come as a saviour, it also 

brought a lot of challenges along with it. And it is actually true, because online learning requires 

more effort to maintain its effectiveness than the traditional learning model. 

Online classes and learning platforms were not a very new idea at this point of time but its mass 

appeal and usage was definitely something new. International educational programs, vocational 

courses, computer courses were still going on in the pre-pandemic world. However, online 
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learning was now being used to safeguard the country’s scholastic growth. Thus, though not a 

new idea, this rare mass implementation became a saviour to this generation. 

Online learning provides students a greater control over their studies- 

 It requires minimal infrastructure on part of both the teacher and the student 

 It is easy to manage and understand 

 It reduces effort to teach and to learn 

 It can provide multiple learning tools very easily 

So, we can say that online learning is the best standby option for education in times of dire need. 

Government from time to time has taken Initiatives for Smooth Conduct of E-Learning which 

can be discussed as- 

1. E-PG Pathshala: An initiative of the Ministry of Human Resource Development to 

provide e-content for studies. 

2. SWAYAM: it provides for an integrated platform for online courses.  

3. NEAT: It aims to use Artificial Intelligence to make learning more personalized and 

customized as per the requirements of the learner. 

4. National Project on Technology Enhanced Learning (NPTEL): It is an Indian 

learning platform for university-level science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 

subjects. It is jointly developed by Indian Institutes of Technology and Indian Institute of 

Science, Bangalore. It was created in 2003 to provide online education. The aim was to 

have web and video courses in engineering, sciences, and management. 

5. National Knowledge Network, (NKN): It is a state-of-the-art Pan-India network and is 

a revolutionary step towards creating a knowledge society without boundaries. 

6. National Academic Depository (NAD): It is born out of an initiative by MHRD to 

provide a 24X7 online depository to Academic institutions to store and publish their 

academic awards. The digital depository not only ensures easy access to and retrieval of 

an academic award but also validates and guarantees its authenticity and safe storage. 

7. PRAGYATA: The Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) released 

guidelines on digital education titled PRAGYATA. Under these guidelines, only 30 

minutes of screen time per day for interacting with parents is recommended for 

kindergarten, nursery and pre-school. Schools can hold live online classes for a maximum 

of 1.5 hours per day for Classes 1-8, and 3 hours per day for Classes 9-12. 

Technology as a Saviour 

Flexibility: Online education enables both the teacher as well as the students to set their own 

learning pace plus provides the flexibility of setting a schedule that fits everyone’s agenda. 

Consequently, provides a better work-study balance. 
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A Wide Range of Courses: In a space as vast and wide as the internet, infinite skills and 

subjects are there to teach and learn. A growing number of universities and higher education 

schools are coming forward to offer online versions of their programs for various levels and 

disciplines. 

More Cost-Effective than Conventional Learning: Lesser monetary investment is there with 

better results. With the online mode of learning, the money spent on study materials along with 

commute charges is considerably less. 

A Comfortable Learning Environment: Online learning allows students to work in the 

environment that best suits them. 

Challenges of technology: 

Lack of a Healthy Learning Environment: Education is not just about classes but interactions, 

broadening of ideas, and free-flowing open discussions. Students learn more from each other 

while engaging in challenging collective tasks and thinking together. There is substantial 

learning that is lost when education goes online. Staring at a screen prevents them from using 

their mind and acting as remote receptors of what is beamed. 

Lack of Technology Access: Not everyone who can afford to go to school can afford to have 

phones, computers, or even a quality internet connection for attending classes online. Due to this, 

the mental stress that students have to undergo is very high. 

In Contradictory with Right to Education: Technology is not affordable to all, shifting 

towards online education completely is like taking away the Right to Education of those who 

cannot access the technology. Moreover, the National Education Policy that talks about the 

digitization of education is also in contradiction with the right to education. 

Health - Eye issues: Younger students, especially in classes 1 to 3 were most likely to suffer 

from eye-health issues due to staring at the computer or mobile screen for extended periods. 

Other health issues like neck and back pain etc. due to bad posture and lack of movement have 

been noticed in older students. 

To come out of these challenges there are some way forward which are discussed as such- 

A Multi-Pronged Approach: Flexible rescheduling the academic timetable and exploring 

options in collaboration with schools, teachers, and parents for providing access to education to a 

larger section of students. Staggering teacher-student interaction in physical mode with not more 

than 50% of the total strength attending schools on alternate days. Giving priority to the less 

advantaged students who have no access to e-learning.  

Making Online Education More Effective: Shorter but quality discussions rather than long 

hours of monotonous sitting and one-way communication should be preferred. The teacher’s role 
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has to go beyond just being in control of the class to being a facilitator for the transfer of 

knowledge. 

Focussing more on Knowledge Aspect: Education is not about competence but more about 

motivation. The students are meant to discover not just cover the syllabus. The system should not 

just heartlessly push the students and teachers in only finishing the course regardless of any gain 

of knowledge, stress should be upon quality learning and not quantity cramming. 

‘Equality of Opportunity’ is one of the basic principles of the Indian Constitution. Shifting to a 

system that benefits only a section of people and leaves behind the neediest ruins the very notion 

of this statement. 

Moreover, digital education is something where India is not successful yet. There is still a lot to 

do in terms of checking if students’ entitlements are not being compromised or in providing 

meaningful academic curriculum alternatives. 

  

http://www.ziajudicials.com/


ZIA JUDICIALS       MONTHLY MANTRA JANUARY 2023 

WWW.ZIAJUDICIALS.COM 011-42148003, 8929194873 Page 65 

 

भारत में ऑनलाइन शिक्षा 

COVID-19 महामारी और लगातार लॉकडाउन ने भारत की शिक्षा प्रणाली को प्रभाशित शकया है। च ूंशक 

लोग महीनोूं तक अपने घरोूं में बूंद थे, इसशलए बच्ोूं के पास अपनी पढाई जारी रखने का कोई रास्ता नही ूं 

था। शजस चीज को िे छुशियाूं समझ रहे थे और शजस चीज से खुि थे, िह शिनािकारी गड़बड़ी में बदल 

गई। िे अपने ज्ञान से िूंशचत थे इसशलए सरकार को एक शिकल्प खोजने की आिश्यकता थी, और िह 

शिकल्प था ऑनलाइन शिक्षा। 

COVID-19 महामारी के प्रकोप के पररणामस्वरूप पारूंपररक शिक्षा प्रणाली में जबरदस्त बदलाि आया, 

शजसमें शकताबोूं और कक्षाओूं की जगह लैपटॉप और ऑनलाइन कक्षाओूं ने ले ली। इसका पररणाम शिक्षा 

के के्षत्र में शडशजटल क्ाूंशत के रूप में सामने आया। शडशजटल शिक्षा शिक्षण और सीखने की प्रशक्या के 

दौरान प्रौद्योशगकी और शडशजटल उपकरणोूं का अशभनि उपयोग है और इसे प्रौद्योशगकी सूंिशधित शिक्षा 

(टीईएल) या ई-लशनिंग के रूप में भी जाना जाता है। शडशजटल शिक्षा की मदद से छात्र दुशनया भर में कही ूं से 

भी पढाई कर सकते हैं। शडशजटल शिक्षा शिक्षण और सीखने की प्रशक्या को बेहतर बनाने और बढाने के 

शलए आधुशनक शडशजटल अनुप्रयोगोूं का उपयोग करने की निीन पद्धशत है। 

य नेस्को [सूंयुक्त राष्ट्र  िैज्ञाशनक, िैशक्षक और साूंसृ्कशतक सूंगठन] के अनुसार, जब से कोशिड-19 का प्रकोप 

िुरू हुआ है, दुशनया भर के 138 देिोूं में 1.37 अरब छात्र स्क लोूं और शिश्वशिद्यालयोूं के बूंद होने से प्रभाशित 

हुए हैं। लगभग 60.2 शमशलयन स्क ल शिक्षक और शिश्वशिद्यालय व्याख्याता अब कक्षा में नही ूं हैं। 

च ूंशक प रे देि में लॉकडाउन है, इसशलए ई-शिक्षा ही सबसे अच्छा और एकमात्र शिकल्प बचा है। 

शिश्वशिद्यालय के फैकल्टी छात्रोूं के साथ जुड़ने के शलए ज म, स्काइप, ग गल क्लासरूम, मीट जैसे ऑनलाइन 

िीशडयो कॉन्फ्रें शसूंग पे्लटफॉमि पर खाते स्थाशपत कर रहे हैं। 

यह नया मीशडया शकसी भी समय या शकसी भी शडशजटल पे्लटफॉमि पर सामग्री की माूंग पर पहुूंच की 

सूंभािना रखता है लेशकन यह प्रिासन और छात्रोूं दोनोूं के शलए चुनौतीप णि हो जाता है। शडशजटल मीशडया 

आज शकताबोूं और नोटबुक्स जैसे सीखने के िास्त्रीय और पारूंपररक तरीकोूं और ई-बुक्स और पीडीएफ़ 

जैसे शडशजटल सॉफ़्टिेयर के बीच का शमश्रण है। 

पारूंपररक इन-क्लास सीखने का अनुभि अचानक प री तरह से शडशजटल अनुभि में बदल गया। हालााँशक, 

इसमें ऑशडयो और िीशडयो ट ल के माध्यम से आमने-सामने सीखने को िाशमल शकया गया था। इूंटरनेट ने 

हमें एक बार शफर से जोड़ा था और इसने अच्छा शकया। 

कई शिद्वानोूं का मानना है शक यह अचानक पररितिन जहाूं एक रक्षक के रूप में आया, िही ूं अपने साथ ढेर 

सारी चुनौशतयाूं भी लेकर आया। और यह िास्ति में सच है, क्ोूंशक ऑनलाइन शिक्षण को पारूंपररक शिक्षण 

मॉडल की तुलना में इसकी प्रभाििीलता को बनाए रखने के शलए अशधक प्रयास की आिश्यकता होती है। 

इस समय ऑनलाइन क्लासेस और लशनिंग पे्लटफॉमि कोई बहुत नया शिचार नही ूं था, लेशकन इसकी व्यापक 

अपील और उपयोग शनशित रूप से कुछ नया था। महामारी से पहले की दुशनया में अूंतरराष्ट्र ीय िैशक्षक 
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कायिक्म, व्यािसाशयक पाठ्यक्म, कूं प्य टर पाठ्यक्म अभी भी चल रहे थे। हालााँशक, अब ऑनलाइन शिक्षण 

का उपयोग देि के िैशक्षक शिकास को सुरशक्षत रखने के शलए शकया जा रहा था। इस प्रकार, हालाूंशक एक 

नया शिचार नही ूं है, यह दुलिभ साम शहक कायािन्वयन इस पीढी के शलए एक तारणहार बन गया। 

ऑनलाइन शिक्षण छात्रोूं को उनकी पढाई पर अशधक शनयूंत्रण प्रदान करता है- 

 इसमें शिक्षक और छात्र दोनोूं की ओर से न्य नतम बुशनयादी ढाूंचे की आिश्यकता होती है 

 इसे प्रबूंशधत करना और समझना आसान है 

 यह शसखाने और सीखने के प्रयास को कम करता है 

 यह बहुत आसानी से कई शिक्षण उपकरण प्रदान कर सकता है 

इसशलए, हम कह सकते हैं शक सख्त जरूरत के समय में शिक्षा के शलए ऑनलाइन लशनिंग सबसे अच्छा 

स्टैंडबाय शिकल्प है। 

सरकार ने समय-समय पर ई-लशनिंग के सुचारू सूंचालन के शलए पहल की है शजसकी चचाि इस प्रकार की 

जा सकती है- 

1. ई-पीजी पाठशाला: अध्ययन के शलए ई-सामग्री प्रदान करने के शलए मानि सूंसाधन शिकास 

मूंत्रालय की एक पहल। 

2. स्वयं: यह ऑनलाइन पाठ्यक्मोूं के शलए एक एकीकृत मूंच प्रदान करता है। 

3. NEAT: इसका उदे्दश्य आशटिशफशियल इूंटेशलजेंस का उपयोग करना है ताशक शिक्षाथी की 

आिश्यकताओूं के अनुसार सीखने को अशधक िैयक्तक्तकृत और अनुक शलत बनाया जा सके। 

4. प्रौद्योगिकी संवगधित गशक्षा पर राष्ट्र ीय पररयोजना (एनपीटीईएल): यह शिश्वशिद्यालय स्तर के 

शिज्ञान, प्रौद्योशगकी, इूंजीशनयररूंग और गशणत शिषयोूं के शलए एक भारतीय शिक्षण मूंच है। यह 

भारतीय प्रौद्योशगकी सूंस्थान और भारतीय शिज्ञान सूंस्थान, बैंगलोर द्वारा सूंयुक्त रूप से शिकशसत 

शकया गया है। इसे 2003 में ऑनलाइन शिक्षा प्रदान करने के शलए बनाया गया था। इसका उदे्दश्य 

इूंजीशनयररूंग, शिज्ञान और प्रबूंधन में िेब और िीशडयो पाठ्यक्म बनाना था। 

5. नेशनल नॉलेज नेटवकि , (एनकेएन): यह एक अत्याधुशनक पैन-इूंशडया नेटिकि  है और सीमाओूं के 

शबना एक ज्ञान समाज बनाने की शदिा में एक क्ाूंशतकारी कदम है। 

6. नेशनल एकेडगिक गडपॉगजटरी (एनएडी): यह एमएचआरडी द्वारा िैक्षशणक सूंस्थानोूं को उनके 

िैक्षशणक पुरस्कारोूं को सूंग्रहीत करने और प्रकाशित करने के शलए 24X7 ऑनलाइन शडपॉशजटरी 

प्रदान करने की पहल से पैदा हुआ है। शडशजटल शडपॉशजटरी न केिल एक अकादशमक पुरस्कार 

की आसान पहुूंच और पुनप्रािक्ति सुशनशित करती है बक्ति इसकी प्रामाशणकता और सुरशक्षत 

भूंडारण की पुशष्ट् और गारूंटी भी देती है। 

7. प्रज्ञाता: मानि सूंसाधन शिकास मूंत्रालय (एमएचआरडी) ने प्रज्ञाता नामक शडशजटल शिक्षा पर 

शदिाशनदेि जारी शकए। इन शदिाशनदेिोूं के तहत, शकूं डरगाटिन, नसिरी और प्री-स्क ल के शलए माता-

शपता के साथ बातचीत करने के शलए प्रशत शदन केिल 30 शमनट का स्क्रीन टाइम देने की शसफाररि 
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की जाती है। स्क ल कक्षा 1-8 के शलए प्रशत शदन अशधकतम 1.5 घूंटे और कक्षा 9-12 के शलए 

प्रशतशदन 3 घूंटे के शलए लाइि ऑनलाइन कक्षाएूं  आयोशजत कर सकते हैं। 

एक उद्धारकताि के रूप िें प्रौद्योगिकी: 

लचीलापन: ऑनलाइन शिक्षा शिक्षक और छात्रोूं दोनोूं को अपनी सीखने की गशत शनधािररत करने में सक्षम 

बनाती है और साथ ही एक िेड्य ल सेट करने का लचीलापन प्रदान करती है जो हर शकसी के एजेंडे में शफट 

बैठता है। नतीजतन, एक बेहतर कायि-अध्ययन सूंतुलन प्रदान करता है। 

पाठ्यक्रिो ंकी एक गवसृ्तत शंृ्खला: इूंटरनेट जैसे शििाल और शिसृ्तत स्थान में, शसखाने और सीखने के 

शलए अनूंत कौिल और शिषय हैं। शिशभन्न स्तरोूं और शिषयोूं के शलए अपने कायिक्मोूं के ऑनलाइन 

सूंस्करणोूं की पेिकि करने के शलए बड़ी सूंख्या में शिश्वशिद्यालय और उच् शिक्षा स्क ल आगे आ रहे हैं। 

परंपराित गशक्षण की तुलना िें अगधक लाित प्रभावी: बेहतर पररणामोूं के साथ कम मौशिक शनिेि 

होता है। सीखने के ऑनलाइन मोड के साथ, अध्ययन सामग्री पर खचि शकए गए पैसे के साथ-साथ आने-जाने 

का िुि भी काफी कम है। 

एक आरािदायक गशक्षण वातावरण: ऑनलाइन शिक्षण छात्रोूं को उस िातािरण में काम करने की 

अनुमशत देता है जो उनके शलए सबसे उपयुक्त है। 

प्रौद्योगिकी की चुनौगतयां: 

एक स्वस्थ सीखने के िाहौल का अभाव: शिक्षा केिल कक्षाओूं के बारे में नही ूं है बक्ति बातचीत, शिचारोूं 

को व्यापक बनाने और मुक्त-प्रिाह िाली खुली चचािओूं के बारे में है। चुनौतीप णि साम शहक कायों में िाशमल 

होने और एक साथ सोचने के दौरान छात्र एक-द सरे से अशधक सीखते हैं। जब शिक्षा ऑनलाइन हो जाती है 

तो काफी कुछ सीखने को शमल जाता है। एक स्क्रीन पर घ रना उन्हें अपने शदमाग का उपयोग करने से 

रोकता है और जो बीशमत होता है उसके द रस्थ ररसेप्टसि के रूप में कायि करता है। 

प्रौद्योगिकी पहंच का अभाव: हर कोई जो स्क ल जाने का खचि िहन कर सकता है, उसके पास ऑनलाइन 

कक्षाओूं में भाग लेने के शलए फोन, कूं प्य टर या यहाूं तक शक एक गुणित्ताप णि इूंटरनेट कनेक्शन भी नही ूं हो 

सकता है। इससे छात्रोूं को मानशसक तनाि से बहुत अशधक गुजरना पड़ता है। 

गशक्षा के अगधकार के गवपरीत: प्रौद्योशगकी सभी के शलए सस्ती नही ूं है, ऑनलाइन शिक्षा की ओर प री 

तरह से जाना उन लोगोूं से शिक्षा का अशधकार छीनने जैसा है जो प्रौद्योशगकी तक नही ूं पहुूंच सकते। इसके 

अलािा, शिक्षा के शडशजटलीकरण की बात करने िाली राष्ट्र ीय शिक्षा नीशत भी शिक्षा के अशधकार के शिपरीत 

है। 
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स्वास्थ्य-आंखो ंकी सिस्या: छोटे छात्रोूं, शििेष रूप से कक्षा 1 से 3 तक के छात्रोूं को अशधक समय तक 

कूं प्य टर या मोबाइल स्क्रीन पर देखने के कारण नेत्र-स्वास्थ्य सूंबूंधी समस्याओूं का सामना करना पड़ सकता 

है। 

अन्य स्वास्थ्य समस्याएूं  जैसे गदिन और पीठ ददि  आशद, खराब मुिा और आूंदोलन की कमी के कारण िृद्ध 

छात्रोूं में देखा गया है। 

इन चुनौशतयोूं से बाहर शनकलने के शलए कुछ रासे्त हैं शजन पर चचाि इस प्रकार है- 

एक बह-आयािी दृगष्ट्कोण: िैक्षशणक समय साररणी का लचीला पुनशनिधािरण और छात्रोूं के एक बडे़ िगि 

को शिक्षा तक पहुूंच प्रदान करने के शलए स्क लोूं, शिक्षकोूं और माता-शपता के सहयोग से शिकल्प तलािना। 

िैकक्तल्पक शदनोूं में स्क लोूं में भाग लेने िाली कुल सूंख्या के 50% से अशधक नही ूं होने के साथ िारीररक मोड 

में शिक्षक-छात्र की बातचीत। कम सुशिधा िाले छात्रोूं को प्राथशमकता देना शजनकी ई-लशनिंग तक पहुूंच नही ूं 

है। 

ऑनलाइन गशक्षा को अगधक प्रभावी बनाना: नीरस बैठने और एकतरफा सूंचार के लूंबे घूंटोूं के बजाय 

छोटी लेशकन गुणित्ताप णि चचािओूं को प्राथशमकता दी जानी चाशहए। शिक्षक की भ शमका केिल कक्षा के 

शनयूंत्रण में होने से परे ज्ञान के हस्ताूंतरण के शलए एक स त्रधार होने की है। 

ज्ञान के पहलू पर अगधक ध्यान कें गित करना: शिक्षा योग्यता के बारे में नही ूं बक्ति पे्ररणा के बारे में 

अशधक है। छात्रोूं को केिल पाठ्यक्म को किर करने के शलए नही ूं बक्ति खोज करने के शलए बनाया गया 

है। प्रणाली को छात्रोूं और शिक्षकोूं को शबना ज्ञान के शकसी भी लाभ की परिाह शकए शबना केिल पाठ्यक्म 

को प रा करने के शलए बेरहमी से धक्का नही ूं देना चाशहए, गुणित्ता सीखने पर जोर देना चाशहए न शक मात्रा 

रटने पर। 

‘अिसर की समानता’ भारतीय सूंशिधान के म ल शसद्धाूंतोूं में से एक है। एक ऐसी प्रणाली में जाने से जो 

केिल लोगोूं के एक िगि को लाभ पहुूंचाती है और सबसे जरूरतमूंदोूं को पीछे छोड़ देती है, इस कथन की 

धारणा को ही नष्ट् कर देती है। 

इसके अलािा, शडशजटल शिक्षा एक ऐसी चीज है जहाूं भारत अभी तक सफल नही ूं हुआ है। छात्रोूं के हकोूं 

से समझौता तो नही ूं शकया जा रहा है या नही ूं, या अथिप णि िैक्षशणक पाठ्यचयाि शिकल्प प्रदान करने के सूंदभि 

में अभी भी बहुत कुछ करना बाकी है। 
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VOCAB 

 

S.No. Word Synonyms  Antonyms 

1 Abate Moderate, decrease Aggravate 

2 Adhere Comply, observe Condemn, disjoin 

3 Abject Despicable, servile Commendable, Praiseworthy 

4 Baroque Florid, gilt Plain, unadorned 

5 Brittle Breakable, crisp Tough, Enduring 

6 Barrier Barricade, Obstacle Link, Assistance 

7 Baffle Astound, Faze Facilitate, Clarify 

8 Bustle Commotion, Tumult Slowness, Quiet 

9 Bawdy Erotic, Coarse Decent, Moral 

10 Bind Predicament Release 

11 Batty Insane, silly Sane 

12 Capable competent, able Incompetent, Inept 

13 Calamity adversity, misfortune Fortune 

14 Calculating Canny, Devious Artless, honest 

15 Calumny defamation, aspersion Commendation, Praise 

16 Captivity imprisonment, confinement Freedom, Liberty 

17 Captivate Charm, fascinate Disillusion offend. 

18 Chastise punish, admonish Cheer, encourage 

19 Concede yield, permit Deny, reject 

20 Deprive despoil, divest Restore, Renew 

21 Dissuade Remonstrate, Counsel Insite, Persuade 

22 Disdain detest, despise Approve, praise 

23 Dense Opaque, piled Sparse, brainy 

24 Denounce Blame, boycott Defend 

25 Despair Depression, misery Contentment, Hope 

 

Legal Glossary 

S.No. Legal Word Hindi Meaning 

1 Abandon छोड़ दनेा, त्याग दनेा, पररत्याग  

2 Abate समाप्त, उपिमन करना 

3 Abbreviate संशक्षप्त करना 

4 Abdicate पद त्यागना, सत्ता छोड़ना 

5 Abduct अगवा/ अपहरन करना 

6 Abet दष्प्रेररत करना 
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7 Abeyance स्थगन  

8 Abide पालन करना, मान लेना 

9 Abnormal असामान्य  

10 Abolish उन्मूलन करना, समाप्त करना, उत्सादन 

11 Abridge कम करना, संशक्षप्त करना 

12 Ab-ante पूवव से 

13 Ab initio आदद से ही, आरम्भ से ही, आददतः 

14 Ab invito अशनयायव, अशनशछछतः 

15 Ad interium अन्तः कालीन, मध्यवती समय के शलए 

16 Ad litem वादथव, वाद या अशभयोग के शलए 

17 Actus curiae neminem 

gravabit 
न्यायालय के कायव से दकसी को हाशन नहीं होती 

18 Actus dei nemini facit 

injuriam 
दवैी कायव से हुई छशत के शलए दकसी को शिम्मेदार 

नहीं ठहराया िा सकता 

19 Actus me invito factus non est 

meus actus 
मेरा अशनछछाकृत  कायव मेरा वास्तशवक कायव नहीं 

ह ै

20 Actus non facit reum nisi 

mens sit rea 
केवल कायव दकसी व्यशि को अपराधी नहीं बनता, 

आिय के शबना दकया गया कायव 
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PRE- ROCKNERS 

1. An act of a firm means: 

a. Any partner or agent of the firm 

which gives rise to a right 

enforceable by or against the 

firm 

b. Any act by all the partners 

c. Any omission by all the partners 

d. All of the above 

2. Partnership is the relation between 

persons who have agreed to share the 

profits of a business carried on by all 

or any of them acting for all. Does it 

mean that losses are not shared: 

a. A minor may be admitted in 

partnership, only for the 

profits, but he cannot share in 

losses. 

b. It also depends on the 

partnership agreement. A 

person may share the profits 

but may not share in losses. 

c. Sharing of profits also 

include losses (negative 

profits) 

d. All of the above. 

3. Where no provision is made by 

contract between the partners for the 

duration of their partnership, or for 

the determination of their 

partnership, the partnership is called 

as: 

a. Particular partnership 

b. Partnership for a fixed term 

c. partnership at will 

d. None of the above 

4. What information shall be given to 

the Registrar of Firms by a registered 

partnership firm: 

a. New opening/closing of the 

existing branch, if any. 

b. Change in the name of and 

address of the partner (s)/change 

in the constitution of the firm. 

c. What there is change in the name 

of the firm or in location of the 

principal place of business. 

d. All of the above. 

5. Who can inspect the Register and 

filed documents at the office of the 

Registrar: 

a. Any Government servant 

b. The Partners of the firm 

c. The partners of the other firms 

d. Any person 

6. What are the right of partners after 

dissolution: 

a. To have the surplus distributed 

among the partners or their 

representatives according to their 

rights. 

b. To have business wound up after 

dissolution 

c. To have the property of the firm 

applied in payment of the debts 

and liabilities of the firm. 

d. All of the above 

7. The dissolution of partnership 

means: 

a. It means the dissolution of 

partnership between all the 

partners of a firm 

b. It means the change in the 

relations of the partners 

c. It means the reconstitution of 

the firm. 

d. None of the above. 
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8. In what circumstances a partner may 

retire: 

a. In accordance with an express 

agreement by the partners 

b. Where the partnership is at will, 

by giving notice in writing to all 

the other partners of his intention 

to retire. 

c. With the consent of all the other 

partners 

d. All of the above. 

9. What would be the position, where a 

minor elects not to become a partner: 

a. He shall be entitled to sue the 

partners for his share of the 

property and profits. 

b. His rights and liabilities shall 

continue to be those of a minor 

under this section up to the date 

on which he gives public notice. 

c. His share shall not be liable for 

any acts of the firm done after 

the date of the notice. 

d. All of the above 

10. After a partner’s death the business 

is continued in the old firm name. 

Whether the legal heirs of the 

deceased partner are liable for any 

acts of the firm: 

a. The continued use of the name 

or of the deceased partner’s 

name as a part thereof ashall 

not of itself make his legal 

representative or his estate 

liable for any act of the firm 

done after his death. 

b. If the estate of the deceased 

person’s property is insufficient 

to make good, the personal assets 

of the legal heirs will be liable 

for any of the acts done by the 

firm. 

c. The estate of the deceased person 

is liable for any of the act done 

by the firm. 

d. The legal heirs of the deceased 

partners shall be liable for any of 

the act done by the firm after the 

demise of the partner 

11. The partners in a firm may, by 

contract between the partners: 

a. restrict the implied authority of 

any partner 

b. extend the implied authority of 

any partner 

c. None of the above 

d. Both A and B are correct 

12. Whether a notice given to a partner, 

who habitually acts in the business of 

the firm of any matter relating to the 

affairs of the firm, will be deemed as 

notice to the firm: 

a. It will deemed as personal 

information to that partner 

b. Yes, it operates as notice to the 

firm, except in the case of a 

fraud on the firm committed 

by or with the consent of that 

partner 

c. It depends on the nature of the 

concerned partner whether he 

inform so to other partners 

d. No, it will not deemed as notice 

to the firm. 

13. What would be the position where a 

minor elects to become a partner- 

a. His share in the property and 

profits of the firm shall be the 

share to which he was entitled as 

a minor 
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b. His rights and liabilities as a 

minor continue up to the date on 

which he becomes a partner 

c. He also becomes personally 

liable to third parties for all acts 

of the firm done since he was 

admitted to the benefits of 

partnership 

d. All of the above 

14. When there is any change in the 

constitution of the firm, what would 

be the statue of the continuing 

guarantee given to the firm 

a. It shall be revoked as to future 

transactions from the date of 

any change in the constitution 

of the firm. 

b. Since it is the continuing 

guarantee, hence it be continuing. 

c. Only the parties to the continuing 

guarantee can only decide over 

the matter. 

d. None of the above. 

15. Where a partner wilfully or 

persistently commits breach of 

agreements relating to the 

management of the affairs of the firm 

or the conduct of its business, or 

otherwise so conducts himself in 

matters relating to the business that it 

is not reasonably practicable for the 

other partners to carry on the 

business in partnership with him. 

The other partner(s) may: 

a. The partnership firm comes to an 

end automatically 

b. The other partners may decide to 

leave the firm. 

c. File a suit in the court for the 

dissolution of the firm. 

d. The other partners may decide to 

expel the concerned partner 

16. Who is not liable for the acts of the 

partners done after dissolution, if 

done before the dissolution, until 

public notice is given of the 

dissolution 

a. A partner who, not having been 

known to the person dealing with 

the firm to be a partner, retires 

from the firm (sleeping or 

dormant partner). 

b. The estate of a partner who dies 

c. Who is adjudicated an insolvent 

d. All of the above 

17. Where a partner has paid a premium 

on entering into partnership of a 

fixed term, and the firm is dissolved 

before the expiration of that term 

otherwise than by the death of a 

partner, whether any repayment of 

the premium is permissible: 

a. He will not be entitled for 

repayment of the premium if the 

dissolution is mainly due to his 

own misconduct 

b. He will not be entitled for 

repayment of the premium if the 

dissolution is in pursuance of an 

agreement containing no 

provision for the return of the 

premium or any part of it 

c. He shall be entitled to repayment 

of the premium or of such part 

thereof as may be reasonable, 

regard being had to the terms 

upon which he became a partner 

and to the length of time during 

which he wasa partner 

d. All of the above 
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18. Whether a partner after dissolution 

of the partnership firm, carry on the 

business in the erstwhile business 

name of the firm- 

a. He can use the business name of 

the dissolved firm name, if he 

has brought the goodwill of the 

firm. 

b. He can’t use the business name 

of the dissolved firm. 

c. He can use the business name of 

the dissolved firm, provided 

there was a contract between the 

partners of the dissolved firm 

d. Both the points mentioned at A 

and C are correct 

19. The State Government may appoint 

Registrars of Firms for the purposes 

of this Act, every Registrar shall be 

deemed 

a. To be a Central Government 

Servant. 

b. To be a public servant within 

the meaning of section 21 of the 

Indian Penal Code 

c. To be State Government Servant 

d. To be a private servant 

20. What is the penalty for submission of 

false particulars to the Registrar of 

Firms: 

a. He shall be punishable with 

imprisonment v- which may 

extend to three months, or with 

fine, or with both 

b. He shall be punishable with 

imprisonment which may extend 

to four months, or with fine, or 

with both. 

c. He shall be punishable with 

imprisonment which may extend 

to two months, or with fine, or 

with both 

d. He shall be punishable with 

imprisonment which may extend 

to one months, or with fine, or 

with both 

21. What matters require notice to 

Registrar of Firms under section 63, 

and Public Notice by publication in 

the Official Gazette and in at least 

one vernacular newspaper circulating 

in the district where the firm to 

which it relate, has its place or 

principal place of business 

a. The dissolution of a registered 

firm 

b. The election to become or not to 

become a partner in a registered 

firm by a person attaining 

majority who was admitted as a 

minor to the benefits of 

partnership 

c. Retirement or expulsion of a 

partner from a registered firm 

d. All of the above 

22. What is the amount of fee which 

shall accompany with the documents 

sent to the Registrar of Firms, or 

which shall be payable for the 

inspection of documents in the 

custody of the Registrar of Firms, or 

for copies from the Register of 

Firms: 

a. The fees prescribed by each of 

the State shall not exceed the 

maximum fees specified in 

Schedule I of the Indian 

Partnership Act, 1932 

b. The State Government may by 

notification in the Official 
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Gazette make rules describing 

the schedule of fees. 

c. Both A and B are correct. 

d. None of the above. 

23. Non-registration of a firm will not 

affect: 

a. The right of the partner to sue for 

the dissolution of the firm, or for 

the accounts of the dissolved 

firm, or for share of the property 

of the dissolved firm. 

b. All of the following 

c. The right to any suit or claim of 

set-off not exceeding Rs. 100 in 

value 

d. The right of a firm or partners of 

a firm having no place of 

business in India. 

24. Where a partner has in any way 

transferred the whole of his interest 

in the firm to a third party, or has 

allowed his share to be charged 

under the provisions of rule 49 of 

Order XXI of the First Schedule to 

the Code of Civil Procedure, 190 or 

has allowed it to be sold in the 

recovery of arrears of land revenue 

or of any dues recoverable as arrears 

of land revenue due by the partner. 

a. The court may not dissolve the 

firm at the instance of any other 

partner(s). 

b. The court may direct other 

partners to reconstitute the firm 

by excluding that concerned 

partner 

c. The court may dissolve the 

firm at the instance of any 

other partner(s) 

d. The court may expel the 

concerned partner, who has done 

wrong, from the partnership firm 

25. How a firm may be dissolved 

a. A firm may be dissolved by the 

Court order. 

b. A firm may be dissolved by the 

Court order 

c. A firm may be dissolved in 

accordance with a contract 

between the partners 

d. All of the above. 

26. On attaining the majority, the minor 

partner has to decide and give a 

public notice within the prescribed 

period, whether he will continue as 

partner in the firm or will quit. What 

is that prescribed period: 

a. Within twelve months of his 

attaining majority or of his 

obtaining knowledge that he had 

been admitted to the benefits of 

partnership, whichever date is 

later 

b. Within three months of his 

attaining majority or of his 

obtaining knowledge that he had 

been admitted to the benefits of 

partnership, whichever date is 

later 

c. Within six months of his 

attaining majority or of his 

obtaining knowledge that he 

had been admitted to the 

benefits of partnership, 

whichever date is later 

d. Within nine month of his 

attaining majority or of his 

obtaining knowledge that he had 

been admitted to the benefits of 
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partnership, whichever date is 

later 

27. In which conditions a person may be 

deemed as partner by estoppels or 

holding out: 

a. When he by his conduct 

represents himself to be a partner 

in a firm 

b. When knowingly permits himself 

to be represented, to be a partner 

in a firm. 

c. When he expressly by words 

spoken or written let the others 

that he is a partner in a firm. 

d. All of the above 

28. What are the general duties of a 

partner: 

a. To render true accounts and full 

information of all things 

affecting the firm to any partner 

or his legal representative 

b. To carry on the business of the 

firm to the greatest common 

advantage 

c. To be just and faithful to each 

other 

d. All of the above. 

29. A consideration is must for every 

contract. Partnership is also an 

agreement enforceable at law, hence 

it is also a contract to carry on the 

business for profit. Whether 

consideration, which is of essence 

for the formation of a contract, is 

essential for the formation of the 

partnership- 

a. Partnership is an extension of the 

law of agency hence no 

consideration is required 

b. Yes, consideration is must for the 

formation of the partnership. 

c. There is no need to have 

consideration in formation of the 

partnership since no 

consideration is required to 

create an agency. 

d. Only A and C are correct. 

30. After the dissolution of a firm the 

authority of each partner to bind the 

firm, and the other mutual rights and 

obligations of the partners shall 

continue: 

a. To complete transactions begun 

but unfinished at the time of the 

dissolution. 

b. To wind up the affair of the firm 

c. Both A and B are correct. 

d. None of the above. 
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LET’S REVISE 

1. Union Home and Cooperation 

Minister Amit Shah inaugurated 

Mega Dairy in which State- 

a. Karnataka 

b. Tamil Nadu 

c. Maharashtra 

d. Haryana 

2. India assumed chairmanship of 

wassenaar arrangement (WA). 

Where is the headquarter of WA- 

a. Paris 

b. Glasgow 

c. Rome  

d. Vienna 

3. Rule of Law Index is published by 

the World Justice Project (WJP). 

What is the rank of India? 

a. 87 

b. 77 

c. 78 

d. 97 

4. NTPC starts india’s first green 

hydrogen blending operation in 

piped natural gas (PNG) network at 

which city? 

a. Hyderabad 

b. Ahemdabad  

c. Surat 

d. None of the above 

5. Sunni Dam Hydro Power Project 

started in which state? 

a. Arunanchal Pradesh 

b. Himachal Pradesh  

c. Odisha 

d. Telangana  

6. 1st All India Annual State Minister 

Conference on Water was held in 

which city? 

a. Lucknow 

b. Gurugram 

c. Bhopal  

d. Indore  

7. Recently, the Union government 

ordered a stay on all ecotourism 

activities at Sammed Shikhar, 

located on the Parasnath Hill in 

which state? 

a. Madhya Pradesh 

b. Chhatisgarh 

c. Jharkhand  

d. None of the above  

8. Recently, PM Narendra Modi 

launched the World’s Longest 

River Cruise in Varanasi.  What is 

the name of that cruise? 

a. Kashi vilas 

b. Ganga sewa 

c. Ganga Vilasa 

d. Sangam Vilas 

9. For the first time, Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India 

(FSSAI) has specified identity 

standards for  

a. Basmati Rice  

b. Wheat  

c. Golden Rice 

d. None of the above 

10. Kolam district of which State has 

become India’s first Constitution 

literate district/ 

a. Karnataka  

b. Tamil Nadu 

c. Telangana  

d. Kerala 

11. Recently, the 21st edition of which 

bilateral naval exercise between 

India and France was organized- 

a. GARUN 
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b. VARUNA 

c. ARUN 

d. None of the above 

12. A Science Literature Festival 

‘Vigyanika’ will be organized from 

22-23 January 2023 at the Indian 

International Science Festival (IISF), 

Maulana Azad National Institute 

of Technology at which city? 

a. Lucknow 

b. Mumbai 

c. Hyderabad 

d. Bhopal 

13. Which fifth Kalvari class 

submarine ______has been inducted 

into Indian Navy? 

a. INS Vagsheer 

b. INS Vagir 

c. INS  Vela 

d. None of the above 

14. The Border Security Force (BSF) has 

started an “Ops Alert” exercise with 

an aim to enhance security along the- 

a. India-Pakistan border 

b. India- China Border 

c. Both of the above 

d. None of the above 

15. Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva took office 

for a third term as president of which 

country? 

a. Austria 

b. Brazil 

c. Argentina  

d. None of the above 

16. India has identified two lithium 

mines and one copper mine in which 

country? 

a. Australia  

b. Russia 

c. Argentina 

d. None of the above 

17. WhatsApp, a subsidiary of Meta 

was fined 5.5 million euros ($5.95 

million) by the Data Privacy 

Commissioner (DPC) of which 

country for an additional breach of 

the EU's privacy laws? 

a. United Kingdom 

b. Germany 

c. Ireland 

d. None of the above 

18. Exercise Tarkash a Counter 

Terrorism Exercise between India 

and ? 

a. Israel  

b. Russia 

c. US 

d. None of the above 

19. National Girl Child Day is 

observed on- 

a. 22 Jan 

b. 23 Jan 

c. 24 Jan 

d. 25 Jan 

20. ‘Ambedkar: A Life’ is authored by- 

a. Salman Khurshid 

b. Shashi Tharoor 

c. Ramesh Pokhariyal 

d. Kapil Sibbal 
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